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Message from the Headteacher, Russell Plester
I write this sitting working at my kitchen table, not in school. This time last year,
or even last half term, terms such as ‘lockdown’ and ‘social distancing’ were
not commonly used. Few had heard of coronavirus. Few could have
predicted our current situation. Schools closed to the bemusement of staff,
parents and students alike with so many questions unanswered. 20th March
could be the last day for many of our first Year 11 cohort- and what about
GCSEs? It was an emotional finish- and still is for many.
I would first like to say thank you to parents/carers for doing such a great job home-educating your
children. We know you are doing your absolute best despite the circumstances and for that we
thank you. I would also like to thank our fabulous staff team not just for preparing work for students
at home; checking in on students where needed; sorting out free school meal vouchers; but also
for volunteering to come into school to educate children of key workers, vulnerable children and
students with Educational Health Care Plans. I am pleased to say we have also been able to send
vital protective equipment to Walsgrave Hospital from our Design Technology Department.
I would also like to thank parents/carers for their emails and letters of thanks and positivity during
these difficult times- they really do mean a huge amount to our staff.
Before school closed, as usual, there was lots of exciting things going on- hence the bumper issue!
The recruitment of additional teaching staff, as the school continues to grow and prepare for
opening our 6th Form is almost complete. We are delighted to have been able to recruit colleagues
of such a high calibre to join us in September despite national shortages of teachers in many areas.
We will, of course, be asking our new staff to share a photo and ‘pen portrait’ with parents in a
future newsletter- something they all love! During the summer term we will also be recruiting
additional support staff to join our growing team.
There has also been a bewildering amount of exciting activities going on to engage and excite our
students, and on top of all of this, Year 8 have been choosing their GCSE options! It has also been
wonderful to meet so many of our parents with a turnout at Parents’ Evenings of over 90%.
Over this term I have reflected on the Finham Park 2 ‘journey’ from 5 years ago when we applied
to the Department for Education to open a new school to where we are today- a thriving, hugely
oversubscribed, exciting school where students are making great progress. What has struck me most
is how our continued success has been such a brilliant team effort: dedicated staff and governors;
supportive parents; engaged students; as well as support from colleagues from our Multi-Academy
Trust. I would like to express my gratitude to everyone for supporting us on our journey to make
Finham Park 2 a ‘World Class’ school, where the students have ‘the times of their lives’ and staff
have the highest aspirations and expectations of our students.
With best wishes, Russell Plester

Department Focus – Music
As we find ourselves in these strange and challenging times, I can’t help but think about the missed
opportunities, the concerts we won’t do and the trips we won’t go on. However, with that comes reflection
on a year of progression, self-reflection and immense pride in our fledgling music department. Spending more
time at FP2 this year has really opened my eyes to the incredible talent and attitude of our young people.
Everywhere I look I seem to find a new talent, another student with a passion for music, another band asking
for an opportunity to play. I want to Thank You as parents/carers for supporting and backing this passion,
furnishing your children with instruments and taking part in clubs outside school too! The real hard work when
it comes to learning an instrument is outside the classroom and without your support it would not happen as
it does.
Year 7 and 8 – What can I do at home?
It is so important that your child still practices music as part of their home learning but this can take many
forms. I don’t expect people to buy instruments unless you want to! On Frog Assignments you will find a whole
host of popular and classic songs arranged for piano, guitar, bass, ukulele and drums. They do not have to
complete all of them but try to encourage them to pick one or two they like and have a go at home. YouTube
is also an incredible resource that you can use at home with instrumental videos on almost every song and
instrument. There are also online lessons if your child is playing at a technical level.
If you do not have an instrument at home, there are still things you can do. It might not be for everybody, but
the voice is free to use and readily available. There are also many resources and online tests available at BBC
Bitesize. Just got to Bitesize – Music – Key Stage 3.
During what is a potentially stressful time, music is a great release so please find time in your week to allow
your child to express themselves by pursuing their musical interest.
Year 9 & 10 – Playing Live, Playing Loud, Playing Proud
This year saw Project Echo take their incredible talent to so many venues, representing the school at events
across Coventry and further afield. A particular highlight being their performance at the Coal Vaults which
saw almost a whole room of people recording them on their phones and texting friends to tell them about
their quality. This year has also seen them take to the studio! They will always be the first band to cut tracks in
the newly equipped FP2 Recording Studio.
This year also saw the emergence of a whole host of other groups ready to go out and ply their trade taking
part in performances in and out of school.

