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Message from the Headteacher, Russell Plester
Spring Term has been another exciting and busy time at Finham Park
2. The recruitment of additional teaching staff, as the school continues
to grow, is almost complete. We are delighted to have been able to
recruit colleagues of such a high calibre to join us in September despite
national shortages of teachers in many areas. We will, of course, be
asking our new staff to share a photo and ‘pen portrait’ with parents
in a future newsletter- something they all love! During the summer term
we will also be recruiting for support staff to join our growing team.
There has also been a bewildering amount of exciting activities going on to engage and
excite our students: from World Book Day, a visit from Dreadlock Alien; robotics and
computing competitions; a Leadership visit to Dol-y-moch; visit to The Big Bang science
fair…and on top of all of this, year 8 have been choosing their GCSE options! It has also
been wonderful to meet so many of our year 7 parents with a turnout at parents evening
of over 95%.
Throughout this term I have reflected on the Finham Park 2 ‘journey’ from 3 years ago when
the we applied to the Department for Education to open a new school to where we are
today- a thriving, oversubscribed, exciting school where students are making great
progress. What has struck me most is how our continued success has been such a brilliant
team effort: dedicated staff and governors; supportive parents; engaged and wellbehaved students; as well as support from colleagues outside of Finham Park 2. I would like
to express my gratitude to everyone for supporting us on our journey to make Finham Park
2 a ‘World Class’ school, where the students have ‘the times of their lives’ and staff have
the highest aspirations and expectations of our students.

With best wishes,
Russell Plester

World Book Day and Library News
World Book Day, on Thursday 2nd March, was enjoyed by all with both staff and students coming in dressed
as their favourite book characters. There were some great costumes and I would like to thank everyone who
participated! It was fantastic seeing who everyone’s favourite characters were and having some fascinating
conversations about them. We also had a ‘Where’s Wally’ Competition, where students had fun hunting for
Wally around the school each day, a book quiz in Book Club and we also launched our sponsored read to
raise money for the school library! It was a brilliant week and hopefully inspired everyone involved to do some
reading for pleasure!

Mrs Randall, FP2’s
librarian, as Where’s
Wanda alongside
some amazing
student costumes.

We also took a group of lucky students to the World Book Day Roadshow on Tuesday 28 th February. Thirty
students won themselves a place on the trip by entering a competition to express why they should get to go
on the roadshow. We had some amazing entries, including poems, posters, letters and even a video rap! It
was brilliant to see and read so much enthusiasm for reading.
On the trip the students were able to meet many famous authors and hear their stories about how and why
they write and draw. The line-up included Sam & Mark, Holly Smale, Julian Clary and Jessica Ennis-Hill. The
students also got a chance to purchase books and meet the authors to have their books signed. It was a
fantastic opportunity and we look forward to doing it again next year!

Our book club has increased in size this year and we have had fun discussing and sharing out favourite books
including Shakespeare on National Shakespeare week. We hope next term to take part in the Carnegie and
Greenway shadowing, which will very exciting, with some amazing books to get stuck into. We found out the
winners of the Coventry Inspiration Awards was one of our favourites, Rapid Reads Section.
Do not forget for some amazing deals on books use the Book People fundraising code: FJj3G3n to get great
savings and raise money so new books can be purchased for the FP2 library. Please go to
www.thebookpeople.co.uk/school-fundraising for more information. Also, please do keep donating your old
books, DVD’s, magazines and games to out library. Please can these be in good condition and suitable for
children aged 11-18.
Thank you for all your support this term and keep up the reading! – Mrs Randall, FP2 Librarian

Rugby Fixtures
Recently we competed in the end of season Coventry Schools Rugby Tournament. This tournament is
invitation only and brings together the seven best rugby schools in Coventry. Fortunately, both our year 7 and
8 teams were invited to test themselves against the best.
In summary, both of our teams played the best rugby of their season. They worked together as a team,
defended as a unit, attacked creatively and most importantly enjoyed themselves. I was very proud of how
our teams challenged the best in Coventry and I am excited to see where the potential of our rugby teams
lead us over the next few years at Finham Park 2.
Have a great Easter break. – Mr Hudson, Leader of P.E

The Young Apprentice Challenge MAT problem solving day
On the 13th and 14th March 2017, 12 of our gifted and talented mathematicians took part in ‘The Young
Apprentice’ event at Lyng Hall School alongside students from Lyng Hall and Finham Park. The students were
put into teams of 6 and were given the task of designing and promoting a new brand of cereal- making sure
to include correct nutritional information on their packaging as well as costing it and producing an advert.
At the end of the second day, the students had to present their new product to a panel of external judges
from the Coventry Building Society, Jaguar Land Rover and Henley College. Despite some fierce competition,
the FP2 teams performed extremely well and members of staff from all schools were extremely impressed with
their teamwork, creativity and confidence throughout. Well done FP2!

