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Message from the Headteacher, Russell Plester
Spring Term has been another exciting and busy time at Finham Park
2. The recruitment of additional teaching staff, as the school continues
to grow, is almost complete. We are delighted to have been able to
recruit colleagues of such a high calibre to join us in September despite
national shortages of teachers in many areas. We will, of course, be
asking our new staff to share a photo and ‘pen portrait’ with parents
in a future newsletter- something they all love! During the summer term
we will also be recruiting for support staff to join our growing team.
There has also been a bewildering amount of exciting activities going on to engage and
excite our students: from World Book Day; trip to Covent Garden Opera House to see the
ballet of Romeo & Juliet; a Student Leadership visit to Dol-y-Moch; maths challenge,
science trip to the Big Bang… and on top of all of this, Year 8 have been choosing their
GCSE options! It has also been wonderful to meet so many of our parents with a turnout at
Parents’ Evenings of over 90%.
Over this term I have reflected on the Finham Park 2 ‘journey’ from 4 years ago when we
applied to the Department for Education to open a new school to where we are today- a
thriving, hugely oversubscribed, exciting school where students are making great progress.
What has struck me most is how our continued success has been such a brilliant team effort:
dedicated staff and governors; supportive parents; engaged students; as well as support
from colleagues from our Multi-Academy Trust. I would like to express my gratitude to
everyone for supporting us on our journey to make Finham Park 2 a ‘World Class’ school,
where the students have ‘the times of their lives’ and staff have the highest aspirations and
expectations of our students.

With best wishes,
Russell Plester

Department Focus – D&T and Engineering
Year 7 and 8
Students have delighted us during the Autumn and Spring terms with the effort and quality of work produced
in class and homework. Mrs Allton and Mr Bown have been particularly impressed with the brilliant attitude to
learning shown so far by both year groups.
Year 7 started with the trinket box project which aimed at introducing
students to a variety of skills and techniques in the workshop. We start the
GCSE journey straight away in Year 7 so students get as much experience
as possible on practical work to build their confidence in independently
using tools and machines accurately and condifently. Year 7 have now
also completed an Architecture project which focuses on cretaive ideas
and teamwork as well as further improvement on their knowledge of
materials and sustainability.
The Autumn term project in Year 8 focuses on developing design and practical skills further from Year 7.
Students created a range of keyrings in different materials and using different tools including CAD/CAM with
the laser cutter. They also looked at graphics and marketing and created blister pack packaging with the
vacuum former. Their current project is really stretching their design and practical skills and they are making
biomimicry inspired passive speakers that have to have at least one section made from concrete.
Year 9 and 10
Year 9 Product Designers are currently working on an Upcycled project
having spent the first term developing their experience of using tools and
equipment alongside theory work on the properties on materials. Their
upcycled clocks are currently a work in progress, but it is brilliant to see
their ideas develop through sketch modelling.
Year 9 Engineers have workd tirelessly throughout the Autumn term on
various projects building up skills for the Cambridge Nationals course
they will embark on. They have worken on core knowledge,
understanding of key concepts and practical skills of designing and
making in various material areas. In the Spring term, they started the first
full Designing and Making project, The Concrete Product, and created
innovative and original designs for a product using the new composite
material.
Year 10 Engineers have worked through the Autumn term on core skills
for the exam element of the course, along with the skills involved with
sketching and presenting ideads creatively and using a variety of
techniques. They have learnt to use industry standard CAD software
accurately to create det ailed and tricky models of objects ot be able
to build up portfolios of design work.
Year 10 Product Design students have undertaken a Practice NEA (non-examined assessment) to prepare for
the final GCSE year, going through the idea creation to modelling and presenting the portfolio. They have
also worked through different components of the exam element of building up core skills and knowledge.
Product Designers have also had little projects along the way to build up confidence in designing and making
skills throughout the year so far.

