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Message from the Headteacher, Russell Plester
Welcome to our final edition of Finham Park 2 News for this academic
year, and what another fantastic year it has been! September seems
a very long time ago though the year has gone in a flash, which must
mean we have been having fun! At the end of the school year I like to
reflect on what we’ve achieved as a school including our recent
Ofsted visit, which I am delighted with.
Our students are fantastic and I am proud of their talents, hard work, maturity and politeness
every day. Ofsted commented about how strong relationships are between students and
between students and staff. Students also fedback to Ofsted how proud they are to be
part of Finham Park 2 and this is evident in not only the comments they make but how they
wear their uniform- something also noticed by the inspectors.
Ofsted were also keen to highlight the fantastic experiences and opportunities students
have at FP2. We believe that trips, visits and other extra-curricular experiences are a key
element of a well-rounded education and we have certainly offered a wide variety this
year. A few to mention are: Covent Garden Opera House, Oxford University, Spanish
languages trip, French Languages trip, Chester history trip and of course School of Rockour very first full length musical!
FP2 Staff have worked exceptionally hard this year to ensure that students have had the
‘time of their lives’, made excellent progress and secured such a positive Ofsted report. This
is borne out in the extremely positive feedback we’ve had from both parents and students
throughout the year, on Ofsted Parentview, as well as information from tests and
assessments. Students have really grown and matured and are ready, willing and able to
take responsibility to support our new year 7s when they start in September. Several of our
students have already receieved the World Class Award with a larger number having
received their Diamond badge.
I would like to thank parents for their continued support and in trusting their child’s
education to us. Also a huge thank you to Friends of Finham Park 2 who have continued as
our fantastic PTA and continue to have a positive impact on the school. And finally thank
you to our governors who support the school so well.
May I wish you all a happy and restful summer break and I look forward to working with you,
and especially your children, in September.
With best wishes,
Russell Plester

New Finham Park 2 Staff!
Hi, my name is Di Stones and I am excited to be joining the Finham Park 2 team in my role as College Leader
and Science Teacher. During my twenty something years of teaching, I have had the pleasure of working
with thousands of young people from all different backgrounds and I look forward to sharing my experiences
whilst working with you all, facing challenges together. I studied and trained to be a teacher at Trent
University, Nottingham back in the era when Wham!, Duran Duran and Tears for Fears delighted us with lyrical
songs telling us that “Everybody wants to rule the world” and Aston Villa were crowned Champions of Europe.
At Finham Park 2, we too can work together to become champions and rule the world. I furthered my studies
by obtaining NPQH qualification that gave me the knowledge to lead people successfully. I have only
recently returned to my Midland roots having spent many years living and working in the North West –
Liverpool and Chester. I have two wonderful children and spend much of my free time being the proud mum,
watching my daughter play football and my son compete as a jockey. Having recently renovated my house,
I can now say that I love DIY and gardening! As Charles Darwin famously said: “A man who dares to waste
one hour of time has not discovered the value of life”. I look forward to making the most of every hour we
spend together at Finham Park 2.
Hello! I’m Miss Rawlins and I’m an English teacher at Finham Park 2. From September, I will also be Northgate
College Leader! Some of my favourite books include The Color Purple, The Girl On The Train and Growing
Pains (the brilliant autobiography by Billie Piper). In my spare time, I enjoy going to the cinema and not going
to the gym. Before I became a teacher, I worked as a journalist in London, interviewing celebrities and
reviewing some great events, including music festivals, West End shows and movie premiers. Despite how
exciting this may sound, I much prefer working here at Finham Park 2, as we have the most amazing World
Class students!
Hello, my name is Birgir Sigmundsson and I have been a Maths teacher at Finham Park
2 since the beginning of Summer Term. I have a degree in Business Studies and a Master’s
degree in Finance and International banking both from the same university from Iceland.
I came to England in 2010 to study Economics and to cut a long story short, I fell in love
with the country and I am still here today! Before moving to England, I was a University
lecturer teaching Finance and Economics to Undergraduate students. I spent a few
years working in the Pharmaceutical industry before realizing that teaching Maths was
really what I always had wanted to do. I completed my PGCE at the University of
Reading and did my training in the South of England before moving to the Midlands in
early 2018. My interests are spending time with my family, music (I play the piano), having
a healthy lifestyle and Mathematics- of course!

