Finham Park 2 News

Autumn Term 2 2018-19- Issue 28

Message from the Headteacher, Russell Plester
As we come to the end of our first term this academic year, it is wonderful to look
back at what a great term it has been as well as looking forward to an exciting future.
I have been thoroughly impressed by our new Year 7 students who have settled into
life at FP2 brilliantly well. They are no longer ‘ex- year 6 pupils’ but are mature, sensible
and hardworking FP2 students and are supported brilliantly by our Year 8, 9 & 10
students. We are already looking forward to welcoming the new cohort next year.
Speaking of which, we are delighted to have had such a high number of applications
for next year…. over 500! - which is testament to the hard work of the Finham Park 2
staff and the way our students conduct themselves.
Students have been on a number of exciting trips and visits already this term including The Houses of
Parliament, Shanghai, as well as PE fixtures, our end of term gig, FP2’s Got Talent, author visits and competitions
such as Kids Lit Quiz, Mandarin speaking challenge and Maths Challenge. We’re looking forward to even more
exciting opportunities in 2019- including our first Mandarin Excellence Programme trip to China with Finham
Park and Lyng Hall students.
Speaking of 2019, Year 8 will be choosing their GCSE options (more details about that will be sent home in the
new year); and we start preparing for our Star Studded Celebration of Success for those students who go the
extra mile- the crème de la crème of FP2 students.
I have been delighted by the fantastic support from parents who are involved in ‘Friends of Finham 2’ (FOF2)
PTA. If you would like to get involved in helping to raise money for the school or even if you have good ideas
for events or contacts that would be useful, please get in touch with Sarah Shilvock, the FOF2 chairperson via
the school . Huge thanks must go to the FOF2 team who put in such a lot of effort for the benefit of our studentsthe Christmas Disco was brilliant and raised £245 for the school!
Finally, I would like to thank parents, staff and governors for their continued support- we truly appreciate it. We
continue with the aim to make Finham Park 2 a ‘World Class’ school, where the students have ‘the times of
their lives’ and staff have the highest aspirations and expectations of our students.
On behalf of all of the staff and governors at Finham Park 2, we would like to wish you all a very Merry Christmas
and a Happy and Peaceful New Year.
With best wishes,
Russell Plester, Headteacher

Department Focus! – Mathematics
There have been a fair few changes in the Maths department since the last academic year, including
welcoming two new teachers- Miss Gallagher and Mr Jay. Our recent Ofsted inspection had highlighted
areas for development within the department and it has been a very busy term reflecting on these and
making positive changes.
KS3
In the past 10 years, the proportion of working adults with grade C levels of numeracy has dropped and it
therefore comes as no surprise that the new GCSE specification focuses massively on developing and refining
core numerical skills. To support this, in all Maths lessons in Years 7 and 8, students are taking part in the
‘Numeracy Ninjas’ strategy. This involves students completing a 30 question test in silence for the first 5 minutes
of every lesson in order to compete for ‘Ninja belts’. Students have responded brilliantly to this and it is really
exciting to see students eager to get into Maths on time so that they can start straight away. At the end of
each term, we will be issuing certificates to the most improved and highest achieving students- there are far
too many to list in this newsletter!

In Maths, we firmly believe that the key to success at GCSE is to ensure that no student falls behind. In order
to help with this, the Maths department are providing an intervention breakfast club 3 times a week for all
students who achieved below the 100 score in their Year 6 SATS. All students have been provided with an
intervention workbook which they work through at their own pace for 10-15 minutes a day with the support
of high achieving Year 10 peer mentors. These students are responsible for supporting students with the
concepts they are working on, marking their work and encouraging them to reflect on their understanding
and indicate this on the reflection sheet provided in the workbook. This information is then passed on to their
class teacher so that any misunderstandings are addressed in lessons also. Rewards will then be given in
reward assemblies for those students who have engaged most with this each term.

