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Message from the Headteacher, Russell Plester
Welcome to our first newsletter of the 2019-20 academic year. I hope you all
had a good summer break even though it seems a long time ago now. I’d
like to welcome our new parents and of course new Year 7s. The school
newsletter is a half-termly way of sharing what’s been going on at Finham
Park 2. If you’re interested in previous newsletters these are available on our
website at www.finhampark2.co.uk.

So, has anything exciting been happening during the first half term? Here are a few examples of
what’s been going on and you can decide!
-

-

Our student numbers have increased by 120 with now 600 students on role we feel like a
‘proper school’ now!
We are supporting our first cohort of Year 11 students to hopefully achieve some fantastic
grades in the summer.
It was also great to see so many Year 11 parents at our GCSE information evening- thank you
for your ongoing support.
Alongside Year 11 GCSEs coming up, we are currently setting up Finham Park 2 Sixth Form.
For more information please visit https://sixthform.finhampark2.co.uk/.
A wonderful group of FP2 students curated the final event at this year’s National Science
Week at Warwick University, taking over The Oculus building with their exciting programme.
Our first cohort of students have successfully completed their Bronze Duke of Edinburgh
Expedition, brilliantly supported by a crack team of staff.
We had a fantastic turnout to our Open Evening for next year’s Year 7, with brilliant support
from our current students showing parents around and telling them about our wonderful
school. A special mention to Shaun, Amy and Josh who spoke to over 500 parents about
their experiences at FP2 in their first few weeks- very impressive!
Numerous sporting fixtures have taken place.
It was also great to welcome Year 7 parents to the Meet the Mentor evening…
… our Year 7s have settled in superbly- what a year group!

We continue with the aim to make Finham Park 2 a ‘World Class’ school where the students have
‘the time of their lives’ and staff have the highest aspirations and expectations of our students. Our
students and staff continue to make me extremely proud of being headteacher of Finham Park 2.
With best wishes,
Russell Plester

Department Focus – Art with Mrs Pendergrast
This year we launched the Art & Photography trips beginning with the
Barcelona Experience with Year 9. Students encountered fantastic
architecture and design whilst soaking up the culture! In addition, this half
term, 21 students are off to New York and Washington(!) to explore the Art,
History and culture. This will help students with the coursework and exam
units. It will be an action packed week of learning experiences. Keep your
eyes open for further trips and opportunities! Catch updates on @FP2_ART
on Twitter.
We have had more success with competitions. The Knife Crime Project has linked us with the local MP and
parliament (watch this space!). We have two more national and international competitions about to launch
with great prizes. Students will be finding out more information regarding these in lessons. The FP2
ArtChallenge@Home has been launched and KS3 winners will exhibit the GCSE exhibition and receive prizes.
A letter was sent out at the beginning of the academic year including further info.

The new Year 7’s are fantastic! In lessons we have focussed on introducing essential skills. After half term Year
8 will be starting their first project ‘Inspired by Nature’ where we will create 2D and 3D pieces of work. Any
donations of shells, seedpods and other natural objects are greatly received (even taxidermy!). Enrichment
and OOSHL have been excellent! In Art we’ve been looking at abstract portraits, drawing with wire, using
paint and pastels and we are now working with clay. In Photography, we have a talented bunch learning
DSLR photography and Photoshop and just last week they were in the studio using the lights creating some
amazing results! World Class Art opportunities!

Year 8 launched straight into ‘The Imagunarium’. The homework based on Sid’s toys from Toy Story,
Metamorphosis and Surrealism has been outstanding and we now have many strange creatures who have
taken up residence in the Art department! We are continuing with steam punk and any donations of items
that are electrical/mechanical and can be taken apart are appreciated. Going forward we have Pop Art
and digital illustrations scheduled. The current Year 8’s are a hugely talented bunch and we hope to have
record numbers choose Art and/or Photography as GCSE’s later in the year.