Live @ Lunch
We kicked off the Live at Lunch sessions with over 30 students taking part since January and I cannot wait to
pick this up when we get back. You never really know how a new idea will be received but I am so happy to
say that our student community embraced the performers, encouraging every single person and ensuring
that a great experience was had by all. A special Thank You to the catering team who had to speak a little
louder than normal to get everyone fed but their support and encouragement was unwavering. It really shows
how all the staff are about the opportunities for the students to shine.

Instrumental Lessons (continuing and new)
Instrument lessons have of course stopped for now however I know that many of you will want to continue as
soon as we get back. We are supporting our teaching team and expect to continue as normal when we
return.
It is normally at this point in the year that we start to plan for lessons for September so if you child is currently
having lessons or if you want to start lessons in September you will need to go to link below and sign up.
Information about costs and lesson length is all there. You can do that as soon as you want but payment will
not be until the first week of September.
Whether you are new to lessons or having lessons already please complete the below form.
https://forms.gle/NtL7e3U3sQLNjbfV9
-

Mr Hunter

“If I were not a physicist, I would probably be a musician. I often think in music. I live my daydreams in music.
I see my life in terms of music.” ― Albert Einstein

Department Focus – Technology
It feels odd writing this from home, just like at school I have cup of strong coffee and I am sat in a kitchen, but
unlike school the buzz, energy and brilliance we see in the department is very much being missed. The D&T
and Food team, I know are missing being in the Kitchen and Workshop working with the pupils of Finham Park
2 and there are exciting plans for projects when we return.
We have been blow away by the amazing home learning that has gone on too, some great designing, food
theory, home cooking and even a shed! All of this is testament that the students of Finham Park 2 belong on
the corridor of awesome.
This school closure has lent more time to reflect especially on our Year 11. The team and I have spoken on
‘Google Meets‘ with great fondness and admiration about this year group and the work they have
completed for their GCSEs. In Product Design the students worked incredibly hard, spending many hours after
school to use 3D printers, laser cutters, resin, vacuum formers, carpentry skills to finish their final prototypes. All
supported by Mr Bown, often working until well after the end of the school day. In the kitchen the young chefs
should still be beaming with pride. We are truly fortunate to have such a well-resourced cooking facility, and
the Year 11’s used it to its full potential, zabaglione, panna cotta, mousse, semi-fredo and many other dishes
where chilled in the blast chiller, the pasta machines produced some stunning and intricate ravioli and other
pasta dishes, knives where used to fillet fish, butcher various meat from chicken to lamb. Several students took
it the next level using molecular gastronomy, sous vide and even an avocado espuma mousse. Over the 6
days, it was a privilege to see young chefs plate up 3 stunning creations, it has been a honour to have cooked
with these young chefs over the past 5 years, the kitchen and myself will certainly miss them, Year 11 have set
the example for every other year to aspire to. In the new academic year there will be pictures of the work,
and they will blow you away.
If you do have any questions about the home learning, please do not hesitate to contact us.
Keep Safe, Keep busy, Keep healthy, Keep happy
Chef Hartshorn and the D&T team.

Department Focus – English
This is a very different article to the one I would have written when I was first asked a few weeks ago. Our
department has changed beyond all recognition in what feels like a few seconds. But the English team at FP2
have risen to the occasion admirably, with the more tech-savvy members of the department providing
excellent support to those of us who are… not.
Like many, we are using Frog and Google Classroom to set and provide feedback on work for our students. I
have been impressed by the tenacity of many of our students in finding and completing the work totally
independently. Using Google Classroom for the first time has been a bit of a revelation, and I am sure that
the rapid learning we have acquired in the last couple of weeks will improve our practice in the long term. I
am already excited about the possibilities that have opened up as a result.

Year 7
Year 7 were in the middle of studying a novel called Revolver by Marcus Sedgwick. Unfortunately we’ve been
unable to continue with this as there is no e-book available. However, Miss Emeney has taken the helm and
is setting some fantastic creative writing work for students to complete whilst we are away from school. After
Easter students can look forward to studying Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde.