KS4
Years 9 and 10 are now well under way with covering the GCSE Maths syllabus, with Year 10 now being 18
months away from sitting their first GCSE Maths exam! There is a huge amount of content to cover so a big
focus has been on promoting resilience and independence for students to reflect on what they understand
well and what they need to improve. Year 10 in particular have been trialing the use of an app called ‘PiXL
Maths’ in conjunction with normal teacher marking/feedback. This can be downloaded onto a phone or
tablet and can be used to answer Maths questions ‘on the go’. Students have already started completing
homework’s on this and receive personalised feedback through the app of next steps to improve. Time has
then been spent on these during lessons with students then being generated their own personalised questions
to answer to see if this they now understand how to do it. This will be used more heavily in Year 11 but we
have been really impressed with the students’ initial response to this and hope they will find it useful in the run
up to the final exams. After Christmas, a ‘drop in’ Maths support homework club will be running on Wednesday
after school to give students the opportunity to get help with this and/or any other Maths homework/revision.

Department Focus – Food Preparation & Nutrition
What a first term in Food Preparation and Nutrition!
Let’s start with the Grub Club- around 40 students and a live band (of course)
cooking dinner, laying a table and sitting down to talk about their day, pour each
other a drink and share some good food.
Year 7 have grown into being great cooks with an energy in the kitchen that
Gordon Ramsay would be proud of (but with better language). Some of the
dishes completed by Year 7’s include:
• Cous Cous with roasted Halloumi
• A stunning crumble with caramelised apples and pear infused with
cinnamon
• Curry in a Hurry
• Focaccia, with Italian herbs, learning about fermentation and food
science
• Knife skills to make a mire proix for their ragu sauce and pasta dish
Lessons started off with a bang! One lesson involved balloons, Haribo’s, a hair
dryer and a water gun. Well, how else would you learn about yeast?
In January, Year 7 will continue their culinary journey with dishes including:
tandoori chicken, toad in the hole, spanakopita and orange, cardamom and
polenta cake- just to name a few!
Year 8 have become incredibly independent in the kitchen making amongst
many other recipes: fresh pasta dough to make ravioli, knife skills were
developed and essential for a stunning risotto. Year 8 matched Year 7 in their
learning of food science when making the unctuous ‘mac n cheese’ showing a
great knowledge of a roux, bechamel and how to achieve gelatinization.
However, the highlight has to be chocolate mousse.
Year 9 embarked on their GCSE journey with me this year and have continued
to impress. They showed such skills and respect when learning how to butcher a
chicken and then use each cut to get the best of it with dishes such as: kiev and
a stunning Dijon et pomme fondant and jus. Not a bad start at all for out new
GCSE chefs. As well as developing their savory repertoire I wish you could have
tasted their efforts in making choux pastry with carious creations and garnishes,
one stand out had to be the mini religuese, Escoffier would be proud.
Finally, to the oldest chefs in school, it is a privilege to cook with these Year 10
GCSE students. As well as showing diligence and hard work in preparing for a 3
hour marathon cooking session in January, they executed the gutting, filleting, v
boning, curing and blow torching of a mackerel. Also adding their own garnishes
including: cumin and buttermilk dressing, an emulsion made with parsley oil and
crab meat beignets.
There is no way I can include all the sheer awesomeness from the kitchen, but check out @ECDFP2 on Twitter
for all things foodie and #cheflife
– Mr Hartshorn

Sports at FP2! –

from Mr Hudson

Take a look at the range of amazing success stories that have happened at Finham Park 2 over the last five
months.
Sports Day
In the summer I decided to raise the bar and take our whole school (students and staff) to Warwick University
to use their international-standard athletics track. The day itself was an amazing success and was divided into
halves. During the morning we focused on official athletics events whilst also offering side events (hula
hooping, tug-of-war and egg and spoon race) to give all students the opportunity to participate, have fun
and earn their respective college sports day points. In the afternoon we offered three inclusive activities
(Danish Longball, rounders and Four Base) where all students and staff were involved. I am amazingly proud
of the students and staff for helping us run an event that was fun, active and inclusive for all. Great work, guys!
Congratulations to Eastgate for retaining their Sports Day Cup! Can they make it three years in a row this
year?