Hello! My name is Kim Hunter and I am really excited to be joining Finham Park 2 in September as a PE Teacher
and College Leader. I love all sport, but I have a particular passion for swimming and netball and hope to
be able to offer these activities (amongst others!) during OOSHL in the coming year. I have always wanted to
be a teacher and I have been lucky enough to work in many different schools over the past 8 years. I am
looking forward to being able to share my experience and ideas with everyone at Finham Park 2. In my spare
time, I love being outdoors and keeping myself active - I am a very competitive person and do not like to
lose! That’s why I am even more excited to be taking on my new role as College Leader for Southgate and
becoming the best we can be together. Roll on September!

Hi! My name is Alex Jay and I can’t wait to join the Maths Department at Finham Park 2. I
will be primarily teaching Maths (with IT and Discovery lessons here and there). I completed
an Integrated Master’s in Mathematics at the University of Warwick between 2013-2017 and
then completed my secondary PGCE at Warwick Uni over the last year. Originally, I am from
Norwich, Norfolk but after studying at the University of Warwick, I decided to stay in the
area. Hopefully I can pass on my knowledge and enthusiasm for Mathematics to the
students of Finham Park 2. In addition to Mathematics, I also have a passion for Squash –
the sport, not the drink! I started playing during my freshers’ year at university and have not
stopped since, becoming the tournament sec at the Warwick University Squash Club. I also hope to start a
squash OOSHL from January 2019 and am working with the Warwick Squash Club to hopefully run some
Squash taster sessions for FP2 students before Christmas. I look forward to joining Finham Park 2 and getting to
work with all the wonderful staff, parents and students.
Wow! What an amazing year! I have loved being part of the FP2 family. It has been a privilege to work
alongside positive, forward thinking colleagues, as well as with our fantastic families and students. As the
newest Assistant Headteacher, I am looking forward to an exciting year: liaising with families & the local
community; collaborating with colleagues within & across the Trust and supporting staff and students on our
journey to World Class. I wish you all a wonderful summer break and look forward to welcoming everyone
back in September. ¡Hasta mañana! Mrs Rebecca Diaz.
Hello to all our lovely pupils, parents and carers of FP2. My name is Miss Hannah Johnson and most students
already benefit from my positive sticker-giving approach around the school. From September I will be
continuing to share my passion for geography and plan exciting geography lessons that help students
challenge their current understanding of the world around them. Working along-side Warwick University CTE
to help train future post-graduate teachers of geography. I am also excited to join the Hub team as Assistant
SENDCO. I will be in and out of lessons making sure everyone is making progress, showing responsibility with
positive choices and has support in their learning. I will also be continuing to run Eco-club, alongside our duckmonitors, looking after our ducks. I occasionally impersonate Shirley Bassey…
Hello, I'm Chelsey and I'm going to be a teaching assistant. I have just graduated
from Staffordshire university studying sport. I'm extremely passionate about sport
and love getting involved in anything sport related. My biggest passion is netball
which I started playing in year 7 and have played for my school/college and
university team since. In my free time I often compete or umpire matches. In the
next few years I aim to be a PE teacher, where I will finally get the opportunity to
share my love and passion for sport with others like I have always wanted to. I
can't wait to start my new role working with and helping the children at FP2.
Hi, I’m Leanne Gallagher and I will be joining Finham Park 2 in September to teach Maths.
I love all areas of Maths and enjoy problem solving. Originally from Ireland, I have been
teaching in England for six years and I am excited about working at FP2. I am a keen
swimmer and enjoy theatre and photography.