Eager Year 9 artists began their GCSE by looking beyond aesthetic aspects of art and focussing on art as a
language that transcends time, culture and language in our topic ‘World Issues’. Currently we are focussing
on Freedom & Captivity and have been using the Declaration of Human Rights and historical and current
events as inspiration. Year 9 have been charged with a difficult task but have grasped it well and have begun
to think deeply about context and are beginning to create some fantastic outcomes. We look forward to
where they take it! Year 9 photographers have also had a great start getting to grips with the functions of
DSLR cameras in their introductory unit. We look forward to seeing their fantastic work as they now begin to
explore topics in greater depth.

Our Year 10 artists have started steadily using water colour and pastels in their first coursework pages and will
soon begin Vanitas paintings using more complex acrylic paint techniques as well as printmaking and
ceramics before they move onto their own ideas and development. Whilst the Year 10 photographers have
jumped straight into their own projects and have been working hard on research, ideas and in the studio, we
have already had some top quality experimental shoots taking place and we are all looking forward to seeing
the outcomes and amazing work they come up with!

Year 11 artists and photographers are coming to the end of their coursework units. We have seen them make
such amazing progress, some work is utterly breath taking and they at times have astounded us with their
talent. The facilities in photography and digital programmes we provide at FP2 has allowed them to create
World Class pieces of work far beyond expectations and they should all be very proud of their achievements.
We cannot wait to see what they produce in the next 2 months to finish their coursework before we had on
to the exam unit in January. We will have a show at the end of the year, which all students and their families
will be invited to, to celebrate their talent!

The department is always looking for donations of newspaper for covering tables, magazines on
photography, items of steam punk sculptures to take apart, old or unusual things to draw, wool and textiles
items, offcuts of wood/MDF, and donated paint/white emulsion, cooking and icing cutters, nuts and bolts
etc. Please feel free to donate at any time!
A polite reminder regarding payments for KS3 3D is on ParentPay as are all homework and resource packs for
the GCSE groups. We appreciate your support as always and will continue to give your children the best
opportunities possible.

Department Focus – MFL with Mr Wiggins
A year can be a long time in a school and it is no exception in the MFL department. Mr Wiggins and Mr Bolatti
are now established members of the department and we have welcomed Mr Yin into the department as our
resident Mandarin expert. Mr Yin is native to Beijing and an expert in language acquisition. We have also
welcomed our new Hanban teacher, Miss Zhang, in the past few weeks as she has already made a world of
difference to MEP students. Miss Zhang is a qualified teacher of Chinese as a Foreign Language in China and
will be working with us for the rest of this academic year.
KS3
Over the past year our Year 7’s have produced some excellent work on
Spanish and French festivals and have created some excellent posters on
día de los muertos, Bastille day and others. Our new Year 7 cohort have
been acquainting themselves with new words and sounds and using their
knowledge to complete 1 pen, 1 dice translation races.
Year 8 have had the opportunity to watch a film in French or Spanish (Le
Petit Nicholas in French, and Coco in Spanish) and have created some
fantastic work in the past tense to describe a recent film they have seen
and then turned them into film reviews which now hang in the corridor of
the MFL department.
The MEP programme goes from strength to strength and we now have groups up to Year 9. It is amazing to
walk into any MEP class and see the amazing progress they make and the way they are able to learn how to
draw Chinese characters with such apparent ease.
KS4
One of the great things about the new GCSE specification is the focus on culture. Year 10 Spanish and French
will be spending the next half term looking at the different ways that Christmas and Easter are celebrated
across the Spanish and French speaking world after spending this half term consolidating their knowledge of
how to describe various aspects of their school. We will also learn about typical Spanish and French festivals
such as “Las fiestas de San Fermín” in Pamplona (the running of the bulls) and Bastille Day in France and
learning how to describe typical British festivals such as Bonfire night.
Year 11 are busy preparing for their first full mock speaking exam which will take place at the beginning of
November. This Year 11 cohort have really come a long way since the beginning of Year 10 and fingers
crossed their mock exams will show this.