Year 8
Year 8 were in the middle of studying The Sign of Four by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, and luckily are able to
continue during this period of remote learning as the free e-book is available at Gutenberg.org and the free
audiobook is available at librivox.org. After Easter they’ll be moving on to Romeo and Juliet.

Year 9
Year 9 are studying a scheme of work based on the theme of violence. Through this scheme they will access
a wide variety of texts all thematically linked so that they can really explore an idea in detail. After Easter,
they’ll begin studying Macbeth, and (fingers crossed) will participate in an RSC Live Lesson on the 28 th April.

Year 10
Year 10 are beginning their study of the Power and Conflict poetry that they will need for their GCSE exams.
Older students in particular seem to really enjoy being able to interact with their teachers in the wat that
Google Classroom allows.

What else is going on?
 We plan to set up a Google Classroom or our students who have applied to do A Level English
Literature. This will be a pre-course reading group and aim to introduce students to some of the
principle theories of literature, as well as some notable texts that will enrich their overall understanding
and experience of the literary world.




FP2 Library will be setting up a Google Classroom for Book Club, utilising Amazon’s offer of free book
on Audible. This offers a group of students the opportunity to access the same book and discuss it.
We are continuing to run our ‘Library’ lessons. Each time students have a Library lesson, they spend
time reading. To encourage this, Accelerated Reader have made it possible to access their software
at home, so that students can continue to quiz and accumulate points. In addition, we will be looking
at using MyON element of the Renaissance software to provide students with other opportunities to
read an quiz.

And finally…
No pressure, but:

Library News! – with Mrs Kerr
What a tale of two halves! I have lots to report – half from the real FP2 Library, and half from my ‘virtual’ Library
which I am operating in these strangely remote times.
The first half of this half term was amazing and busy in the Library, not least because of ‘World Book Day’ (and
doesn’t that seem a long time ago!) The day started as ever with the FP2 tradition of staff dressing up as book
characters including Humpty Dumpty, Mr Strong, Miss Haversham and Anna Karenina. We were joined by
some smaller members of the FP2 family, and of course Alan the library dog who ran off with the tail of The
Cat in the Hat! Students were treated to free books, extended reading times, competitions and special
assemblies. The week of celebrations was rounded off with a celebration breakfast for our top readers. Just
fabulous!

Our library display this half term was kindly supported by the Art
Department who allowed us to showcase some of the Year 7 work
based on plastic in our oceans. The display consisted of a beach
and ocean littered with plastic, and sea creatures created from
plastic waste. Associated books were displayed in amongst the art
work. An official unveiling was held at which all those artists who had
contributed enjoyed cake and squash and a talk from Mrs
Pendergrast.
Little did I know that Friday 20 March would be our final day in the library for a while. But, at unsettling times
we need books even more. I very much believe the quote below encapsulates the situation we currently find
ourselves in.

Although the loaning of physical books is out of the question, I have set up a ‘virtual’ library via Google
Classrooms, and am pleased to have an ever growing student membership. The online book club will have
its first meeting on Thursday this week, using one of the many free book downloads as the subject matter. I
have also given students with the websites providing free online books at this time, along with all of the
fabulous book and author related activities being provided. A number of us enjoyed listening to one of David
Walliams’ World’s Worst Children stories being read at 11am this morning, and are going to watch ‘The Twelfth
Night’ ‘together’ later on this month. Now is a time to embrace all of the resources that would not ordinarily
be made available to us.
We have now been given access to Accelerated Reader quizzes at home. It was heart-warming to see that
within 3 days of this happening, 25 students had already taken quizzes on the books that they had been
reading. I was happy to send out ‘Hot Chocolate Fridays’ in the post to these wonderful individuals. Students
are currently being challenged to write about these books to win an Easter Egg!

Matilda the Musical– with Miss O’Donnell
Every year since being at FP2 I have arranged a trip to see a top musical that
links with our annual school production. This year students from Years 7-10
had the mazing opportunity to go and see Matilda the Musical, in London,
on the 11th March. The trip was organised by Mrs Kerr and I, as this year we
are performing Matilda in 20 Minutes as part of our showcase – A Night at
the Musicals. All students were impeccably behaved, as always, and
thoroughly enjoyed the show. It was full of thoughtful, original choreography,
spectacular costumes, props and set and most impressively of all, was
performed by children the same age as our students, or even younger! It
really inspired our students and I was blown away with how they contributed
to the rehearsal the following day. Thank you to all parents for your support
and enabling these trips to happen and to Mrs Higgerson for volunteering to
come. Mrs O’Donnell (my mum) attended the trip too and was highly
impressed by all the students and has asked to attend every year!

