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Message from the Headteacher, Russell Plester
As we come to the end of our first term this academic year, it is wonderful to
look back at what a great term it has been as well as looking forward to an
exciting future.
I have been thoroughly impressed by our new year 7 students who have
settled into life at FP2 brilliantly well. They are no longer ‘ex- year 6 pupils’ but
are mature, sensible and hardworking FP2 students and are supported
brilliantly by our year 8 & 9 students. We are already looking forward to
welcoming the new cohort next year. Speaking of which, we are delighted to have had such a
high number of applications for next year- which is testament to the hard work of the Finham Park
2 staff and the way our students conduct themselves. A visitor from the Department for Education
said that our students were “a real asset to the school: articulate, respectful and well-behaved”praise indeed!
Students have been on a number of exciting trips and visits already this term including The Houses
of Parliament, as well as PE fixtures and competitions such as Kids Lit and Maths Challenge. We’re
looking forward to even more exciting opportunities in 2018- including our second trip to our partner
school in China!
Speaking of 2018, very soon year 7 student leaders will be appointed; year 8 & 9 will be choosing
their GCSE options (more details about that will be sent home in the new year); and we start
preparing for our Star Studded Celebration of Success for those students who go the extra mile.
I have been delighted by the fantastic support and the large number of parents who are involved
in ‘Friends of Finham 2’ (FOF2) PTA. If you would like to get involved in helping to raise money for the
school or even if you have good ideas for events or contacts that would be useful, please get in
touch with Dionne Wallace, the FOF2 chairperson, at dionne.wallace@hotmail.co.uk . Huge thanks
must go to Dionne, Judy, Sarah and the team who put in such a lot of effort for the benefit of our
students.
Finally, I would like to thank parents, staff and governors for their continued support- we truly
appreciate it. We continue with the aim to make Finham Park 2 a ‘World Class’ school, where the
students have ‘the times of their lives’ and staff have the highest aspirations and expectations of
our students.
On behalf of all of the staff and governors at Finham Park 2, we would like to wish you all a very
Merry Christmas and a Happy and Peaceful New Year.
With best wishes,
Russell Plester
Headteacher

Warwickshire U15s Ladies Rugby Team
Finham Park 2 are incredibly proud to learn that six of our
amazing Year 9 ladies: Abbie Kipping, Ellie Tranter, Isabelle
Hyslop, Storm Allan, Kacie Thornett and Maisie Bennett,
were invited to the rugby county trials last half term. The
trials were exceptionally hard and forty girls from across
Warwickshire were invited back out of the many who were
initially put forward. We were therefore ecstatic to hear
that Maisie, Ellie and Storm were all successful in being
accepted to play for the Warwickshire U15s squad!
Training has begun and their first match was against
Staffordshire which was played after only one full training
session! All three of our FP2 girls were chosen to play
against the established Staffordshire side, where the
match demonstrated the determination and skill the girls
have. We look forward to hearing more about their future
exploits. Well done girls!

Kid’s Lit Quiz
Finham Park 2 had two teams competing in the West Midlands heat of the Kid’s Lit Quiz on Friday 17
November. Out of 22 teams, one of our groups came 2nd! As well as this, FP2 were the top Coventry school,
beating many other local schools including Blue Coat, Sidney Stringer and Finham Park! As second place
winners, our students received a £15 book token each and also one of the book prizes for getting the top
score in one of the rounds. Our wonderful second team also won book prizes, and came 7th!

Donations for our Art Department
Have you got any of the following you can donate to FP2’s Art Department to support with future textile
projects?
- Scrap pieces of fabric or textiles
- Fabric samples or offcuts
Please drop off any donations to the Art Office, or contact Kelly Ward via email: k.ward@finhampark2.co.u
Anything you donate will be greatly appreciated. Thank you.

Children in Need
Our wonderful Junior Leadership Team helped organise a fantastic Children in Need charity day. The highlight
was an incredible Bake Off challenge where we had over 30 entries. The cakes were amazing and it was very
difficult to choose a winner. We even had one cake covered in gold! The cakes were sold on the day and
we had queues right around the Refectory. We also had a penalty shoot-out and penalty hoop-out on the
Tennis Courts to also help raise funds. The non- uniform day was also a huge success- you might recognise the
two Pudseys below! We raised an absolutely brilliant £870.80 which for a school of 360 is quite amazing!

Houses of Parliament Trip
‘In October, I had the pleasure of escorting 60 Year 8 students to the Houses
of Parliament and Westminster Abbey. We had a really interesting day
visiting these historic buildings, and finding out about how our democracy
works. We even bumped into John McDonnell, and one member of staff was
particularly star struck!
Our students, as always, represented FP2 with distinction, and some are
now hoping to pursue a career in politics!’
- Mr Ludgate, Leader of Humanities

De Montford Hall – Blood Brothers
The Year 9 GCSE Drama students went to De Montford Hall, Leicester, to see the
production of Blood Brothers by Willy Russell, which they were studying. The
students were fabulously behaved, a real credit to the school, and thoroughly
enjoyed the performance.
‘The show was a rollercoaster of emotions and it really helped me both with my
practical and written drama work!” – Maya Evans, SG01

Finham MAT Showcase!
Students from Finham Park 2 performed in the Finham MAT Showcase at the Bridge House Theatre in Warwick.
FP2 students from all years performed a highly entertaining and energetic section from Peter Pan directed by
Miss O’Donnell and Year 9 GCSE music students performed an incredible medley from Annie produced by Mr
Hunter. Alongside these fabulous performances, Year 8 Emily Pepper amazed the audience with her
performance of the song ‘If The World Only Knew’ and Year 9 Abby Harrold danced a beautiful and emotive
solo to ‘With you’ from Ghost the Musical.
Each and every act received a huge response from the audience. The students worked
incredibly hard, and with the support of the teachers, put on a very successful performancewe are all very proud!

