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Message from the Headteacher, Russell Plester
Welcome to our penultimate newsletter of this academic year. This
year has really flown by (we must be having fun!), but it has been
wonderful to see our talented year 7s grow, mature, develop and
become so confident for their move into year 8. Year 9 students have
already made a confident start to their GCSE courses and continue to
be positive role models for our younger year groups. Both year 8 & 9
have made their GCSE optiosn choices this term; their attitude to the options process has
been impeccable and I’m sure they’ll enjoy their new courses. We are also part way
through our transition process for year 6 students joining us in September. We seem to have
a great bunch of students joining us adding to the marvellous 3 year groups we already
have.
We have now finished recruiting for our new teaching staff as the school continues to grow.
I am confident that all of our new teachers will be wonderful new additions to our already
fantastic staff team. We are now in the process of recruiting additional support staff. All new
staff will be introduced to parents via this newsletter- something I know parents and the
new staff look forward to!
I’d like to share with you feedback we receive from people who visit FP2- whether for
meetings, interviews, training or a visit- it is consistently the same: how warm and welcoming
our school is; how polite, confident, helpful and well-behaved our students are; how friendly
our staff are; how quiet and calm the school is; and how wonderful the facilities are. I burst
with pride every time I hear this feedback but I know how incredibly lucky we are to have
such great staff and students alongside excellent facilities- it’s a winning combination!
Also in this issue there is a report on our Star Studded Celbration of Success- our awards
evening with Finham Park students; subject spotlights in Humanities, PE and Science; news
about our musical- School of Rock and much more!
Every week we move towards our goal to make Finham Park 2 a ‘World Class’ school,
where the students have ‘the times of their lives’ and staff have the highest aspirations and
expectations of our students. Thank you for being part of that exciting journey.
With best wishes,
Russell Plester

Department Focus – Humanities
Trip to Poland
As you are reading this, I have the great pleasure of taking twenty lucky of our Year 9 students to Poland to
visit sites relating to the Holocaust. Whilst here, students will visit Auschwitz, The Schindler Factory and various
other historical sites. – Mr Ludgate, Leader of Humanities

Year 7 Trips
All year 7 students have been invited to attend an exciting day out at Warwick Castle. Here, students will tour
the battlements, explore the castle grounds and visit the dungeon!
Alongside this, those lucky winners of the castle project will receive a letter rewarding them for their castle
projects with a trip to the Black Country History Museum.

Religious Education
Year 7 – Religion in Coventry, Creation, Life and Death, Life of Jesus, Crime and Punishment
Students started the year by learning about religious symbols and signs of religion in their local area, creating
some fantastic religious symbols that have been on display in classroom 2.12 all year. They have since looked
at the creation/big bang argument and then moved on to reincarnation in our life and death topic. Recently,
they have been creating their own parables, some even creating videos of their storylines, to convey
important messages to their peers.
Year 8 – 5 Pillars of Islam, Religion and Science, War and Peace, Prejudice and Discrimination, Wealth and
Poverty
Throughout the year students in Year 8 have developed their understanding of creating a debate within RE
by developing their extended answers to build up a solid argument. They have enjoyed taking part in their
own research projects on how different religions feel about scientific advancements such as transplants and
animal testing. More recently, students have looked at the golden rule and how religions help tackle
discrimination. This week 8b were the first class to play Miss Johnson’s Wealth and Poverty game.
Homework – Great examples of religion in Coventry posters, parable videos and discussion points to talk about
at home.
Visitors – This year we have had several visits from Jon and Dave from Youth for Christ who discussed with Year
7’s the importance of Jesus. They are set to come in again this year to talk with Year 8’s on how religions help
those in poverty.