Ski Trip to Folgaria, Italy
Finham Park 2’s first ever ski trip took place in February half term to Folgaria, Italy.
It was a fantastic week of skiing and Aprè activities. The 27 students from Years 711 made the long journey to Italy before beginning their ski school. The
intermediate group made their way straight up the mountain exploring the resort,
quickly followed by the beginner groups which is great achievement for the first
day!
All students made excellent progress during the week, learning to snow plough
and parallel turn with some attempting the red runs and skate park! The week
included some exciting après-ski activities, including ice-skating, pizza night,
shopping in the picturesque town and the famous Folgaria’s Got Talent night
which the teachers won with their brilliant Abba tribute act.
Despite a lengthy journey, the trip was a huge success. Thank you to all of the
students for being fantastic ambassadors for the school and to the staff who
supports the trip, making memories for students that they will never forget!
Ski trip 2022 is already being planned!

Trampolining Competitions!
Finham Park 2 entered the local schools trampolining
competition on the 19th February for the first time. The Year
7/8 team performed fantastically with Hope H, Nevaeh A,
Hannah R and Thomas W competing. Hope scored the
highest mark in the competition in her age group
alongside the team qualifying for the National Finals taking
place after Easter. The Year 9/10 team also performed
amazingly and J Clarke, Emily P, Mason T, Tiegan W, Noah
H and Aleesha G took part. Justice scored the highest
mark in her age group as well as stepping in on the day to
judge the whole competition! Well done to everyone who
participated and good luck to the Year 7/78 team in the
National Finals.

Enterprise News! – with Mrs Klym
A new Enterprise group joined me in January to start a term of enrichment, and hopefully raise a bit of money
for our chosen charity, Myton Hospice.
Valentine’s Day was a big success, with a project led and
designed by one of our talented Year 9 students Harry H. Using
his 3D printer, Harry designed and manufactured heart
shaped bookmarks which could be used as the design on the
front of a Valentines card, and then removed to be used as
a bookmark. Genius!
The Enterprise class got fully behind the project, assembling
the components and selling the cards at break and
lunchtimes. The product proved incredibly popular with both
staff and students.
Our Mother’s Day stall was also a great success, despite the
difficult circumstances. During the lesson time the students
worked incredibly hard to come up with a wide range of
products to sell to both students and staff in time for
Mother’s Day. As fate would have it, for some this was the
only chance to buy something nice for their mum’s before
the day itself. We sold many items including badges,
bookmarks, flowers, key-rings and trolley tokens. I was
particularly impressed with the effort put in by both Ruby L
and Harry H, who spent a lot of time at home making things
to sell for this worthwhile cause.

Careers Fair – with Mrs Evans
February 19th marked the occasion of Finham Park 2’s very first Careers Fair.
After weeks of planning and communication, 34 organisations accepted
the invitation to man their respective stands in our impressive Edward’s
Keep.
Arrival was like a military operation with all organisations making their way
to unload their cars and set up their respective stands, ready to open to
students and staff after a really good networking session over lunch and a
welcome speech by Mr Plester.
The hall looked impressive (like a mini NEC!) and stands were occupied by
training providers, universities, SME’s, the public sector (including the police
and RAF) and larger organisations, including IBM, BMW, Shell Energy, to
name a few.
Year 10 and 11’s visited the Fair during the afternoon and the response from
students, teachers and stand holders was amazing.
As the Careers Advisor, many students came to visit me afterwards and
made appointments to pursue applications and ideas they had picked up
from the event and I was enthralled by the emails of gratitude and
appreciation by the organisations that attended – many of them full of
praise for our students, the school and the ease of organisation of the day.
A great success all round!