My name is Harpal Jandu and I am very excited to be joining Finham Park 2 as Leader of RE and PSHE in
September. Alongside RE and PSHE, I will be teaching History too. I completed my PGCE at the University of
Oxford, and also hold a Masters Degree in Philosophy from the University of Warwick. I am looking forward to
sharing my knowledge and passion of RE as an intellectual and rigorous subject, which I think will shape the
next generation of critical and engaging thinkers at FP2.
Hi everyone! My name is Zoe North and I’m so excited to join The Hub team and
support you through your school journey at Finham Park 2! I am an apprentice
teaching assistant, so I’ll be supporting students in their lessons and I’ll be working in
The Hub available to chat to and support you with anything you need. I recently
graduated from Coventry University where I studied Theatre and Professional
practice, so if you ever need advice on what shows to watch, I’m your gal! I’ll be
on my own learning adventure with you, as in my apprenticeship I’ll be looking to
gain my qualification as a teaching assistant. I’m a Coventry local and love what
our great city has to offer, including our Sky Blues! Aside from theatre and football,
I love to travel and have a keen interest in languages, like Japanese (which I
studied at A Level) and love to sing and dance which led me to teach at an
amateur dramatics group every week! I hope you are as excited as I am to be here
at FP2 and look forward to the new academic year!
Hello, I am Leigh Thomson and I am Russell Plester’s new PA. I have been at Finham Park 2 for 3 years now,
beginning as an apprentice, gaining my Level 2 and 3 NVQ in Business Administration, and worked my way
up to my new role. I am very thankful to be working for such an amazing school with fantastic staff and
students! When I am not arranging Mr Plester’s diary, I enjoy eating out with friends, getting stuck into a new
boxset and on my weekends watching the mighty Sky Blues at the Ricoh! I am looking forward to starting the
next academic year with four year groups!
Hi, I am Tracie Gibson and I am an admin assistant at Finham Park 2. I would like to thank everyone here for
making me so welcome. I worked for another high school in Rugby and then took a break and ran my own
Fancy Dress business for 7 years. I have two grown up children (my daughter works for the police and my son
is an actor) and I have two cats. I am quite an adventurous person, I have done a parachute jump, abseiling,
white water rafting and driven an Aston Martin around Silverstone. I look forward to being part of the Finham
Park 2 school helping out and taking part in school trips and parents evening etc. I love going to the Theatre
and especially enjoy Musical Theatre.
My name is Susan Wright and I joined Finham Park 2 in March. I previously worked at President Kennedy School
for 11 years, first as a Teaching Assistant and then for the last 6 years as Post 16 Administrator. I have worked
in Insurance for many years at various insurance companies before I joined the education sector. I live in
Coventry with my family and am really enjoying my role at Finham Park 2.
My name is Joanne Kerr, Library Manager at Finham Park 2. I started work at Finham Park 2 in January 2018. I
studied French with International Studies at Warwick University, and then went on to become a Chartered
Accountant at Deloitte, before working as Finance Director at Renault. I have two children Joshua (13) and
Holly (10). After having my children I started working in local libraries, and school libraries, increasing my hours
as the children got older. In my spare time I enjoy reading(!), sport, and travelling in my camper van.

Debate Day
The inaugural Coventry Schools Debating Competition was held
on Tuesday 3 July. Finham Park School, Seva School, West Coventry
Academy, Lyng Hall and Finham Park 2 took part in a fantastic
event to celebrate the sharing of ideas and the civilised discussion
of controversial ideas. The winners were Finham Park School, with
Finham Park 2 achieving a very respectable second place. A
special award was given to Krishn Cholera for his detailed and
thoughtful questioning. Special thanks go to Miss Hopkins at FP2 for
training our Year 9 students in a very short space of time, and to
Miss Frampton at FPS for organising the event and helping to
prepare students from all schools. Congratulations to Liam Hughes,
Sam King, Julia Buczkowska, Kayleigh McCarthy, Krishn Cholera
and Fatima Conteh who all worked really hard.

Macbeth
On Thursday 5 July, 44 Year 9 students travelled to Stafford Castle to watch
Stafford Gatehouse Theatre’s production of Macbeth. Set against the
dramatic backdrop of Stafford Castle, William Shakespeare’s 1606 play was
brought to life. Despite the intense heat and blazing sunshine, students
enjoyed the performance. We particularly liked the live falcon!