Trips
Trips are always a highlight in any MFL department and at FP2 it is no
different. The joint trip with Finham Park School to Almeria in southern
Spain was a great success last year and has now been launched this
year which Year 9 are really looking forward to. Highlights include a
day in our link school, Colegio Nuestra eñora de Milagro, an
afternoon on the beach in the Cabo de Gata national park, an
excursion to Granada with a tour of the breath taking Alhambra
palace and a day at a waterpark. The trip to Noyon and Paris has
also been launched for this year with a day in a French school, a boat
trip down the Seine and a trip to Disneyland all planned.
We also had our first MEP intensive learning trip to Shanghai in July which was superbly led by Mrs Brake and
Mrs Wang. Students made excellent progress over the two weeks in Shanghai, learning Mandarin in the
morning at East China Normal University followed by putting the language learnt that morning into practice
in real life situations in the afternoon. Planning for next year’s trip is already under way.

Library News! – with Mrs Kerr
New books!
We have been incredibly fortunate during the summer holidays to have both purchased and had donated
over 200 new books for our fabulous school library. I am in the process of preparing the books to go out on
the shelves and I am hoping to have all of the new items ready for loan by November. We can’t wait!
We have also been extremely fortunate to have had a new selection from
the School’s Library Service. Each year we borrow 300 items from them
which we in turn loan to our students. This year we have selected a wide
range of fiction, non-fiction, large print and talking books. Over half of the
items are brand new, and many have already flown off of the shelves to be
read by our eager students.
Accelerated Reader
We are continuing with our ever-successful Accelerated Reader
programme. I am pleased to say that despite only having had a short half
term I have already presented 34 bronze awards, 11 silver awards and 3
gold awards. This is a fabulous achievement by our most avid readers who
have had to read over 500,000 words to achieve their gold badges. Well
done everybody!
Student Librarians
I am delighted to say that our incredibly successful Student Librarian scheme is in its second year and as
popular as ever! 25 of our students from across all year groups regularly volunteer in the library helping with
the issue and discharge of books, shelving and tidying. I would not be able to run the library without them.
After an induction and training period, students must accrue 10 hours of voluntary service before earning their
librarian badge. Some of our students are utilising their volunteering as part of their Duke of Edinburgh Award.

Book Club
Book Club is held in the library on a Monday during OOSHL time. The half term we have been reading Sherlock
Holmes and a series of short stories. I have been really impressed by the discussions that have taken place
relating to the texts and the explanations provided by our older students to enhance the understanding of
our Year 7 and 8 participants. After half term our Book Club members will be representing the school at the
Coventry School’s Lit Quiz. They are already studying hard and I know they will do well.
Harry Potter Club
Our Harry Potter OOSHL which takes place on a Thursday after school is as popular as ever! This term we have
created our own Bertie Bott’s Every Flavour Beans, been sorted into houses, and created potions and
explosions in the science laboratories amongst other activities. Our Christmas visit to the Warner Brother’s
Studio where the films were made is planned for the 10 th December, and needless to say all students (and
staff) are highly excited about this opportunity.
Library Dog
Finham Park 2 are proud to be supporting the work of the Guide Dog
Association by welcoming into school Alan, a Guide Dog puppy. Alan was born
on the 7th June 2019 and is a Golden Retriever Labrador cross. He is living with
me for the year and making regular visits into school to meet with children and
staff. Alan has enjoyed listening to students read during library lessons, and we
have seen an exponential rise in the number of students willing to read aloud
since his arrival! Alan will be in school until June of next year when he will go to
be formally trained and eventually paired with a blind of partially sighted
individual. It is hoped that his experiences within the school will prepare him for
his future role. However, when the time comes, he will be much missed by
students and staff alike who enjoy his company!

Mandarin Excellence Programme
In July we took 21 students to the East China Normal University in Shanghai for a two week intensive Mandarin
programme. The students worked hard in lessons all morning developing their language skills and then in the
afternoon and evening we went to a variety of exciting places around the city. We visited the Oriental Pearl
Tower and walked on the glass floor suspended over 250m from the ground as well as visiting local markets,
taking a boat tour along the river and visiting a spectacular Buddhist temple. Students covered a wide range
of topics in their lessons and developed their confidence daily. We were joined by students from one of the
Shanghai schools and this meant students were able to practice their skills further with native speakers as well
as learn more about their culture and way of life. Students learned how to live together and were brilliant in
supporting each other and got on really well with the students from Lyng Hall and Finham Park. This was truly
a trip of a lifetime for our Year 8 students!