WW1 Trip to Belgium and France
Four students were selected to represent Finham Park 2 on a WW1 Battlefield trip from 1st to 4th March 2020.
The Institute of Education at UCL has been running this programme for schools since 2014 to support students
understanding of World War 1. We were pleased to get spaces on one of the last tours running as the project
has ended at this term.
On our tour there were 9 schools from Coventry/The West Midlands, each school had four students and one
member of staff. We left early on the Sunday morning and travelled to Belgium staying at The Peace Village
just outside Ypres. While we were in Belgium, we were guided around a number of museums, cemeteries and
other locations that helped students build a picture of those involved in the war, what happened during the
four years, the tactics and weapons used and advances in medicine because of the war, plus a whole lot
more… All of the stops were interesting in different ways and it was special for our students to find individual
soldiers from both sides on memorials including a family member remembered on the Menin Gate.

We then travelled to The Somme in France and stayed overnight in Albert. We visited a range of important
places including; Sunken Lane, Lochnagar Crater, Newfoundland Memorial Park, The Memorial Notre-DameDe-Lorette and The Commonwealth War Graves Commission visitor centre. During the tour we researched
local soldiers, included William Sweatman, from Eastern Green who is remembered on the Thiepval Memorial
in France that we also visited. William is one of over 72,000 names of the missing in that area, but also one of
600 featured in the visitor centre so we were able to see pictures of him and find out information on his life
and family in Coventry. Once we are back in school, we will be putting a display together about him and our
visit to Belgium and France.

Thoughts of the students involved:
“For me, the most memorable part of the battle field trip was standing in
Sunken Lane where the soldiers once stood. It was a humbling experience
to be stood in a place where these gallant men prepared to give their
lives to the war effort.
The trip made me realise how devastating the war really was. It also
taught me how easy it is to learn the stories of soldiers giving the ultimate
sacrifice if we take the time to. Learning stories help us to connect
especially on days such as Remembrance Day.
I want people to know and understand fully that each person that died in the war effort
had a story. Every man that died was someone’s son, brother, uncle etc... we often
overlook all the deaths as a statistic but really it was a lot more than just that.”
“I wanted to go on this trip because I love learning about both of the World Wars
especially the back stories to the soldiers. I wanted to represent Finham Park 2 and
show how educated we are. I think I will always remember the arch (The Menin
Gate) with many names of the people who died during the war. We saw a band
playing there in memory of the soldiers. One of the best bits of the trip was when
we went to the chocolate shop and got lots of sweets and chocolate. In Ypres
there is also the cloth hall where cats were thrown from the top of the building in
medieval times – I found that very interesting.”
“I applied to be a part of the WW1 Battlefield trip as I had a vast interest in the
War. I was especially interested in finding out how my great great grandfather fought and lost his life. I found
Langemark one of the most interesting as it's one of the few German burials throughout Belgium as they
wouldn’t allow them much space so all their graves have multiple people in, it also has a mass grave for the
unknown soldiers although their names are all engraved around the outside. It gives you insight into the way
other countries commemorate death within the space they have. I think I benefited by gaining the
knowledge of how and why people fought for our country in a bigger depth. Being able to see sites from the
time and see real life objects that were used really gives you a wider understanding.”

A message from Mrs Allton:
I was extremely proud to take Lizzie, Paige, Fern and Callum on the trip to
represent Finham Park 2. They were a credit to themselves and the school.
Brilliantly behaved and always interested in everything that the tour
guides were explaining. The stories and locations were very moving, but
they handled it really well and were very mature during the whole trip.
They were great company as I am sure any of the FP2 students that
entered to get on the trip would have been. I hope it is an experience
that they will be able to look back on and be proud to have been part
of.

Equipment- being ready for learning
Please can parents help their children ensure they have all the necessary equipment for learning. We expect
a minimum of: pen, pencil, (it’s better to have a few of each), ruler, eraser, pencil sharpener, calculator and
reading book. If students don’t have the necessary equipment it can disturb valuable learning time.

Free School Meals- are you entitled?
If parents wish to apply for school meals or want to check if you are eligible please go to the following website
www.coventry.gov.uk/applyforfreeschoolmeals. Alternatively, parents can visit the Contact Centre in the city
centre (next to River Island) where you can make an application. If you need any support or guidance with
this, please contact the school office.

If you have any questions or suggestions, please get in touch via email or :

www.finhampark2.co.uk

Finham Park 2

@FinhamPark2

