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Message from the Headteacher, Russell Plester
After the Christmas break, it was great to see the students again in Januarythey actually looked older and seemed to have grown! The successes of last
term have continued: fabulous academic events such as robotics
competitions; appointment of MAT Student Leaders; trip to Covent Garden
Royal Opera House to see the ballet Giselle; Mandarin students involved in
Confucius Day; library author events as well as superb sporting matches and
the first public performance of the Finham Park 2 Grub Club ‘House Band’.
Even more is planned for the forthcoming terms- various trips and the Star Studded Celebration of
Success!
We want as many of our students to get involved in exciting activities and take up the opportunities
we provide for them- and a huge number do! If your child would like to get more involved in
activities mentions in this newsletter, or has ideas for activities we are not currently providing, please
ask them to speak to their mentor.
As the school expands to 480 in September, we will of course need more staff and so have already
started recruiting teaching and support staff. We will be making more teaching staff appointments
after half term. Our goal will always to be to recruit the highest calibre staff to compliment the
fantastic team we already have.
Finally, I would like to say a big thank you to my PA Lesley Rose who is retiring at half term. We have
worked together for 9 years and she has been a crucial part of setting up FP2 and supporting me
(and others- both staff and students) over the years. I am sure parents and students would like to
join me in thanking Lesley for her hard work, dedication and support- she will be hugely missed.
We continue with the aim to make Finham Park 2 a ‘World Class’ school , where the students have
‘the times of their lives’ and staff have the highest aspirations and expectations of our students.
With best wishes,

Russell Plester
NEWS UPDATE:
FROG will be down from Sunday 18 February (morning), until Tuesday 20 February (afternoon) due to
maintenance

Teaching & Learning
Year 7 Drama students were
asked to research their
chosen news story for their
Brechtian
project
and
produces
this
wooden
masterpiece!

A fantastic History project by Carmen
Cooke!

Students used music lyrics in English to identify language devices!

Myths and Legends homework in English!
Volcano cakes for Geography!
Flipped learning in History.

Department Focus- English
Students have been incredibly busy this term in English. All students have begun
using Accelerated Reader and it took us a huge twenty minutes in a recent
assembly to hand out certificates to all the students who are currently
achieving 85% or above! We also have two ‘Word Millionaires’ already!
Our new librarian, Mrs Kerr, has been working hard with students in library
lessons to ensure everybody has a book that they are enjoying.

Several Year 7 and 8 students were also involved in a recent BBC Live Lesson
that focussed on the 500 Words short story competition. Several students
have been busily producing stories to enter. Fingers crossed for the Tower of
London!
Year 7 have been holding out for a hero this term, researching
different mythologies from around the world and producing some
fantastic interactive presentations for their classmates. Students
explored Roman, Greek, Celtic, Norse and Arthurian mythology.
Inspired by their research, they have been producing excellent
creative writing.
Year 8 have been studying poetry from other cultures. They have
been exploring National Anthems, and have even written an
anthem for a country of their own, which will come in handy in they
establish one of their own in the future. Through this work and the
exploration of another culture, students have thought about what it means
to be British and how the values that we think are important are reflected
in many other cultures too.
Year 9 have also been working on poetry. Taylor Swift provided a great
‘way in’ for students getting to grips with the complexities of language
techniques. The detail of their annotations left no ‘blank space’ on the
page. Several students have also produced brilliantly thoughtful and
sensitive poems of their own. One student not only composed a poem, but
also transferred it to a beautiful laser cut wooden plaque. Another student
wrote a successful Petrarchan sonnet. Some of these students will be
entering their work into the Christopher Tower Poetry competition- watch
out for future Poet Laureates.

Library News!
New Library Team
This term we have a new library team in place at FP2. Mrs Kerr has
joined us to head up the library, and has over 15 years of working
within both public and school libraries. Mrs Kerr has been joined by a
new group of Student Librarians, who have their own desk for issuing
and discharging books and answering queries. Over thirty students
volunteer in the library, all of whom have a shift pattern and are
being trained to use the library computer package, and in the
preparation of new books. They will earn badges based on the
number of hours volunteered, and further incredible rewards are also
planned!

New Books
We have has a massive amount of investment in new library books, and are
preparing them to go out on the shelves. This half term we have focussed on
preparing the new Accelerated Reader titles. We have added over 200 new books
to the shelves, and these books have all been colour coded to help students choose
a book which is at a level appropriate to them, and gives details of the associated
quiz at the back.