Year 9 Football Success
This term our Year 9 football team travelled to Shropshire to try and earn us a place in the last 16 of the National
Football Cup. In the games before this, they have scored a total of 24 goals and only conceded 1. However,
in this game they went down 1-0 in the first 10 minutes. Fortunately, they pulled together as a team and
finished the game victorious with a 4-3 win! They now head to Derby for a chance to reach the quarter finals.
Good luck boys, and keep this amazing winning streak going!

History in the making
Over the last 4 years, one of the things of which I
am proudest is how many Year 10 girls we have
inspired to play Club Rugby. At least ten of these
players have joined Barkers Butt’s Rugby Club.
Two weeks ago they made history by playing in
the first ever girls’ rugby match to be played at
Butts Park. They were unlucky to lose the game
itself, but congratulations for making history girls!
Who knows what other milestones you will cross in
the next few years?

Netball winning streak continues
Congratulations to our Year 8 Netball team who are on a
winning streak and gaining many points in their Coventry
Netball League. Keep up the great work girls- let’s see if you
can be unbeaten all year!

Remembrance Dodgeball
This year as a nation we remembered 100 years since the
guns fell silent during the first World War. In P.E we wanted to
honour the fallen and the sacrifices of so many with a
recreation of what it might have felt like to ‘go over the top’
and head into No Man’s Land under fire. We divided the
sports hall into Allied trenches and Central Powers trenches.
The defending team had dodgeballs to try and eliminate the
attackers as they tried to capture their trench. The attackers
only had a few points to cover behind which to hide.
Additionally, I lowered the lights and played artillery fire through the speakers. The students really enjoyed
themselves and we reflected at the end of the lesson on what it must have been like in real life. They were
also very moved by the fact that many soldiers were of similar age to themselves and many of those soldiers
are still in the fields of Europe. Two full videos of these lessons can be viewed on our twitter page: @2Finham
Amazing Science Homework
Lastly, most of you know that I also teach Science. This term 8a and 8c
completed a phenomenal range of outstanding science projects.
Numerous students went way above and beyond with their quality
and quantity. Therefore, I would like to take this opportunity to thank
all students and parents for assisting to create a huge range of
amazing homework!

Children in Need
Once again the students at Finham Park 2 excelled themselves in their enthusiasm and generosity for the
Children in Need appeal. In the lead up to the day itself on Friday 16 November, students were buying and
selling official merchandise to start the fundraising ball rolling. A number of our students showed fantastic
responsibility in ensuring that the merchandise was available every break time- some even asked if they could
do it during mentor time to raise extra money!
Two of our amazing students wrote the following:
‘Here at FP2, we were very excited to support Children in Need. We advertised
it by making posters, selling merchandise and having a bake sale. We also
dressed up as Pudsey bear and walked around the school. We raised over £700
and donated it to Children in Need. It was a brilliant experience for a brilliant
cause.’ – Megan Wood and Abigail Caldwell
There was a fantastic number of entries to the FP2 Bake Off, with just a few of
the delicious treats being shown here! The judges had a very difficult decision
to make, but finally decided that: Joint 2 nd place awarded to Noah Higgerson
(NG04) and Morgan Kerrane (SG05) with 1 st place got to Evie McCormick
(WG04)- Well done Evie!

These amazing cakes were then sold at break time to keep adding to the mounting total. Students also
contributed money to take part in a non-uniform day on the day itself. Well done to each and every one of
our students for the parts they played in reaching an amazing total- we are proud to say that Finham Park 2
raised over £700 for Children in Need!

FP2’s Got Talent!
In November, students from all years performed in FP2’s Got Talent to represent their College. There were a
variety of outstanding acts from singing to dancing and acting to martial arts. Every single act blew away the
judges, our College Leaders, and members of the audience commented on how talented our students here
at FP2 are saying that ‘some could easily be professional’. It was a truly entertaining evening and all students
displayed high levels of confidence, talent and professionalism. Our winner on the night was Rayna Chimuka
(Southgate) with her performance of Whitney Houston’s ‘And I’m Telling You’, closely followed by Emily
Pepper (Eastgate) with an impressive form of Martial Arts, and in third place was Carmen Cooke (Eastgate)
with a fabulous musical theatre number.
Thank you to everyone that came to support the event and the students, we raised £160+ on the night for our
college charities!