BEBRAS Challenge
A number of our year 7 and 8s and all Year 9 computing students took on the Bebras Computational Thinking
Challenge earlier this term. They had to solve logic puzzles that really stretched their thinking skills – and there
were points taken off for getting questions wrong!
6 of our students’ scores were in the top 10% of entries in the country and
qualified for the next round, the ‘TCS Oxford Computing Challenge’, which
will take place in March. A huge well done to them and to everyone who
took part in the challenge.

Robotics OOSHL
Thanks to some phenomenal fundraising and sponsorship we have been
able to expand our Robotics OOSHL from one team to 5. We have been
able to buy new kits as well as a new completion arena so that we can
practice better in school to prepare for the competitions. We are looking
forward to challenging Finham Park School and some other local schools
in the New Year with our Robots in the VEX IQ Ringmaster Challenge. The
robots have to move plastic rings around the field and get points for
putting them on the higher spikes. A huge thank you to Northrop
Grumman, PMD UK Ltd, Viking Event Production Services and Biesse
Group.

Maths Request
Due to the nature of the topics that are being covered in Maths at the moment and after the Christmas
holiday, it is very important that all students have their own scientific calculator. Here is a link to the calculator
that we recommend all students to have which is readily available from stores that sell stationary:
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Casio-FX83GT-FX-83GT-Scientific-Calculator-Silver/dp/B017RQQ2XS
Calculators and geometry sets are also available to buy from the school, and payments can be made on
ParentPay. Thank you for your support, The Maths Department.

Festive Concert
Students from all years came together to provide an evening of carols, poems
and music for parents and staff. The evening included a flute solo of ‘Walking in
the Air’ by Neive Warde-Tilley; a duet of ‘Mary Did You Know?’ by Rayna
Chimuka and Kayleigh McCarthy; a solo of ‘When Christmas Comes to Town’
by Emily Pepper; along with choir performances of popular Christmas carols,
supported by our fantastic band.
The evening was a huge success, polished off with delightful mince pies and hot
drinks- everyone was feeling festive when they left!

Primary Visit
Several students in Year 9 have been completing some additional work in English
and as part of this, created Christmas stories designed to engage a young child. The stories were bound by
Warwick Print and the students visited Templars Primary School on Tuesday 19 December to read them to
members of the Reception class. The children really enjoyed being read to by our students and even
produced some artwork inspired by the characters they had heard about!
We would like to thank Templars Primary School for hosting us. The Reception students were fantastic, and our
own Finham Park 2 students were fantastic ambassadors for the school. Well done to all the students involved,
and thank you to Becky Patel for instigating and arranging the whole experience.
- Mrs Kidman, Leader of English

Collections for the Coventry Cyrenians
Many, many thanks for all the gifts that have been given for the
Coventry Cyrenians this year. They are very much appreciated and will
be shared at the Christmas Meal they hold each year for the vulnerably
housed and homeless in Coventry. Packet and tinned food will be stored
and used to provide packs for those moving into supported
accommodation.

Equipment- ready for learning
The Christmas holiday is an ideal time to stock up on equipment for school. Please can parents
help their children ensure they have all the necessary equipment for learning. We expect a
minimum of: pen, pencil, (it’s better to have a few of each), ruler, eraser, pencil sharpener,
calculator, reading book, planner, and Children’s University Passport. If students don’t have the
necessary equipment it can disturb valuable learning time.

Important dates for next half term
21 December

Last day of half term – early close at 1:25pm

22 Dec – 7 Jan

CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY

8 January

Training Day – School closed to Students

9 January

First day of Spring Term – school starts at normal time

16 January

Year 8 Options Information Evening

22 January

Year 8 Parents’ Evening (1)

1 February

Year 8 Parents’ Evening (2)

13 February

Year 9 Parents’ Evening (1)

16 February

FOF2 non-uniform day / Last day of half term – school finishes at normal time

Important dates for the complete year can be found on our school calendar.

Free School Meals- are you entitled?
If parents wish to apply for school meals or want to check if you are eligible please go to the
following website www.coventry.gov.uk/applyforfreeschoolmeals. Alternatively, parents can visit
the Contact Centre in the city centre (next to River Island) where you can make an application. If
you need any support or guidance with this, please contact the school office.

Attendance- advice to parents







Our minimum expectation is 96% attendance
If your child is ill, please don’t send them
If they have a ‘minor ailment’ please send them in
We do not approve any holidays taken in school time
Please contact the school straight away to let us know if your child
is absent
If there are ongoing medical problems, please keep us informed

If you have any questions or suggestions, please get in touch via email or :

www.finhampark2.co.uk

Finham Park 2

@FinhamPark2