The Cavern Club
‘Our school Rock Band had the amazing opportunity to perform at the world famous ‘Cavern Club’ in
Liverpool, home of The Beatles. Knowing The Beatles had played here and we were too made us really
excited. Our band members are Cassie on bass guitar, Wes on lead and rhythm guitar, Beth and Kayleigh on
vocals and Milan and Harry on drums. Finally, the day arrived and with Mrs Lewis, we travelled to Liverpool for
our gig. The club was brilliant- it looked like a cave and then we saw the stage… Amazing! Before we went
on we were petrified (and we mean petrified!). There were so many people watching but it worked out well
and we fed off the audience’s energy. It was scary when we were performing, but when we finished our last
song, there was so much applause! Mrs Lewis was extremely proud of us, it was a great first gig at The Cavern.
We had a fantastic time and had so much fun! We really have learnt from the experience.’
- Cassie, Wes, Milan, Kayleigh and Bethany, FP2’s Rock Band

Team Gary!
Our Year 7 Robotics team didn’t manage to win the local VEX IQ Challenge heats, but were awarded a wild
card entry to the National Finals, held during the Big Bang Fair at the NEC with thousands of people in
attendance.
In the skills challenge (our solo effort, no other teams involved) we came joint 13th out of the top 36 teams in
the country. This involved programming skills and driving skills – and our score of 63 was almost the maximum
score we thought possible given our design.
The teamwork challenges involved pairing up with another team and jointly scoring points. In the knockout
phase we scored 200 points to be ranked 18 out of 40 and went through to the finals. In the finals, we were
on second and scored 31 points, putting us joint 8th.
Comparing us to our local schools, this meant on teamwork we beat both teams from Finham Park and two
out of three teams from Princethorpe. Likewise, in the skills challenge we beat all the Princethorpe teams, and
while we beat one team from Finham Park, the other scored a single point more than us!
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nDBGA8G4GU4
VEX IQ is fast becoming a tradition of FP2!

Year 8 Residential to Dol-Y-Moch
Students from year 8 had a brilliant time at Plas Dol-Y-Moch in North Wales.
Coventry’s Outdoor Education Centre has just celebrated its 50 th Anniversary and
it has been brilliant to add the first visit of Finham Park 2 to its long history. The
course focused on developing leadership skills and teamwork.
Our first day involved climbing Cnicht, often described as the Welsh Matterhorn.
We set off in glorious sunshine with views far across Snowdonia and to the sea
beyond. Every student pushed themselves to do their best and enjoyed scrambling
up the ever steeper slopes. The following day saw the groups split up into different
challenges. One group took on mountain biking and kayaking and the other tried
beach scrambling and canoeing on the river. Students loved trying out the new
activities and were once again praised for their positive attitude and team spirit.
Our final day saw the groups navigate themselves back to the centre followed by
building amazing shelters from natural materials. They then constructed brilliant
rafts that all survived their launch and sailing on the lake. As none of the rafts sank
or fell apart, they were able to collect the keys and open the treasure chest of
chocolate.
During the feedback, the students said they had learnt that you could never have
enough pairs of socks and that if you can climb a mountain then you can do
anything!
Roll on Plas Dol-Y-Moch 2018!

Bebras Challenge
After the success in the first round of the Bebras Computing Challenge, three of our students were
entered into the next round- the 2017 inaugural TCS Oxford Computing Challenge (TCS OCC). Issy
Wicks and Edward Owen in year 7 both placed in the top 30% of the field, making them positioned
in the top 3% of Bebras entrants in the whole country! We’re hugely proud of their effort as well as Joss
Wozencroft, year 8, who also did fantastically well.

Fantastic Science Homework!
At the end of this term, I asked classes 7b and 7d to complete a high standard summary poster. Additionally,
to challenge students further, I asked them to potentially use their Science chemistry knowledge and skills to
create a chemistry specific cake. (Please see our Twitter page - @FP2-Science and the attached picture).
I have been blown away by the standard of posters and in particular the quantity and quality of cakes that
the students created in their spare time. Therefore, I would like to take this opportunity to thank all parents
and guardians for your help in the creation of their amazing Science posters and cakes. This has been a truly
fantastic way to end the term!
Regards – Mr Hudson, a very proud Science and P.E teacher

Revision Guides
After the Easter half term, students will be receiving letters in connection to Science revision guides. These will
be available to help in both GCSE and Key Stage 3 Science- so plenty of reading can be done in the summer
holiday!

Exciting News!
Finham Park 2 has been accepted onto the Mandarin Excellence Programme. In conjunction with Finham
Park School, The Institute of Education and the Department for Education, FP2 will provide fabulous
opportunities in the learning of Mandarin for our student. More information can be found here:
https://ciforschools.wordpress.com/mandarin-excellence-programme/

Important dates for next half term
7 April

Last day of half term (school finishes at normal time)

10–21 April

East Holiday

24 April

First day of Summer Term- this is WEEK 2

1 May

Bank Holiday – School closed

26 May

Last day of half term (school finishes at normal time)

Important dates for the complete year can be found on our school calendar.

Free School Meals- are you entitled?
If parents wish to apply for school meals or want to check if you are eligible please go to
the following website www.coventry.gov.uk/applyforfreeschoolmeals . Alternatively,
parents can visit the Contact Centre in the city centre (next to River Island) where you
can make an application. If you need any support or guidance with this, please contact
the school office.

Attendance- advice to parents







Our minimum expectation is 96% attendance
If your child is ill, please do not send them in.
If they have a ‘minor ailment’ please send them in.
We do not approve any holidays taken in school time.
Please contact the school straight away to let us know if your
child is absent.
If there are ongoing medical problems, please keep us informed.

Equipment – being ready for
learning
This holiday is an ideal time to stock up on equipment for school. Please
can parents help their children ensure they have all the necessary
equipment for learning. We expect a minimum of: pen, pencil, (it’s
better to have a few of each), ruler, eraser, pencil sharpener,
calculator, reading book, planner, and Children’s University Passport.
If students don’t have the necessary equipment it can disturb valuable
learning time.

If you have any questions or suggestions, please get in touch via email or :

www.finhampark2.co.uk

Finham Park 2

@FinhamPark2

Also have a look at our Baraza Blog and see what the students are suggesting to imporve
our school.