AT7 ‘World Class’ Award Trip
On Thursday 22 November, I had the pleasure of taking 35 students across the school to the AT7 Centre for
the World Class award trip. We had a great time doing many different activities including rock climbing,
swimming, archery and abseiling! The students were impeccably behaved, so much so that we have some
amazing feedback from the AT7 Centre.
We are really looking forward to seeing who will be joining us on this trip next year!
- Mrs Malone

Restart a Heart Day 2018
At Finham Park 2, all students took part in a
resuscitation workshop support by the West Midlands
Ambulance service and The British Heart Foundation
as part of ‘Restart a Heart Day’ 2018.
Restart a Heart Day is a designated day of action
across the world, with the aim of teaching vital
lifesaving cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR) skills to as many people as possible.
Last year the British Heart Foundation, British Red Cross, St John’s Ambulance and all UK ambulance services
worked together to train an incredible 150,581 young people across
the UK in life saving CPR, all in one day!
This year we became part of the increasing number of potential life
savers, with every student having the opportunity to participate in
the training and get hands-on experience of delivering CPR. As part
of ‘International Restart a Heart Day’ 2018, and with the help of the
West Midlands Ambulance service, students learnt basic CPR
training to help give someone a much higher chance of survival
should they suffer a cardiac arrest.
No doubt everyone will agree that this is such an important lesson
for life!

Bebras Challenge
GCSE Computing students took part in an international “computational thinking” challenge called Bebras in
their lessons in November. This is where students solve really difficult logic puzzles on the computer, the kind
that make your brain ache!
Year 9 students performed especially well, beating the UK and West Midlands averages. Seven Year 9 students
came in the top 10% nationally and will have a chance to take part in a further online programming challenge
arranged by Oxford University. This challenge, TCSOCC, will run in March 2019.
A special mention goes to the two ‘Best in School’ students, Abdullah Ali (Year 9) and Jacek Sztypa (Year 10).

Meeting Neal Shusterman
Several Year 9 students attended a talk and Q&A session with the
American author Neal Shusterman. Neal spoke about the
challenges of writing, and where he got his idea from. Neal spoke
honestly about how the experiences of his son’s schizophrenia had
left him to write ‘Challenger Deep’ – one of his novels that has won
a national book award in the US. He also spoke about dystopian
fiction, and about how even if there were such thing as a perfect
world, the human race would perhaps still not find happiness.
Students (and staff!) found the experience very interesting and
found Neal Shusterman to be an engaging and warm speaker.

Remembrance
At the start of November, Finham Park 2 held Remembrance Week to mark the centenary of the Great War.
Students were encouraged to remember the soldiers that fought in the Great War and subsequent conflicts
across all subject areas. In English students created poetry, in P.E they enacted trench warfare through the
medium of dodgeball and in Art students created some poignant work.
I was incredibly proud of the students and grateful to the staff that made this week possible. We are Finham
Park 2 – the school that remembers.
- Mr Ludgate

Design Museum Trip
In November, the Design & Technology department at Finham Park 2 ran a trip for Year 10 Product Designers
and some Year 9 and 10 Engineers to go to the Design Museum in London to take part in a workshop on Smart
and Modern materials. Students also visited the Design Maker User exhibition which looks at everyday design
and its developments. Before returning home the group then went to the V&A Museum to see examples of
20th Century Product Design, 21st Century Rapid Prototyping and visited the current Video Games exhibition.
All students and staff had a fantastic day immersed in a wide range of design disciplines and students will use
the variety of products and design styles seen to influence and inspire their NEA (coursework) in Year 11.

Year 7 Home Learning Project
We launched our Home Learning Project in the summer and all Year 7 students were encouraged to visit one
of the Coventry Museums.
• Herbert Museum and Art Gallery
• Coventry Transport Museum
• Lunt Roman Fort
The students were issued with the task of then creating something in response to the visit.
The quality of the work that was produced was really impressive and students have been recognised for the
efforts and some work will be going on display around the school and at events!