Bridge Building with ARUP Engineering –
with Mr Bown
On Monday 23 September it was my privilege to take 7 students from Finham Park 2 to work on a collaborative
project with the exhibition and art engineering company ARUP. In the lead up to this day, students had been
working on mini Da Vinci Bridge that was released on a much grander scale inside Coventry Cathedral. It was
an excellent experience for our students who got the opportunity to apply engineering skills in a way not
always possible in lesson under the tutorage and guidance of ARUP. All students were a credit to the school
receiving lots of praise from members of the public and those working in the cathedral. ARUP are excited to
continue this partnership as we are… So, watch this space!

Wizard of Oz – with Miss O’Donnell
In July, students from Years 7-10 performed three shows of The Wizard of Oz. 50 students in total contributed
to the production, whether they were a lead character, part of the ensemble, backstage or helping with the
technical aspects of the show. Each student displayed tremendous amounts of professionalism and all
worked together to put on a highly entertaining, comical performance with some outstanding vocals and
dancing.
For our matinee dress rehearsal, we were pleased to welcome the Year 6 classes from St Christopher’s and
Templars. All students were very well behaved and I am pleased to have some of those Year 6’s in the Drama
Production Club now for this year’s production.
I was incredibly proud of every single student involved and the show wouldn’t have been possible without all
the help, enthusiasm and star-quality from everyone involved. They were all a pleasure to work with and I do
believe we have some budding stars. The holistic approach made it even more special for me as students
mastered backstage, sound, lighting, head mics, scene changes, costume changes and so much more
without any help from me during the show, meaning I could sit back and relax and feel very proud. I received
amazing feedback about all three shows and how well the students performed.

eSports OOSHL Request
FP2 eSports OOSHL is looking for equipment.
If you have any old Tv’s, game consoles or accessories (e.g. controllers) that you would like to donate, they
would be much appreciated by our students.
Please contact Mr Jay on a.jay@finhampark2.co.uk for any queries.

Parking & Road Safety
Thank you to parents and carers who have followed our request to not park on the pavement
on Torrington Avenue this academic year- it really does make the roads much safer for students
when leaving school.
If you do need to collect your child from school, please can you do so with care and
consideration for others. The safety of our students as well as parents/carers and small children
from the nursery is paramount.
Following on from this, please make sure your child has the correct gear for cycling including a suitable and
safe helmet alongside reflective clothing and lights for when the days get shorter.

Equipment- being ready for learning
Please can parents help their children ensure they have all the necessary equipment for learning. We expect
a minimum of: pen, pencil, (it’s better to have a few of each), ruler, eraser, pencil sharpener, calculator and
reading book. If students don’t have the necessary equipment it can disturb valuable learning time.

Important dates for next half term
Start dates for the new academic year
18 October

End of Autumn Half Term 1 – students leave school at normal time

28 October

First Day of Autumn Term 2

31 October

Year 7 & 8 Aiming for Success Evening

7 November

Sixth Form Open Evening – school closes to students at 1:25pm

15 November

Children in Need – non-uniform day

20 December

Christmas Jumper Day / Last Day of Half Term – early close at 1:25pm

Important dates for the complete year can be found on our school calendar.

Free School Meals- are you entitled?
If parents wish to apply for school meals or want to check if you are eligible please go to the following website
www.coventry.gov.uk/applyforfreeschoolmeals. Alternatively, parents can visit the Contact Centre in the city
centre (next to River Island) where you can make an application. If you need any support or guidance with
this, please contact the school office.

Attendance- advice to parents
•
•
•
•
•
•

Our minimum expectation is 96% attendance
If your child is ill, please don’t send them
If they have a ‘minor ailment’ please send them in
We do not approve any holidays taken in school time
Please contact the school straight away to let us know if your child is absent
If there are ongoing medical problems, please keep us informed
keep us informed

If you have any questions or suggestions, please get in touch via email or :

www.finhampark2.co.u k

Finham Park 2

@FinhamPark2