Geography
Year 7 – Map skills, weather, UK, Africa, Rivers
Since starting with map skills this year, students have moved on to creating
weather forecasts (move over Carol!). They have enjoyed researching and
promoting their favourite rural/urban areas in the UK, channeling their inner Phil
and Kirsty when presenting their preferred location to the class. Recently students
have also been learning about South Africa and the effects of the Apartheid.
Year 8 – World’s Largest Lesson, Rives, Volcanoes, Tourism, Our Changing Planet
Students started off the year learning about global development through the
world’s largest lesson. They have also enjoyed using strawberry laces to map out
how rivers change as they travel towards the sea. During our tourism topic,
students enjoyed our virtual firework lesson on the Pepsi Max ride in
Blackpool as well as researching places in the world they would like to travel
to.
Year 9 – AQA GCSE Geography- Global Circulation, Tropical Storms, Extreme
Weather, Climate Change, Tectonic Hazards, Changing UK Economy and
the Development Gap
Students have been working through some tricky topics this year; they have
completed decision making exercises- showing their knowledge of how to
limit disasters by managing an evacuation of the island of
Montserrat as it was erupting. They also worked well tracking the
movement of the tropical storm Typhoon Haiyan in its path of
destruction. Recently they have been looking at how the economy
in the UK has changed and where we sit in the north/south divide.
Homework – Students have brought in an array of Volcano posters,
3D models made of paper mache, cakes and even exploding glitter
volcanoes! We have also received an incredible Taj Mahal cake for
tourism homework!
Visitors Warwick University Trainee Teachers – Subject Hub of Excellence Day – Active learning in geography
classroom and targeting stretch and challenge in Geography.
 HS2 – Arranged by the amazing Mrs Kerr, a brilliant lesson on the effects of developing transport
infrastructure in the UK.

Eco Club
We are currently working on the ‘Save the
Ducks’ campaign in the school to raise
awareness of how to look after ducks. Eco
monitors have been making sure students stay
at a safe distance and live harmoniously with
the ducks at break and lunch time. Eco Club is
busy planning trips for next year and will be
doing a local field study of local woodland after
half term.

Department Focus – P.E & Science
‘Dear Parents and Carers, I am writing to you to showcase two amazing areas of which I am extremely proud.
The first is our Year 9 girl’s rugby team. They recently
participated in a full contact rugby competition against a
range of private and public schools based in West Midlands
and Warwickshire. Furthermore, all teams that they played
against consisted mainly of Year 10 students.
As this was our first fixture and competition we were excited
to test ourselves and a little bit apprehensive as we had not
played as a team before. This apprehension did not last
long as we quickly confirmed that we have a team full of
confident, supportive but hard playing young ladies. They
pulled together as a team, led themselves and put their
bodies on the line in all four games. This dedication, spirit
and commitment enabled us to win all four games and end
the tournament undefeated against students a whole year
older than themselves.
To finish off a perfect day, over half of our
school team had to rush off at the end of the
tournament as they were being flag bearers
for the women’s international 6 nations game
(England vs Ireland) being hosted at the Ricoh
Arena. Additionally, the rest of the team,
myself and their parents were in the stands,
cheering on our students and watching
England win against Ireland.
On a personal note, this will be a day I remember for the rest of my career and life. The girls were faultless for
the whole day and they made myself, their parents and our school very proud. Well done girls!
The second area that I am amazingly proud of is cake (a subject close to my heart). In Science, 7a were
tasked with a range of homework options, one of which was the opportunity to create a chemistry inspired
cake. This year we set a school record, we had over 20 fantastic, lovingly made science cakes! As a class we
were very happy with this outcome but we had to put our game faces on to try to wade our way through all
of the tasty treats. As they say, not all heroes wear capes.
Consequently, I would like to take this opportunity to thank all students and parents for using your chemistry
knowledge to design, create and decorate such a fantastic range of science inspired cakes. Thank you.
King regards, Mr Hudson – Leader of Physical Education and Science Teacher’