Year 9 GCSE Design & Technology
Our Year 9 GCSE Design and Technology students had a day’s training in how to
use AutoDesk Fusion360 CAD software from an expert external trainer in November.
Students will be using the software for their GCSE course to design and develop
ideas and also to produce models with our 3D printers. Iterative design is a key
feature of the GCSE and this industry standard software will really help students as
they can access it from school or home.
Modelling using CAD is an essential skill in GCSE D&T and we are very grateful that
the training was paid for with an Enthuse Bursary so no cost to the students or school
via the STEM Learning Centre.

Ski Trip to Folgaria, Italy

Letters have been distributed via email and are also available from the Finham Park 2 website, Insight and
Student Services. If you have any queries, please contact Mr Green: s.green@finhampark2.co.uk

V&A Museum’s DesignLab Nation Project
Finham Park 2 is the first of four schools to be involved in DesignLab Nation project which is this academic
year being run by the V&A Museum in London.
The project is funded by the V&A from museum award money. They wanted to use the funds to spread the
work of the V&A across the country. They have linked up with local museums and schools in Coventry,
Sheffield, Sunderland, Blackburn and Stoke.
It [DesignLab] brings schools together with museum educators, practicing artists and designers and the
Museum's collections to work on projects. It also provides teachers with training and CPD opportunities to
develop new and innovative ways of teaching design. DesignLab aims to inspire a new generation of creative
practitioners as well as broaden young people's understanding of the designed world around them, how it is
made and its impact on society and the environment.
The project aims to inspire students to study D&T or those who have already chosen it to develop their
creativity and iterative design skills.
Each school has four workshop days:
Day 1 – Visit and workshop at Herbert Museum and Art
Gallery, Coventry
Day 2 – Visit and workshop at V&A Museum, London
Day 3 & 4 – In school working with the designer and
staff from the V&A and Herbert
This year’s theme for Coventry is from Weaving to
Coding - Craft v Gaming.
Combining Coventry’s history of ribbon making and weaving and the discussion of whether computer gaming
is a craft or skill rather than seen as just a past time.
Our Year 8 and 9’s have had a brilliant time learning about the different aspects
of the project, experimenting with designs and prototypes and creating demos
of their products through film. The trip to London was all funded as was the time
of the designer Gemma May Latham and the museum learning staff. As part of
Day 3 we were joined by a games designer from Rare games design company
based in Twycross. James gave a careers talk, particularly focusing on
prototyping and the development processes used when designing computer
games. He also stayed for the afternoon and helped advise the groups with their
product designs. Student have represented the school very well and have been
a pleasure for all of the adults involved to work with. They have shown great FP2
core values of Pride, Respect and Responsibility at all times.
Finham Park School and Lyng Hall are two of the other three schools involved in
DesignLab Nation project and we hope they have as good an experience as
we have had. We can’t wait until all of the schools share their projects at the
summer celebration in July.

Enterprise for Halloween
The students in Enterprise club made decorations to sell for
Halloween and made a fantastic £60.00 for Zoe’s Place. They
designed and made the products themselves, organised and
ran the stall during break times.
The students worked well as a team, they showed creativity
skills, determination and a passion to do well. It has been a
pleasure to work with so many young entrepreneurs and I am
looking forward to our next enterprise challenge.

OOSHL – New Activity timetable
Our Out of School Hours Learning (OOSHL) programme continued to be very successful this term. With over
51 different activities there was lots to choose from and our students have got fully involved. For example, we
have had students complete their St John Ambulance first aid course, cook up some fantastic food in Grub
Club, our sports teams have played lots of fixtures and the musicians prepared for Finham Park 2’s Got Talent
and the End of Term Gig. Homework club remained a popular choice with students using the IT facilities to
get themselves organised and complete tasks ready for class. Many thanks to all our staff who give up their
time to run the activities and make the programme possible.
After Christmas there will be a new timetable for our students to
select from. Our expectation is that all students attend at least
one evening a week although we know that many of our
students choose to do more. Please make sure students have
signed up for their choices via the Frog link. OOSHL activities will
begin from Monday 14 January 2019.