Trips and Events
I was very proud that our Year 9’s (with some super Year 8’s) were involved as the first school this academic
year in the Design Lab Nation project with the V&A Museum, The Herbert Museum and Art Gallery and
designer Gemma May Latham. They were involved in trips and school workshops and were always absolutely
brilliant and a pleasure for staff to work with.
We are really looking forward to our trip to Barcelona in May and have many of our Year 9’s attending as well
as some Year 8 students. The trip involves visits to galleries, museums and architecture higlights, including the
work of Gaudi and a visit to the Nou Camp.
In Jun, 10 Year 8/9 students from FP2 will attend a 3 day ‘residential’ at Coventry University in their Automotive
Design department organised by The Smallpiece Trust. This is a fantastic opportunity and we were pleased
with how much interest there was in this event. Unfortunately, we were only given 10 places so not everyone
is able to attend who wanted to, but hopefully there will be other chances to get involved with STEM outreach
and career events.
OOSHL
Tuesday makers club with Mr Bown – Attendee’s to Makers Club have undergone many different projects,
some still ongoing. The main project is creating an uncycled go kart out of a shopping trolley. Some other
projects include a plastic topped hammer, as well as various school helped projects.
Drone club with Mrs Allton – We recently had a visit from Kerry Blakeman who is a professional drone pilot,
and the Coventry University drone racing team. We will hopefully continue to build these links as part of our
Engineering curriculum.
Next Term (Summer)…
- Maker Club with Mr Bown – On Tuesday’s in room G.05. Feeling innovative? Feeling like anything’s
possible? Come along to Makers Club, show us what you can make.
- Year 10 Masterclass with Mr Bown – On Thursday’s in room G.05. For Year 10 Product Design and
Engineering students, help with exam/coursework skills.
- Textiles Club with Mrs Allton – On Wednesday’s in room 1.06. Come along to have a god at small textile
projects including learning how to sew, using a sewing machine, making small textile products, batik
and other surface decortation techniques.
- Aigineers Drone Club with Mrs Allton – On Tuesday’s in room 1.06. We will continue with our girls team
getting ready to compete in local competitions. Anyone who is interested in joining, please see Mrs
Allton.

Department Focus – English
Year 7
This term Year 7 have been exploring the Alaskan wilderness and unravelling the mysteries that take place
there in their class reader ‘Revolver’. They have developed their ability to analyse language and explore
characters through a range of activities, ranging from character illustration to hot-seating, and have
developed confidence by sharing the reading of the novel across the class. Their ability to produce analytical
paragraphs has come on leaps and bounds, developing this skill to which they have only been recently
introduced. We look forward to seeing how they develop their own interpretations of a text into next term.
Year 8
Year 8 were focusing initially on Criminals and Detectives, reading Arthur
Conan-Doyle’s ‘Sherlock Holmes’ and Roald Dahl’s ‘Lamb to the
Slaughter’. Exploring how the different texts portray detectives in different
ways. They created some imaginative posters, exploring the conventions
of the genre in great depth as well as making them engaging for their
audience. Later, they have been looking at truly terrifying gothic writing,
having the opportunity to explore their own creative vision through their
writing. Some of the setting they have created are truly spine-tingling!
Year 8 also sees some of our keenest readers, containing two of our highestscoring Accelerated Reader attaining students, and having a truly
exceptional overall reading age. Well done, Year 8!
Year 9
Year 9 have been focusing their efforts on violence… within a
literature context. They have been developing their understanding
of GCSE examination expectations by working through various fiction
extracts centered on skills for Section A of Paper 1. To conclude their
studies this half term, they have been producing presentations and
monologues to emulate the Spoken Language component for next
year. This has brought out some beautiful and emotive subjects that
some students can most eloquently express through the spoken word
and challenged others to develop their confidence in front of the
class. We are exceptionally proud of all of them for pushing
themselves so hard at the end of a long half term.
Year 10
Year 10 have been working with the University of Warwick this term on
the ‘Writing Wrongs’ project, designed to develop their knowledge of
different social and political topics, and to write about them with
sensitivity and integrity. We had published authors and journalists visit
the school to host workshops looking at the migrant crisis and had
some phenomenal pieces of writing produced as a result. Thirteen of
these pieces were refined, and later submitted to the University for
personalized feedback from their academics. Each of these students
was invited to a celebration event at the UoW, where they received their feedback and their writing was
celebrated, most notably two students winning special prizes for the inventiveness and creativity of their
pieces. A truly amazing conclusion to a challenging topic for all.

Library News – Spring Term 2019 with Mrs Kerr
Accelerated Reader Success
This term has been a phenomenal success in terms of Accelerated Reader. This week I have had the pleasure
of awarding so many AR award badges that I will have to order more for the summer term!
So far this academic year I have awarded 121 Bronze awards, 53 Silver awards, 24 Gold awards, and 9 Master
awards! To achieve this, students must undertake the following:
Bronze
For taking at least 3 quizzes OR reading 50,000 words AND achieving at least 85% average.
Silver
For taking at least 10 quizzes OR reading 200,000 words AND achieving at least 85% average.
Gold
For taking at least 25 quizzes OR reading 500,000 words AND achieving at least 85% average.
Master
For taking at least 50 quizzes OR reading 1,000,000 words AND achieving at least 90% average.
It is so impressive that we have so many students reading such a large number of books. This will have a direct
impact on their results across all curriculum subjects. Well done!
Accelerated Reader Mentor Championship
Congratulations to NG02 who won the AR mentor competition during the winter
term. Mr Jay has set a fabulous example to his mentor group, role modelling reading
every day, and encouraging students to choose a book that interests them in order
to improve reading success.
NG02 enjoyed a pancake breakfast as an award for their hard work, although, as
one of the students pointed out: “Reading is a reward in itself!” I couldn’t agree
more!

