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Message from the Headteacher, Russell Plester
Welcome to our final edition of Finham Park 2 News for this academic year, and what a
year it has been! September 2015 seems a very long time ago though the year has gone in
a flash, which means we must have been having fun! At the end of the school year I think
it is only right to reflect on what we’ve achieved as a school.
Back in September 2015 we opened on time in D block at Finham Park with 113 students.
By half term we had moved into our new ‘home’- creatively named T block! Our students
have looked after this building extremely well this year and it will be sad to leave. However
the building will be put to good use as Finham Park 6th Form will be moving in once we’ve left. Regarding student
numbers we now have 120 students in our current year and received almost 200 first choice applications for 120 places
for our current year 7 (over 350 in total!).
Our students have also had a huge number of opportunities to learn (and have fun) outside of the classroom. We
believe that trips and visits are a key element of a well-rounded education and have certainly offered a wide variety
this year. One of our students had never been to London until joining Finham Park 2- this year the student has been 3
times (to see the opera Tosca at Covent Garden Opera House; to sing at The Royal Albert Hall and to visit the British
Museum- all ‘World Class’ experiences!).
FP2 Staff have worked exceptionally hard this year to ensure that students have had the ‘time of their lives’ as well as
make excellent progress. This is borne out in the extremely positive feedback we’ve had from both parents and
students throughout the year, as well as information from tests and assessments. Students have really grown and
matured and are ready, willing and able to take repsonsibility to support our new year 7s when they start in
September. Several of our students have already receieved the World Class Award with a larger number having
received the Diamond badge.
I would like to thank parents for their continued support especially as they took such a huge leap of faith in trusting
their education to us. Also a huge thank you to Friends of Finham Park 2 who have got our PTA off the ground and
through hard work and dedication are already having a positive impact on the school. And finally thank you to our
governors who support the school so well.
May I wish you all a happy and restful summer break and I look forward to working
with you, and especially your children, in September.
With best wishes,
Russell Plester

Transition
We have loved visiting our local primary schools, meeting children and staff, and
have been amazed yet again at how aspirational the children are. As with our
current year 7 students our new students are significantly above national
averages in all areas for their SATS- well done to all of them for their hard work!
As part of our transition work we met lots of parents and students at our
Afternoon Tea which is fast becoming a Finham Park 2 tradition! It was a
wonderful afternoon with the school really feeling like a big family. The students
loved playing rounders with each other, even making a few new friends on the way.
On 6th July we had our Transition Day. After assembly the year 6s had a number of lessons including
Science, Drama, English, Mathematics and ICT. To end the day students were introduced to our Barazathey soon got the hang of it. In fact, we ran out of time as so many students wanted to contribute. The
feedback can be found on our Baraza Blog. The most important thing was that most children felt a lot
happier and more confident about starting at FP2 by the end of transition day with lots of them wanted to
start at secondary school straight away!
Following Transition Day, we held our New Year 7 Parents Evening where Mr. Plester and others informed
parents of what to expect in September. If you were unable to attend or would like to refresh your
memory of what was said please click here.

Trips and visits
We feel it is extremely important that students not only learn inside the classroom but take advantage of
the huge number of opportunities available to them to learn outside of school. Here are some of the
highlights from the past half term:
School Choir singing at The Albert Hall
We were proud to be one of a small number of secondary schools
from The Midlands that took our choir to sing at The Royal Albert Hall.
FP2 students and staff travelled down from Coventry to London for
our 3-hour rehearsal before taking a breath of fresh air by the Albert
Memorial. Then it was back into the Albert Hall for the performance.

Our students sang with 700 other children with a full
professional band in front of 3000 paying guests- it was
certainly a ‘World Class’ experience to remember!
Links to photos and video from the event can be found
here: Photographs & Highlights video

Warwick Castle History Trip
The History trip to Warwick Castle was our first whole-school visit!
Students had the opportunity to have a tour around the castle and
learn about its history. Mr. Ludgate has been exciting the students
in lessons about castles and the visit really brought their learning
to life. Everyone also loved the maze….I’m sure there may be still
one or two members of staff trying to find the exit!
British Museum Rewards Trip
Last term Mr. Ludgate ran a castle project with the promise that
the students with the best projects would be taken on a trip to the
British Museum in London. Little did Mr. Ludgate realise how good
the projects would be and he ended up having to take a whole
coach load!