Library visit to meet Katie Thistleton
A group of Year 7 and 8 students were fortunate to be selected to
attend an author event at President Kennedy School. The students were
able to have time to interview Katie Thistleton (CBBC and Radio 1)
before her presentation, and spend time with her taking photos and
getting copies of her book signed. Katie was very impressed with the
way that our students conducted themselves, and has invited FP2 to
meet her at the Radio 1 studios! This is a fantastic opportunity… watch
this space!

Library in The Hub
We now have a small library in place in The Hub. As a school, we want as many students
as possible to access the fantastic range of books that we have here, so by creating a
satellite library in another part of the school we are hoping to encourage more students
to read and borrow books and access the library materials. We will continue to add to
this library and expand the range of texts available.

Library Twitter Account
The FP2 Library is now on Twitter! Please follow us on @FP2Library to see the latest news and events.

Department Focus- Design &
Technology
The Design and Technology Department at Finham Park 2 is a vibrant, exciting and
innovative area of the curriculum. We have two specialist teaching rooms, designed with
the latest tools and equipment to help facilitate an inspirational and challenging learning
experiences.



G05 is a D&T workshop equipped for Product Design, Graphics, Electronics and Textiles. We believe in
students developing hand craft skills as well as the 21st Century use of CAD/CAM equipment.
G04 is our Food Preparation and Nutrition room which has cooking stations for students to work
independently as well as offer the use of technology to make learning accessible for all.

Year 7 and 8
During Year 7 and 8, all students have a lesson of Product Design and a lesson of Food Preparation and
Nutrition a fortnight all year. This allows all students the opportunity to study the subject areas and make
progress over the year. Lessons will include practical work in both areas, as well as written knowledge and
design work. Homework is fortnightly and covers creative tasks as well as theory research and questions.
In Year 7 and 8 all students will take part in mini projects and focused practical tasks. Projects include:
 Health and Safety Passport
 Architecture (team challenges and modelling in card)
 Trinket Box – combining and developing basic practical skills with CAD CAM elements
 Graphics branding and promotion using Adobe Photoshop
 A Biomimicry inspired Passive Speaker project (Hand tools and CAD/CAM with the laser cutter)
 Vacuum formed blister pack packaging
 Electronic circuits/products

GCSE Options




GCSE D&T (Product Design)
BTEC Engineering
GCSE Food Preparation and Nutrition

Enrichment and OOSHL
The department currently offers Cooking club and Grub Club in G04 as well as CAD/CAM-3D printing club,
Graphic Design club, Jewellery Making club and JLR competition.

Meet the Staff
Subject Leader: Mrs L Allton (Assistant Headteacher)
D&T and Engineering Teacher: Mr S Bown
Food Preparation and Nutrition Teacher: Mr A Hartshorn
(College Leader)
D&T Technician: Mr J Owen
Follow our Twitter and other social media accounts for
more regular updates.
Twitter: @DandT_FP2 @ECDFP2
Instagram: finhampark2dt
Pinterest: Finham Park 2 D&T (FP2DT)

What have we been working on this term?
The Food Preparation and Nutrition part of the department is already well established, but D&T: Product
Design is new for 2017-18 with the arrival of Mrs Allton and Mr Bown. Both teachers have ambitious plans for
the curriculum area and have been busy alongside with Mr Owen equipping the department with tools and
machines to ensure we can provide the best learning experience in D&T. We are working with the Design and
Technology Association to develop links with other schools and industries. We were extremely pleased that
we were chosen to trial a resource for all schools on Intellectual Property and our students and Mr Bown
feature in a video resources which will be available to all secondary schools in the country. We are also
creating links with local industries and as part of ‘Year of Engineering’ and ‘Careers Week’ in March we have
Triumph (motorbikes) visiting to work with Year 8 and Year 9 students. We are currently organising a Design
and Technology visit to London to the Design Museum and the V&A Museum to look at relevant work for
GCSE inspiration.