Accelerated Reader
As we come to the end of the year, I’d like to congratulate Finham Park 2 students for reading a truly
enormous and stupendous 80, 908, 834 words between them! A massive 73 students have made more than
two years of progress in reading and will be receiving certificates in their assemblies. Westgate 4 won the first
Pizza Lunch and many students have achieved the Bronze, Silver and Gold lapel badges. Two students have
also received the coveted ‘Master’ status. Students will also now receive an awesome handmade bookmark
when they reach their silver reward. Rewards for Accelerated Reader will re-start in September and we will
be asking students for their ideas.

British Library Trip
Our student librarians were treated to a trip to the British Library to thank them for their hard work in the library
during the year. We were joined on the trip by students from Lyng Hall and Finham Park. We caught the train
from Tile Hill, and walked from Euston station to the Library. We enjoyed workshops looking at research
techniques, and were fortunate enough to see their ‘Treasures Gallery’ which holds many historically
significant documents including the Magna Carta.

Library News!
It has been a busy term in the library, with a lot of activities and events to keep the library team busy!
Author Visits
We were delighted to welcome published author Rosalie Warren to the
Library to run some workshops in character development and plotlines.
Rosalie was good enough to give up two days of her time to work with
students from FP2, and children from local primary schools, Mount Nod
and Park Hill. The children had some fantastic ideas, and some fun along
the way!
Coventry Inspiration Book Awards
Our highest achieving Accelerated Reader students were treated to an
afternoon out at the Ricoh Arena to attend the book awards and have
the opportunity to meet famous authors including Holly Webb and Kerry
Drewery.
Children from Park Hill Primary
School meet Rosalie Warren in
the FP2 Library

HS2 – The Partnership Continues!
Year 8 students were all invited to participate in an HS2 essay writing competition during their library lessons
this term. A member of the LMJV team who are working on the HS2 project came out and delivered a
presentation about the HS2 project, from which students went away and did further research before writing
their own essays. There were a lot of high quality entries, but in the end 7 students were chosen to attend the
prize winner’s day. The students caught the train to Birmingham and were taken to the HS2 offices to meet
employees and talk about the project. The students were taken to the LMJV offices where they gave
presentations to staff.
All students presented superbly and impressed the HS2 staff so much that they have been told that they can
have work experience at HS2 if they would like it. Following the presentations, the students were able to relax
a little with a visit to ‘Dippy the dinosaur’ at Birmingham Museum and Art Gallery, followed by lunch at Pizza
Express.

Rough Close
Some of our Year 7 & 8 students were invited to participate in an adventure day inspired by the Bear Grylls
books that we have recently added to our library shelves. The group were taken to Rough Close and
experienced the ‘cave bus’ and then cooked their own lunch on an open fire. On the menu were kebabs
followed by chocolate bananas. A great day was had by all.

School of Rock!
On Tuesday and Thursday last week over 50 of our fabulous students showcased their talents by performing
in our full length stage production of Andrew Lloyd Webber’s School of Rock. Students and teachers had
spent months rehearsing in OOSHL time, showing dedication to being part of a performance by attending
rehearsals and practice after school. Many different students took part in making the show incredibly
professional including the live band that made the band scenes so believable, the props team who helped
create the realistic scenes and all the back stage student helpers that helped maintain the stage, lighting
and sound. Students all showed that they were just as professional as adult performers. Parents, audience
and staff were all blown away by the performances, many parents noticing the professional performance by
Emily Pepper who played the main character Dewey Finn.

Black Country Museum
‘On Monday 16th July we went to the Black Country History Museum. It was really fun because we got to
experience what it would have been like to live in those times and the importance of it. We got to visit a town,
which told us more about the day to day life of the workers, and even joined a protest! Overall, the day was
a really fun and interesting experience!’