Library News!
It has been a busy half term in the library with the student librarians
working harder than ever. Last week, they undertook the challenge
of preparing 400 books to go out on the library shelves. It was a hard
task as there are so many different processes for each book to
undergo before it is ready to go on the shelf and be loaned. The
students worked really hard and exceeded their goal by working
before and after school, and at break and lunch times. They were
rewarded with a special lunch at the end of the week which was
very well deserved.
We have also now added a magazine area to our Library which is very well used. We have a range of titles
for the students to look at from ‘Wonderpedia’ to ‘Empire’. If anybody has any suitable magazines that they
would like to donate to this area, they would be much appreciated.
We were pleased to invite in to the library some of our neighbours from local businesses for an afternoon tea.
We were particularly grateful to the employees from Zenith Contractors Ltd and Clements Plant & Tool Hire
Ltd who took the time to come and look around the library and the rest of the school and meet with Mr
Plester, Mrs Brake, Mrs Kerr and our Head Boy, Zak Mills.
Finally, many thanks to those of you who have donated books for the library. We have a large number waiting
to be prepared to go out on shelves. If anybody has a couple of hours that they could spare to volunteer in
the library and enable us to get all of the books onto the shelves, please contact Mrs Kerr by email on
j.kerr@finhampark2.co.uk.

Working with HS2
This half term we have been very lucky to have had a lot
of input into various curriculum areas from LMJV who are
carrying out the local section of the enabling works for
HS2. On the 20th April, Geography students took part in
workshops with employees from LMJV discussing the HS2
project, and linking this to areas of the GCSE Geography
curriculum.
On the 21st May a group of Engineering students were
privileged to visit the site of the HS2 station at Curzon
Street in Birmingham, the LMJV offices, and have a look
at the behind the scenes facilities at the Engineering
faculty within BCU.
‘We went to the main HS2 site in Birmingham where we were shown around the offices, met people who
worked there and heart about their roles and what they do. We were then shown a presentation on HS2 and
this informed us of some key facts about HS2 such as it will cost £50 billion pounds and listed off all the different
people and companies who are involved. We had our lunch on the terrace before going to the burial
grounds and a construction zone where we talked about what needs to be removed. We also went to
Birmingham University where we had a look around and learnt about the university’s graduate placements.
It was an amazing trip and we were very privileged to be able to experience first-hand what is happening at
the site of one of Britain’s biggest engineering projects.’ – Krish Cholera, NG03

School of Rock
Last term, some of Finham Park 2’s students were lucky enough to go and see School of Rock live in the West
End. This school trip was in aid of the upcoming summer performance of School of Rock featuring some of our
most talented students in the performing arts.

‘The School of Rock trip was amazing. We had a fun time shopping in Covent Garden with all our friends. The
show was really cool. It showed us how we should act, sing and dance when we are performing to the
audience that are going to come and see out version of School of Rock. Overall, we had an awesome day!’
– Ruby Weir, NG03
‘The School of Rock trip was a fun way to see what we would be acting while also doing many other things.
The journey on the way there was quite quick, however on the way back we were held up in rush hour- but it
was still fun! While we were there we shopped in Covent Garden for an hour. We were able to watch street
performers, shop, get food and buy souvenirs. The play was very interesting and exciting: it was fun to see
what we would be acting and it gave us an idea of what it would be like; the school watched the play at
the new London Theatre.’ – Ben Barnes, NG03

Star Studded Celebration of Success
On Thursday 3 May, Finham Park 2 and Finham Park School came to
celebrate some of our truly amazing students at staff at the annual Star
Studded Celebration of Success (SSCoS). The night was filled with
celebrating the fantastic achievement from superb students, wonderful
and silence-provoking performances and a mixture of entertainment. All
staff and students who attended the event enjoyed the night which also
featured a professional photographer, tasty food and entertaining
magician.
We would like to thank all those who attended the night and made the night a great success. A special thank
you to all the staff who worked incredibly hard and put in a tremendous amount of effort to make the night
happen. Finham Park 2 are incredibly excited to go solo next year so watch this space!

Learning CPR
Thanks to Miss Thomson, we have been able to get an
incredible free set of CALL PUSH RESCUE kits from the
British Heart Foundation. The British Heart Foundation is
determined to help create a nation of Life Savers where
everyone knows how to save a life. Each kit comes with
a set of mini Anne manikins which respond to the
compressions and the breathing when students apply
them correctly. This allows us to teach Cardio Pulmonary
Resuscitation (CPR) to our students much more
effectively and potentially help our students save lives in
the future. Our Duke of Edinburgh Enrichment groups
have been trying these out in lessons and have really
worked head to develop their skills.