Staff updates
We have almost finished recruiting our associate (support) staff for next year with specialist subject
teacher positions already made and are delighted with the quality of all of our appointments. The FP2
Team are fully supportive of our values and ethos and are dedicated to providing the very best education
with the highest expectations. We will of course introduce you to them all in the normal way in the
Autumn Term with photos and pen portrait.
Congratulations go to the following current staff for taking up 12 month positions in the following areas:
Mrs Brake- Deputy Headteacher; Mrs Coltman- College Leader alongside Mr. Hartshorn; Mr. Hudson, KS3
Leader of PE; Mrs Campbell- Office Manager; Miss Thomson- Administration Apprentice.

Sports Updates
On 14th July Finham Park 2 took part in The Finham Park Festival of Sport. FP2
students were competing alongside Finham Park students on what was a fabulous
day for weather, sport, competition and comradery. Our students were once
again impeccably behaved, extremely supportive of each other and all tried their
very best. Specially congratulations go to Lily-Mae Smith and Kai Pittam who both
broke long-standing Finham records.

PE footwear
We are very excited to be moving into our brand new, world class, sports facilities next year. Furthermore,
we are eagerly looking forward to meeting our new students. We want all students to be fully prepared
and safe during next year’s P.E lessons. Each student will require a pair of indoor sports trainers, which
have white soles (please see the picture below). Additionally, each student will need a pair of football
boots (see example below). I understand that starting a new school can be expensive but these items can
be purchased from any sports store or online website for approximately £10 or less.
Thank you in advance for your support, Mr Hudson (KS Leader of PE)

New Building- Leigh Court
The tradesmen at Leigh Court are now on the final countdown to
getting the school ready for our September opening. For phase 1
(2nd floor, student services and the library) all the rooms are
painted, electrics and broadband have been installed and ceilings
and carpets will be fitted over the next week. Recently current
year 7 students went on a tour around Leigh Court and came back
really looking forward to moving in!
The sports hall structure (see photos) has also recently risen from
the ground (in one week) and is looking impressively large!

We are also finalising stocking the school ready for September with equipment from post-it notes to guitars, drum
kits and ukuleles to outdoor table-tennis tables and basketball nets. Our library stock is also taking shape and with
the help of student and staff recommendations will grow year-on-year. Reading is vitally important to learning so we
are clear that our library should be large (it is), with lots of books (it’s on the way), especially with the threatened
closure of many local libraries.
Students have also been invited to take part in other events at Leigh
Court. At the start of the summer half term our English and Maths
conference took place whereby over 20 students had a day of
concentrated yet fun lessons along with a scrummy lunch! More recently
volunteers from the Royal Institute of Chartered Surveyors alongside four
hard-working FP2 students helped us turn an overgrown allotment into
our Kitchen Garden, ready for planting.

Before

After
A big thank you to parents who have
donated plants and manure! FOF2
are hoping to add a compost bin,
greenhouse, poly tunnel and water
butt to the garden too!

Fundraising
It is well known how supportive Finham Park 2 students, staff and
parents are of charities. This half term Maya and friends have raised
money for ‘Got Your Back’ – Scoliosis Awareness UK. In total Maya
raised £328 smashing her £250 target- what a star!
We also joined forces with Finham Primary for the Route to Rio 5777
Festival to raise funds and awareness for Dol-y-Moch on its 50th
Anniversary. ROUTE TO RIO 5777 is a community-based project which