New Library Displays
I was really proud of the students who learnt the art of book
folding to create a new display for our library. It is quite
complicated and took a while for all of us (including me!) to
get my head around! However, the results are very effective
and show exactly how we feel about reading.

World Book Day
We love World Book Day at Finham Park 2, particularly
the fact that everybody is involved! The annual staff
dressing up is a particular highlight, with this year
surpassing all others in costume creation. From Little Red
Riding Hood to The Boy in the Dress, a whole range of
literary characters were represented.
We also gifted a new book to every member of staff and
every student to ensure that they have some fabulous
new reading material to get absorbed in.

Finham Park 2 working with W H Smith
We are massively grateful to W H Smith Coventry for their ongoing support of Finham Park 2 Library. Ian and
his team
at W H Smith have been very generous with both their time and resources this term which has enabled us to
enhance the learning experience of all our students. On World Book Day, a number of our students were
invited to tour ‘behind the scenes’ at W H Smith and help to create one of their displays. At the end of the
session we were presented with £500 of book vouchers to spend on the new library resources, and 4 boxes of
brans new books for the students. We are very grateful for their support.

UKMAT Maths Challenge
On Thursday 7 February, 20 of our most talented mathematicians from Year 9 and 10 took part in the annual
Intermediate Maths Challenge that is organised by the UK Mathematics Trust. This involves students
completing a variety of complex problems with multiple choice answers. Although this helps, students are
deducted marks for incorrect answers and this therefore encourages students to think carefully about the
problems that they are solving.
A huge congratulations goes to Monika Pekosz for achieving enough marks to receive a Bronze award as
well as Best in Year alongside Haziq Raja Mazuir for achieving Best in Year for Year 9.
The Junior Maths Challenge for Years 7 and 8 will be taking place on Tuesday 30 April, so watch this space!

Big Bang Trip
The Big Bang Fair is a STEM exhibition held at the NEC every year that draws exhibitors from all aspects of
Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths. Two large coaches of Year 7 students travelled along the A45
to gain an insight into the kinds of real-world applications their learning could have in the future. While there,
students tried out a massive range of activities:
• Watching engaging presentations about science
• Flying drones
• Coding
• Creating electronics and slime
• Finding out about how technology is used to develop fitness in the army
• Looking at student research projects
• Meeting real-life scientists and engineers (and some creepy-crawlies)
• Looking at cars, an armoured assault vehicle, and helicopter and fighter jets up close
• Solving puzzles, codes and quizzes

Staying Safe Workshop
On Wednesday 13 March, students from across years 7-10 took part in the Staying Safe
programme delivered by the Positive Youth Foundation (PYF) in collaboration with West
Midlands Police, Coventry City Council, the Police and Crime Commissioners office and
Street Doctors.
The aim of the programme is to help young people make positive life choices and avoid
the dangers of getting involved in knife crime and other forms of violence. The Staying Safe programme is
being rolled out to every secondary school in Coventry. It has been delivered to 14 schools and seen more
than 167 participants so far, with over 90 per cent agreeing the sessions had helped them to better
understand the consequences of violence.
Dean Kavanagh, chairman of Positive Youth Foundation, said: “The need for a coordinated, joined-up
approach to tackling youth violence in Coventry is something partners and schools have been calling for. It’s
vital to get into schools and other places across the city and engage with our young people, to speak their
language and bring about positive changes… and we believe this programme is crucial for Coventry”.

#HotChocFriday
We started ‘Hot Chocolate Friday’ as an event
to celebrate the students who have achieved
the best overall Attitude to Learning scores and
greatest progress made so far this year. During
the last few weeks the Leadership Team have
met with Year 10 and 7 students for a hot
chocolate as well as those showing excellence
in Maths.

Plas Dol y Moch 2019
Twenty of our students joined Mrs Brake and Mrs Lewis in an adventure packed trip to Plas Dol y Moch in North
Wales. We split into two groups for the activities on the first two days and then came back together for a final
challenge. The focus of the trip was leadership and students explored a range of different skills such as team
work, communication, listening skills and problem solving. By working as a team, they all managed to get to
the summit of the mountain, travel safely up a gorge through fast flowing water, complete a range of climbing
challenges along the coast and also built amazing rafts that survived launching and rescuing their team
ducks. Students had a busy time in the evenings as well, taking part in the labyrinth challenge, the senior night
line and orienteering. The trip was rounded off with hot chocolate around the camp fire and some star gazing.