Year 9 Trip to Almeria, Spain!
The trip to Almeria was a fantastic week! We visited the beach, a national park where we saw flamingoes,
met and talked with Spanish students and visited Granada and the Alhambra - a World Heritage Site. Here
are some testimonials from some happy students!
“I would highly recommend this trip because it was such an amazing experience and it was such a beautiful
place. I enjoyed meeting the Spanish people and spending time with them.”
“I enjoyed putting Spanish into use and having an incentive to learn useful phrases before the trip. The most
memorable part of the trip was meeting up with the Spanish school. I still continue to talk to Pele as well as
the people from Finham Park School”
“My trip to Spain was very interesting. We visited many different sites which I enjoyed because it was a good
experience. I would recommend this trip to others.”

Year 9 Trip to Noyon, France!
In July 2018 a group of Year 9 students from FP2 joined FPS on their annual trip to Noyon where, amongst other
activities, students spent a day experiencing a day in a French school. They joined French students, who they
had met at dinner the previous evening, for a typical ‘petit-déjeuner’, attended lessons, and then walked
down into the beautiful, historical town of Noyon for a treasure hunt before heading off to the outskirts of Paris
via Reims and a Snail Farm - ‘miam miam’ for some and ‘beurk’ for others! New friendships were forged (Emmi,
Matis, Killian, Charlotte – to name but a few) and there was plenty of opportunity to practice French along
the way and free time for shopping. Paris by boat along the River Seine was also a highlight of the trip,
boarding at La Tour Eiffel and passing by le Louvre, Notre Dame and other famous sites. A lovely evening was
spent at Montmartre and the famous Place du Tertre, famous for artists and surrounded by
beautiful, picturesque bohemian architecture. Other highlights of the trip for FP2 students were attending
French school, the snail farm, Paris Disney and staying in the quirky Explorer Hotel with its theme of pirates,
situated next door to Paris Disney. All students had very positive feedback about the trip and enjoyed making
new friends, practicing their French and having a good sing-along on the coach. ‘We would definitely
recommend this trip!’

Twycross Zoo
The Year 8 trip to Twycross Zoo started with lovely sunny weather. When students arrived at the zoo they had
the freedom to walk around the zoo and see their favourite animals for as long as they wanted before
returning to the meeting point for lunch. Students swapped stories with staff on the trip about all the exciting
animals they had seen and even warned us about not going to see the smelly animals (the monkeys). After
lunch students met with zoo Keepers who taught them about variation and evolution. In the session I
attended, the zoo keeper let the students touch a tortoise (which I was too scared to touch but many of the
students did!) and explained how they had not evolved. This led on to a discussion about how and why
animals evolve. After this interesting taught session there was a quick stop at the gift shop before heading
back on the bus to return to school. It was a great day, enjoyed by both the students and the staff who
attended the trip. We are looking forward to going again next year! – Miss Devlin, Leader of Science

Robotics OOSHL
After our successful entry into the VEX IQ Nationals earlier in the year, we were really proud to host a local
competition of secondary and primary schools in Edwards Keep in June. It was arranged with the Royal
Academy of Engineering – who brought a huge pile of prizes to share out! Lyng Hall and Finham Park were
among the schools to join us.
I was especially pleased to see the way our students worked with teams from other schools to share their
knowledge and skills in fixing and improving robots for the competition. We also had students helping to set
up the fields and run the computer screen – difficult jobs performed perfectly! The best team on the day was
from Coundon Court, but one of our teams was second in the team challenge.

In September we hope to start planning to host another event at FP2 as part of the official national
competition and bring new year 7 students in to form a new team.

Ofsted Visit
On the 5th & 6th June we were visited by Ofsted to inspect the school for the first time.
Leaders had already made a judgement that the school was good in all areas, and
Ofsted’s role was to see if our judgements were correct. Ofsted look at four key areas which
contribute to the overall effectiveness of the school: Leadership and management;
teaching, learning and assessment; personal development, behaviour and welfare; and
outcomes (progress of the students).
There were a huge number of positives identified by Ofsted including the following:
-