New Finham Park 2 Staff!
¡Hola! My name is Claudio Bolatti and I am very excited to be joining the MFL
department at Finham Park 2 in September. I will be teaching Spanish and will also be
a College Leader. I studied Tourism Management and Spanish at Bangor University
North Wales. I completed my PGCE through the University of Hull. I am originally from
La Plata, Argentina (next door to Buenos Aires, the capital) where my mum is originally
from. Now living in Coventry, I am really looking forward to sharing my love for
languages and travelling with the students at Finham Park 2. Apart from languages
and travelling, I like to start the day with a gym workout and finish my day with a bit of
Xbox (if I have time).

Hello, my name if Mr Green and I will be teaching PE and Science at Finham Park 2 in September. Having
gone to the orginal Finham Park School as a teenager, this is a really exciting opportunity for me to come
back and teach for the Finham Park Multi Academy Trust. I studied Sports Science and Coaching in Plymouth
for 3 years then gained my teaching status though the Graduate Teaching Program in 2012. The last five years
I’ve been teaching abroad in Dubai and look forward to bringing the experiences gained back to my home
town. In my spare time I enjoy playing and watching golf and football, and supporting the Sky Blues through
their ups and downs.

Hello, my name is Nadine Klym and I am delighted to be joining the Computing
department to teach Business Studies, ICT and Enterprise Learning during OOSHL. I studied
Business Enterprise at Coventry University and then went on to do my GTP at
Wolverhampton University. I have been teaching Business Studies and ICT in secondary
schools since 2004 and I am very excited to share my passion of Business Studies and
Enterprise with Finham Park 2. I love spending time with my family, we enjoy days out
together walkng at National Trust Parks, going swimming, visiting friends and I enjoy
encouraging my children’s interests and hobbies. I am looking forward to meeting you all
soon.

Sports Relief
On the last day of the Easter term, Finham Park 2 supported
Sports Relief. It all started with a mass warm up in the Sports Hall
with Miss O’Donnell and her team of brilliant student leaders
leading us in a giant warm up. Following this we saw fantastic
sport themed cakes entered into our Bake Off Competition
and then sold at break time to raise extra money. Student
leaders had also been leading a penalty shoot-out
competition during the week. We raised an amazing £446.25!
Thank you to everyone who took part.

Equipment- being ready for learning
This half term is an ideal time to stock up on equipment for school. Please can parents help their
children ensure they have all the necessary equipment for learning. We expect a minimum of: pen,
pencil, (it’s better to have a few of each), ruler, eraser, pencil sharpener, calculator, reading book,
planner, and Children’s University Passport. If students don’t have the necessary equipment it can
disturb valuable learning time.

Important dates for next half term
Start dates for the new academic year
25 May

Last day of half term – school finishes at normal time.

26 May – 3 June

HALF TERM

28 June

New Year 7 Afternoon Tea

4 July

New Year 7 Transition Day & Information Evening

17 July

Sports Day

20 July

Last day of Term – school finishes at 1:25pm.

Important dates for the complete year can be found on our school calendar.

Free School Meals- are you entitled?
If parents wish to apply for school meals or want to check if you are eligible please go to the
following website www.coventry.gov.uk/applyforfreeschoolmeals. Alternatively, parents can visit
the Contact Centre in the city centre (next to River Island) where you can make an application. If
you need any support or guidance with this, please contact the school office.

Attendance- advice to parents







Our minimum expectation is 96% attendance
If your child is ill, please don’t send them
If they have a ‘minor ailment’ please send them in
We do not approve any holidays taken in school time
Please contact the school straight away to let us know if your
child is absent
If there are ongoing medical problems, please keep us informed
keep us informed

If you have any questions or suggestions, please get in touch via email or :

www.finhampark2.co.uk

Finham Park 2

@FinhamPark2

Also have a look at our Baraza Blog and see what the students are suggesting to imporve
our school.