Year 10 visit to The Skills Show
On the 15th November, 105 Year 10 students visited The Skills Show at the NEC in Birmingham. They were able
to participate in a wide range of interactive exhibits ranging from brick laying to floristry. There were a large
number of employers talking about pathways into their professions as well as colleges and universities happy
to discuss apprenticeships and degrees.
The opportunity to visit The Skills Show will hopefully have given students some food for thought as we start to
prepare them for work experience from the 1st to 5th July 2019. Year 10 parents: please keep a look out for
more information in the new year.

#ENDPERIODPOVERTY
At ALWAYS, they believe every girl should have access to sanitary protection and in March 2017 they
launched a campaign to help #EndPeriodPoverty. As a result, they have now donated over 14 million pads
to UK school’s girls in need. In November this year, I signed up to the campaign and in December we received
a large box full of sanitary protection for our students. We would also like to thank Mrs Pendergrast who along
with her Choir, The Belles of Three Spires, have collected sanitary wear as part of this campaign and donated
it all to Finham Park 2.
Girls can come to my office in The Hub if they need any sanitary products.
- Mrs Lewis, Learning Mentor

Primary Mental Health Team
On Tuesday 27 November, we invited the Primary Mental Health Team (PMHT) into Finham Park 2 to speak to
all our Year 7’s. The talks were on emotional resilience and how important it is to not only look after our bodies
but our minds too. The five main points being:
- Connect with people
- Keep Learning
- Give
- Be Active
- Take Notice
The students were all well engaged throughout the session and hopefully they have all taken something from
the presentation to enable them to keep their mind healthy.

Parking & Road Safety
Thank you to parents and carers who have followed our request to not park on the pavement
on Torrington Avenue this academic year- it really does make the roads much safer for students
when leaving school.
If you do need to collect your child from school, please can you do so with care and
consideration for others. The safety of our students as well as parents/carers and small children
from the nursery is paramount.
Following on from this, please make sure your child has the correct gear for cycling including a suitable and
safe helmet alongside reflective clothing and lights for when the days get shorter.

Equipment- being ready for learning
The Christmas holiday is an ideal time to stock up on equipment for school. Please can parents help their
children ensure they have all the necessary equipment for learning. We expect a minimum of: pen, pencil,
(it’s better to have a few of each), ruler, eraser, pencil sharpener, calculator, reading book, planner, and
Children’s University Passport. If students don’t have the necessary equipment it can disturb valuable learning
time.

Important dates for next half term
Start dates for the new academic year
21 December

Christmas Jumper Day / Last Day of Half Term- early close 1:25pm

22 Dec – 6 Jan

CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY

7 January

MAT Training Day – School closed to all students

8 January

Training Day – School closed to all students

9 January

First day of Spring Term – school starts ay normal time – No OOSHL this week

15 January

Year 8 Options Information Evening

24 January

Year 8 Parents’ Evening – OOSHL cancelled

12 February

Year 9 Parents’ Evening – OOSHL cancelled

15 February

Last day of half term – school finishes at normal time

Important dates for the complete year can be found on our school calendar.

Free School Meals- are you entitled?
If parents wish to apply for school meals or want to check if you are eligible please go to the following website
www.coventry.gov.uk/applyforfreeschoolmeals. Alternatively, parents can visit the Contact Centre in the city
centre (next to River Island) where you can make an application. If you need any support or guidance with
this, please contact the school office.

Attendance- advice to parents
•
•
•
•
•
•

Our minimum expectation is 96% attendance
If your child is ill, please don’t send them
If they have a ‘minor ailment’ please send them in
We do not approve any holidays taken in school time
Please contact the school straight away to let us know if your
child is absent
If there are ongoing medical problems, please keep us informed
keep us informed

If you have any questions or suggestions, please get in touch via email or :

www.finhampark2.co.uk

Finham Park 2

@FinhamPark2