What have we been working on this term?
We have also launched D&T Pioneers this half term. D&T Pioneers are our student leaders in D&T who will help
to develop new projects for the area, help with displays and supporting other students in lessons. They will also
represent the department at events, conduct tours and meet visitors.
Our D&T Pioneers are:
Year 9: Isabel Borrell, Pavan Sansoy and Sam King
Year 8: Dylan Shilvock, Eve Kelly and Libby Williamson
Year 7: Jamie Riley, Ella Hall and Chris Ince

Robotics
‘Three robotics teams travelled from FP2 to Finham Park School where a
regional competition was hosted. Twenty teams from other Coventry
schools, the Midlands and even China came to take part. It was a great
experience for teamwork and problem solving. We really enjoyed it and we
did really well. It was great to see all our work that we have put in be proved
in the competition. We were all really proud to see our robots do so well.
One of our teams made it to the National Finals which we were really proud
of and we hope that more of our teams make it to the Nationals when we
travel to Telford later in the week.’ – James Hendry, SG02

Sports Relief and FOF2 Day
‘On the 23 March, the school will raising awareness as well as fundraising
for Sports Relief and Friends of Finham 2. We are doing this by having a
Bake Off and Cake Sale, Intergate competitions such as Four Base and other
sports events and sporty non-uniform day. The money raised will be shared between Sports Relief and FOF2.
Please can all students bring in at least £1.00 to take part in the non-uniform day and activities. More
information will follow’. - Issy Potter & Alison Hendry, Student Leaders

Visit to the Royal Opera House
Last year the Opera, this year the Ballet! On the 2 nd February 63 students
went to the Royal Opera House in Covent Garden to see an amazing
production of Giselle performed by the Royal Ballet. The love story
involving romance, deceit and death captivated the audience and the
ballerinas received much applause and cheers for their incredible
performance.
Students were fascinated by the incredible dance sequences and
stunning music that accompanied the ballet. Many of our students said
they would love to see more performances and there are already plans
afoot to visit London again soon to see the School of Rock!

Family and Friends Weekend
at Plas Dol Y Moch
The Friends of Plas Dol Y Moch are hosting an activity weekend at the
centre and we welcome families to come along. We can cater for all
ages and will offer a variety of activities that could include mountain walking, mine exploration, gorge
walking, canoeing, mountain biking and kayaking or just a gentle stroll on the beach. Accommodation,
activities, specialist kit and transport are all included in the cost.
Friday 4 May – Sunday 6 May 2018
Members family - £220.00
Non-Members family - £260.00
Individual Members: Adult - £80.00, Child - £60.00
Individual Non-Members: Adult - £100.00, Child- £70.00
Coach departs White Street coach park, 5pm on Friday 4 May and departs Dol Y Moch at 5pm, Sunday 6
May.
Further information will be available soon- please email Jacquie Molloy on jacquiemolloy@yahoo.co.uk to
make bookings or ask questions.

Equipment- being ready for learning
This half term is an ideal time to stock up on equipment for school. Please can parents help their
children ensure they have all the necessary equipment for learning. We expect a minimum of: pen,
pencil, (it’s better to have a few of each), ruler, eraser, pencil sharpener, calculator, reading book,
planner, and Children’s University Passport. If students don’t have the necessary equipment it can
disturb valuable learning time.

Important dates for next half term
Start dates for the new academic year
16 February

Last day of half term – school finishes at normal time.

17 Feb – 25 Feb

HALF TERM HOLIDAY

21 March

Year 7 Parents’ Evening (1)

23 March

Sports Relief – Non-uniform Day

28 March

Year 7 Parents’ Evening (2)

29 March

Last day of Term – school finishes at normal time

Important dates for the complete year can be found on our school calendar.

Free School Meals- are you entitled?
If parents wish to apply for school meals or want to check if you are eligible please go to the
following website www.coventry.gov.uk/applyforfreeschoolmeals. Alternatively, parents can visit
the Contact Centre in the city centre (next to River Island) where you can make an application. If
you need any support or guidance with this, please contact the school office.

Attendance- advice to parents







Our minimum expectation is 96% attendance
If your child is ill, please don’t send them
If they have a ‘minor ailment’ please send them in
We do not approve any holidays taken in school time
Please contact the school straight away to let us know if your
child is absent
If there are ongoing medical problems, please keep us informed

If you have any questions or suggestions, please get in touch via email or :

www.finhampark2.co.uk

Finham Park 2

@FinhamPark2

Also have a look at our Baraza Blog and see what the students are suggesting to imporve
our school.