TechWeCan
We were delighted to be asked to take part in a trial of the TechWeCan programme alongside 4 other Finham
Park MAT/Lion Alliance schools. We were the first 5 schools to be involved and based on our feedback, it is
now being adapted and rolled out for the second phase of trials with 100 schools across the country. The
project has evolved from the TechSheCan charter aimed at encouraging more females into technology
related careers. The project now has the backing of over 100 businesses.
The project can be run by any subject area in school, but as a STEM project we felt that Design and
Technology should lead on it at Finham Park 2.
25 Year 8 students were chosen to take part in the project, and we held workshops covering the set ‘lessons’
during a day and a couple of morning or afternoon sessions. The ‘lessons’ included Tech for Health, Inclusion,
Manufacturing and Fun. Mrs Allton and Mr Hartshorn delivered the sessions along with Mrs Patel from Lyng
Hall. Our students were brilliant during the workshops and gave very valuable feedback which Mrs Allton
shared with TechWeCan staff.
Students enjoyed trying out the different apps during the sessions and learning about different careers and
job roles. Since doing the project the apps and lessons have been shared with over 100 teachers at our recent
TeachMeet by Mrs Patel who works for our MAT and TechSheCan. We have also shared some of them
internally during staff briefings so that they can be used across the school in a variety of subjects.
Have a look at our Twitter page for more photos and information about the projects we are involved with.
@DandT_FP2

OOSHL – Summer Term
The exciting new OOSHL programme is now available to book into through the Frog
website. We are offering a wide range of clubs as usual including arts, design,
performance, languages and sports. There are a number of new OOSHLs this term
including subject revision and intervention sessions.
Please remember all students should sign up for at least one OOSHL although
you are always welcome to attend more. Once you have committed to an
OOSHL, there is an expectation that you attend every week and not swap
from one to another without staff permission.
Please sign up over the Easter holiday and be ready to start the first week
back!

The Knife Angel visits Coventry
Some of you may already know that Coventry has had a visitor recently
in the form of an angel. The Knife Angel is a National Monument against
Violence and Aggression and is currently situated outside Coventry
Cathedral for anyone to visit. The sculpture was created with the
intention of bringing the issue of knife crime to the front of society’s
consciousness. The angel is made from knives which have been
surrendered to the 43 UK police forces across the country, showing the
sheer volume that the country is currently dealing with.
The Knife Angel has been on tour since last year and has now landed in Coventry. The angel is available to
view up until Tuesday 23 April outside Coventry Cathedral. Knife crime in Coventry has recently become a
more conscious issue, with several high-profile attacks being portrayed in the media this past year. It has been
noted that the city hopes the presence of the Knife Angel could help to improve awareness of the effects of
knife crime in the community. The Knife Angel will be travelling to Birmingham and Gloucester later in the
year.
Finham Park 2 would like to encourage its students and their families to visit this monument whilst it is in
Coventry.

Parking & Road Safety
Thank you to parents and carers who have followed our request to not park on the pavement
on Torrington Avenue this academic year- it really does make the roads much safer for students
when leaving school.
If you do need to collect your child from school, please can you do so with care and
consideration for others. The safety of our students as well as parents/carers and small children
from the nursery is paramount.
Following on from this, please make sure your child has the correct gear for cycling including a suitable and
safe helmet alongside reflective clothing and lights for when the days get shorter.

Equipment- being ready for learning
Please can parents help their children ensure they have all the necessary equipment for learning. We expect
a minimum of: pen, pencil, (it’s better to have a few of each), ruler, eraser, pencil sharpener, calculator,
reading book and planner. If students don’t have the necessary equipment it can disturb valuable learning
time.

Important dates for next half term
Start dates for the new academic year
12 April

Last day of Term – school finishes at normal time

13 April – 28 April

EASTER HOLIDAY

29 April

First day of Summer Term

2 May

Year 8 and 9 HPV vaccinations

2 May

Star Studded Celebration of Success (SSCOS)

6 May

Bank Holiday

24 May

Last day of Half Term – school finishes at normal time

Important dates for the complete year can be found on our school calendar.

Free School Meals- are you entitled?
If parents wish to apply for school meals or want to check if you are eligible please go to the following website
www.coventry.gov.uk/applyforfreeschoolmeals. Alternatively, parents can visit the Contact Centre in the city
centre (next to River Island) where you can make an application. If you need any support or guidance with
this, please contact the school office.

Attendance- advice to parents
•
•
•
•
•
•

Our minimum expectation is 96% attendance
If your child is ill, please don’t send them
If they have a ‘minor ailment’ please send them in
We do not approve any holidays taken in school time
Please contact the school straight away to let us know if your
child is absent
If there are ongoing medical problems, please keep us informed
keep us informed

If you have any questions or suggestions, please get in touch via email or :

www.finhampark2.co.uk

Finham Park 2

@FinhamPark2