The curriculum is broad and exciting, allowing students to achieve their potential
Pupils have high attitudes to learning and have high aspirations
Behaviour is good including at breaks and lunch times.
Relationships in the school are very positive
Leaders know the school well and know what needs to be done for further improvement
Staff and students are proud to be at FP2
The Multi-Academy Trust is a great support for the school
Governors know the school well and support and challenge effectively
Students feel safe in school and feel that any small amount of bullying is dealt with quickly
and effectively
Teaching is regularly very effective in most lessons

Of course, there were areas for the school to improve, which include:
-

Ensure that the best teaching happens consistently in all lessons
All students should complete their work and to the highest standards
Ensure the attitude to learning of all students is consistently high
Ensure all students are consistently challenged, especially the most able
Ensure maths teaching, though good, is as strong as in other subjects.

I was exceptionally proud of staff and students in their fantastic support for the school and
the huge amount of hard work that went into the preparation for the inspection. This is a
hugely positive outcome for a school that has only been open for 3 years, and a brilliant
platform for us to become a world class school in the future. Thank you also to parents who
completed the Ofsted Parentview survey as this was exceptionally positive.
-

Mr Plester

Coventry Young Researchers 2018
Coventry University would like to invite you to come and spend a few hours with scientists from Coventry
University. You’ll get to take part in lots of cool science experiments and fun activities, and you’ll be helping
with our research at the same time. You might even win some prizes.
Coventry Young Researchers is a free event for 6 to 12 year olds and their parents giving a fun introduction
to science of the mind, brain and behaviour. Some activities will be suitable for younger siblings if they want
to come too. There will be experiments and demonstrations, arts and crafts and you’ll also help us to collect
some really useful data for our ongoing research.
6 August to 10 August 2018
Disruptive Media Learning Lab, Lanchester Library, Gosford Street, Coventry, CV1 5DD
Register your place online: www.coventry.ac.uk/youngresearchers
Any questions? Contact youngresearchers@coventry.ac.uk or ring 024 7765 9518

Parking & Road Safety
Thank you to parents and carers who have followed our request to not park on the pavement
on Torrington Avenue this academic year- it really does make the roads much safer for students
when leaving school.
If you do need to collect your child from school, please can you do so with care and
consideration for others. The safety of our students as well as parents/carers and small children
from the nursery is paramount.
Following on from this, please make sure your child has the correct gear for cycling including a suitable and
safe helmet alongside reflective clothing and lights for when the days get shorter.

Equipment- being ready for learning
The summer holiday is an ideal time to stock up on equipment for school. Please can parents help
their children ensure they have all the necessary equipment for learning. We expect a minimum of:
pen, pencil, (it’s better to have a few of each), ruler, eraser, pencil sharpener, calculator, reading
book, planner, and Children’s University Passport. If students don’t have the necessary equipment
it can disturb valuable learning time.

Important dates for next half term
Start dates for the new academic year
3 September

Staff Training Day – school closed to students

4 September

Staff Training Day – school closed to students

5 September

First Day of Autumn Term –
8:40am – Year 7 arrive and go straight to The Refectory
10:05am – Year 8 & 9 arrive and got to mentor rooms

14 September

Year 7 and 10 School Photos

20 September

Year 9 and 10 Aiming for Success

26 September

Open Evening – school closes to students at 1:25pm

11 October

Year 7 Meet the Mentor

19 October

End of Autumn Half Term 1 – students leave school at normal time

Important dates for the complete year can be found on our school calendar.

Free School Meals- are you entitled?
If parents wish to apply for school meals or want to check if you are eligible please go to the
following website www.coventry.gov.uk/applyforfreeschoolmeals. Alternatively, parents can visit
the Contact Centre in the city centre (next to River Island) where you can make an application. If
you need any support or guidance with this, please contact the school office.

Attendance- advice to parents







Our minimum expectation is 96% attendance
If your child is ill, please don’t send them
If they have a ‘minor ailment’ please send them in
We do not approve any holidays taken in school time
Please contact the school straight away to let us know if your
child is absent
If there are ongoing medical problems, please keep us informed
keep us informed

If you have any questions or suggestions, please get in touch via email or :

www.finhampark2.co.uk

Finham Park 2

@FinhamPark2