encourages everyone to sponsor young people in Coventry to walk, run, cycle, swim or climb a total of
5777 miles - this is the distance from Coventry to Rio de Janeiro. Coventry, a London 2012 host city,
supported the Olympics and we are handing this role over to the people of Rio de Janeiro. The sponsorship
money will go to Plas Dol y Moch Coventry’s Outdoor Education Centre 50 th Anniversary Appeal. The aim is
to raise £250,000 to support the development of the centre and allow even more Coventry children access
to the amazing activities offered there. Further information about the appeal can be found at
http://www.friendsofplasdolymoch.co.uk
It was a fabulous day where FP2 students really stepped up to plate- they were mature, sensible,
encouraging to the younger children and fantastic role models. Feedback from one of the Finham Primary
teachers:
“I just wanted to say how brilliant your year 7's were with my Nursery children at the Finham Festival. They
were patient, caring, understanding and supportive and I really appreciated their help and support. I
brought 35 nursery children up to the event on Friday, not really expecting them to last very long….and I
knew just the walk up would be a lot for some of them!!! But most stayed well in to the afternoon and 9
managed the whole event. This was due to the way your year 7's interacted with
them and made each activity a treat - the footballers need a special mention as they
allowed every child to 'score' goals against them even when the ball was not kicked
hard enough to even reach the goal!! Please let them know that I was very proud of
them all”

Equipment- being ready to learn
The summer holidays are an ideal time to stock up on equipment for school. Please can parents help their children
ensure they have all the necessary equipment for learning ready for September. We expect a minimum of: pen,
pencil, (it’s better to have a few of each), ruler, eraser, pencil sharpener, calculator, reading book, planner, and
Children’s University Passport. If students don’t have the necessary equipment it can disturb valuable learning time.

Important dates for next half term
Start dates for the new academic year
Monday, 5 September
Staff Training Day
Tuesday 6 September
Staff Training Day
Wednesday, 7 September:
o 8:40am
Year 7 arrive and go straight to The Refectory
o 10:05am
Year 8 arrive and go to mentor rooms
Thursday, 8 September
o Normal lessons all day for Years 7& 8
Important dates for the first half term:
 14 September - y7 teambuilding with y8 Sports Leaders
 16 September - whole school photo; year 7 photos
 28 September - Open Evening- school closes to students at 1.25pm
 12 October - UPDATE now y7 study skills and meet the mentor evening (y8 study skills is now after half term)
 21 October - end of Autumn half term 1
 31 October - start of Autumn half term 2
Further calendar dates will be available on the school website shortly.

Enrichment
Students in our current year 7 have had a wide variety of enrichment options to choose from this year and next year
is no different. There will be link on the home page of our website for students (with parental support and advice) to
make their choice by filling in a Google form. Responses need to be received by Wednesday 17th August. Links to the
forms can be found here for year 7 and year 8.

Free School Meals- are you entitled?
If parents wish to apply for school meals or want to check if you are eligible please go to the following website
www.coventry.gov.uk/applyforfreeschoolmeals . Alternatively, parents can visit the Contact Centre in the city centre
(next to River Island) where you can make an application. If you need any support or guidance with this, please
contact the school office.

Attendance- advice to parents









Our minimum expectation is 96% attendance
2 days off count as 1% attendance over the year
If your child is ill, please don’t send them.
If they have a ‘minor ailment’ please send them in
We do not approve any holidays taken in school time
Please contact the school straight away to let us know if your child is absent
If there are ongoing medical problems, please keep us informed

Student Leadership
And finally…. We would like to formally introduce our Head Boy & Girl and our Junior Leadership Team. Some of
them have already started in their roles, for example speaking at the new year 7 parents meeting recently. They are
now ready to really get going in their roles from September: being fantastic ambassadors for the school; helping to
develop student leadership; and working with teachers to support our new students starting in September. I think
you’ll agree they look a friendly and very smart team!

Getting in Touch
The best way to get in touch with us is by calling or emailing the school office (see contacts below). If you have any
other questions or suggestions, please get in touch via email or:
www.finhampark2.co.uk

Finham Park 2

@FinhamPark2

School office: 02477 710 720
Email: d.campbell@finhampark2.co.uk or l.thomson@finhampark2.co.uk or l.rose@finhampark2.co.uk
Also have a look at our Baraza Blog and see what the students are suggesting to improve our school.

