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Message from the Headteacher Designate, Russell Plester
The summer holidays are finally here, your children have said their fond farewells to
their primary schools, and most parents will already be getting organised for the new
term ahead! I hope you have chance to enjoy your time together.
Since the last edition we have continued to be extremely busy: we had a successful
‘Ready to Open Meeting’ with the Department for Education in London and a fabulous
Transition Day and New Parents’ Evening. Thank you to everyone that sent us positive
messages about Transition Day. It was a pleasure to meet all the children again and
wonderful to see the whole school together! I was most impressed with their maturity, good manners and behaviour.
It was also great to see so many of you again at our New Parents’ Evening- your continued support is much appreciated.
There are lots of important messages in this Newsletter to help prepare your child for September, so pelase read
carefully- I hope you find it useful.
With best wishes,
Russell Plester

Summer Reading Project- important!
Reading is extremely important for learning and a
key building block for most lessons. To help prepare
for starting secondary school both Finham Park and
Finham Park 2 are setting a short reading project for
new Year 7s to complete over the summer. In
summary all students will need to read a book and
choose from a list of activities to complete based on
the book.
For more details go to: http://finhampark2.co.uk/images/files/transition-project.pdf (in the ‘parent and student/
other info’ section of our website).
In addition, the Summer Reading Challenge is available at all local libraries. See here for more details:
http://summerreadingchallenge.org.uk/

Enrichment Programme- also important!
Your child will have the opportunity to experience our Enrichment Programme which has been designed and
planned to enhance and supplement the traditional subject offer for all students. We believe that this is an
exciting program that has proved a positive experience with students at Finham Park School since 2011. The

subjects students can opt for will help them develop new skills that we believe will help them in other areas of
their school life.
As part of the programme all year 7 students will study Mandarin for one term as we hope that those students
with high linguistic abilities and that enjoy it will choose to study Mandarin at GCSE in years 9, 10 and 11.
The Enrichment Program will run as a single lesson each week. Students will study one subject per term in mixed
ability groups. As well as Mandarin, students will need to choose the 2 remaining enrichment areas that they
study - please complete an option form to tell us of their choices. This is available on our website at
http://bit.ly/1Kkzlo0 - in the ‘parent & student/ other info’ section (if you do not have internet access please write
to or email Mr. Plester- students will need to make 2 choices PLUS 2 reserve choices in case those subjects are
already full). Information regarding each subject is below (these are subject to change). The deadline for option
choices is August 20th 2015. Please be aware that students that have not opted for subjects by this deadline, will
be placed in groups based on availability of places.
Mandarin

Why not get started over the summer? www.bbc.co.uk/languages/chinese/

Dance

Drama- theatre in action

NEW: Technology- Robotics
As this is a new course more information will be available in September. Students will learn how to programme and
see what our little robots can do!

Philosophy for Children

Music

Staffing update
Our staffing is now complete! We are delighted to have appointed Debbie Campbell who currently works in the
Finance Office at Finham Park School to be our new Office Administrator. We have also appointed two Level 3
apprentices that will be working in our Special Needs department and in the School Office. All 3 are a fantastic
addition to the FP2 Team. We will share more information about these most recent appointments with you in
September.

Transport- UPDATED ROUTE
Thank you for the feedback you have sent us regarding the school bus route. We have made several changes,
particularly at the start of the route, so it is important that you check our website for more details (in the ‘parents
and students/ other’ info section).
Here is a summary of the changes:
 The bus will start on Albany Road around the corner from Butts Road at approx. 7.13am
 It will stop in Earlsdon, opposite the Library
 It will go up to the Allesley terminus
 There will be limited bus stops (the bus will not stop at every stop on the route) - this is so the bus can get to
school quicker! The stops are marked with a yellow star on the maps- please see website.
 The last drop off after school will be at 5pm on Albany Road.
We understand that this will be a long journey for some of our students. We hope that as the drivers and
children get used to the route it will become quicker- we will keep you posted if there are any changes to
timings. Also it may be useful for your child to have something to occupy themselves on the bus, whether this be
reading, listening to music or similar.
REMINDER: In September, the bus will drop pupils off in the morning on Green Lane, right outside the entrance
to Finham Park by 8.10am and will pick them up from the same bus stop at 4.15pm. This allows time for the
children to go to clubs, use the Finham Park library, do homework or access any support or help they may need
or request. Pupils who have a place on the school bus were given a bus pass on 8th July. They will need to have
this every day to get on the bus for September. There will be a charge for replacement passes.
Rules for the school bus (please remind your child of these!)
Students should:
 Show their pass clearly when getting on the bus
 Be sat down quietly at all times (unless all seats are taken!)
 Be polite and pleasant to the bus drivers and other children on the bus
 Not eat, drink or have chewing gum
 Not drop litter
Students have already been informed on Transition Day that any poor behaviour or failure to follow these simple
rules may result in them losing their place on the bus.

Transition from year 6 to 7
As Mr. Plester said in his introduction, we thoroughly enjoyed seeing the students on Transition Day and were
extremely pleased with the feedback from students and parents. Here is just some of the positive feedback from
parents from Transition Day and the New Parents’ Evening:

Just want to say thank you for an informative and reassuring meeting this evening. You have certainly ticked a
number of boxes for me and I know my son enjoyed his time with you this morning! I fully understand the work that
has gone on behind the scenes and want to thank you and all your staff for their help and support so far!
I enjoyed the parents evening tonight. Very informative. Well done FP2 team!
Thank you so much for letting parents know they are getting on ok. Nearly tears as my [daughter] boarded the bus
this morning. Hard to see my youngest growing up. So thankful she will be with such a fantastic group of children and
lovely supportive staff.
Great day...well organised, roll on September 
So happy to hear [my son] is loving Finham Park 2. Glad I made the right choice on sending him to this new school full
of so many opportunities. The sign of all good things to come. :-)

Getting ready for September
We know the holidays have only just started but we know Finham Park 2 parents like to get organised! Here is
some information that might help:
 Uniform- girls can wear grey trousers, but remember they should be school trousers not stretch nor tight
fitting, in Harrow (school) Grey- not charcoal grey or light grey!
 Stationery- all students will need a pencil case, pens (blue or black), pencils, colouring pencils, a ruler,
eraser, a scientific calculator (wait to buy this as Miss MacDonald will tell you which are best in
September!), protractor and compasses.
 Students should have a sensible school bag that is big enough to carry all of their equipment and books
 Ensure all uniform & PE kit is labelled with your child’s name & ‘FP2’- uniform is expensive to replace!
 Students are permitted to bring a mobile phone to school. However, if phones are seen or used during
the school day without a teacher’s permission, they will be confiscated (and handed back at the end of
the day). Also it is important to note any expensive items students choose to bring in is at their own risk.

Our next Newsletter
As there is still lots of information to share before the start of September here is what’s coming up in our next
Newsletter:
 Information about the first day
 Building pictures
 Important dates for the first half term
 Attendance
If you have any questions or suggestions, please get in touch:
www.finhampark2.co.uk

Finham Park 2

@FinhamPark2

