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Message from the Headteacher, Russell Plester

I hope you and your families are well. I think it is safe to say that this has not
been a normal first half of the summer term. As I write this, I cannot tell you
when we will be starting the phased increase in student numbers at school (it
will not be 1st June), but we are making safe plans for when we do. Of course,
I will keep you updated as I receive more information.
However, rather than dwelling on what could have been this term so far, I feel it is important for us
to look forward. The recruitment of additional teaching staff, as the school continues to grow with
our new 6th form opening in September, is almost complete. We are delighted to have been able to
recruit colleagues of such a high calibre to join us in September despite national shortages of
teachers in many areas. This issue is dedicated to introducing you to our new staff. After half term
we will also be recruiting for support staff to join our growing team.
Over this half term, and particularly during the lockdown, I have reflected on the Finham Park 2
‘journey’ from 6 years ago when we applied to the Department for Education to open a new school
to where we are today- a thriving, oversubscribed, exciting school where students are making great
progress. What has struck me most is how our continued success has been such a brilliant team effort:
dedicated staff and governors; supportive parents; engaged students; as well as support from
colleagues from our Multi-academy Trust. I would like to express my gratitude to everyone for
supporting us on our journey to make Finham Park 2 a ‘World Class’ school, where the students have
‘the times of their lives’ and staff have the highest aspirations and expectations of our students. I
hope we will all be back together soon to continue this exciting journey.

With best wishes,
Russell Plester

Meet the new members of our team!
Hey, I’m Andrew. I joined FP2 shortly before Christmas as a Teaching Assistant. I am
brummie born and raised but recently relocated to Leamington Spa with my wife where
I took a brief break from working in education to run a pub and then manage an
operations/lifeguard team in a health club. I studied Sports Studies and Education Studies
at Newman University many moons ago; where I took a keen interest in playing rugby
and Gaelic football. I played football, cricket and badminton in my younger days so I
guess sport would be my number one interest away from education. I have also starred
in a few plays with the most recent being Little Shop of Horrors as the Dentist.
I am a secret history buff and in some of my spare time read up on a subject that
fascinates me from our past. Other hobbies I am into include gaming, trying to learn
French and Spanish, training in the art of professional wrestling, cycling and complaining.

Hello everyone, I’m Sandeep and I have the pleasure of joining Finham Park 2 as a
Teacher of Psychology and Sociology in September. I am very familiar with Coventry as
I studied Psychology and Criminology at Coventry University and went to Finham Park
School. I have been teaching at a British school in sunny Dubai for the last two years,
which I have absolutely loved, and am now returning to Coventry. I am excited to be a
part of the new sixth form at FP2 and look forward to meeting you all.

Hello, I’m Lucy Tomlinson and I am very excited about joining FP2 in Science
including teaching some A Level Chemistry. I fell into teaching during my PhD after
volunteering for laboratory based Outreach sessions with local primary schools whilst
at Warwick University. I had a great time and did many additional sessions. I stayed
on and completed my PGCE there via the GTP route, so I hit the ground running. I
think I have been in Coventry now for 12 years, having met my partner whilst
volunteering at Warwick Arts Centre, which is something I still do when I can for
theatre and music performances. I enjoy baking and eating cake, and most
weekends you can find me down on my allotment or walking my 2 dogs. I have more
success with fruit than I do veg and make lots of jam! I am a lapsed cyclist but hoping
to get back on the bike and cycle to my new school to help me get fitter. Camping
and walking are also a passion, so I am looking forward to helping out with the DofE
aware too. I look forward to joining the FP2 team and working with you all.
Hello, my name is Charlotte Over and I will be a Languages teacher at FP2 as of
July 2020. I left Finham Park School in class of 2012 having opted for Economics,
English, French and Psychology at A-Level. I then studied French at university in
Manchester and Coventry, before taking some time out to save some money and
travel the world. In my free time, I enjoy going to the gym, cooking for and catching
up with my friends and family (or at least I did until Coronavirus put a stop to all
that). Having just completed my PGCE at the University of Warwick, I cannot wait
to start my next chapter at Finham Park 2.

Hello everyone! My name is Abbie and I will be starting at Finham Park 2 as a Teacher
of Science. I am from Nothern Ireland, where I studied physics at Queen’s University
Belfast. After graduating in 2019 I moved to England to complete a PGCE at Warwick. I
loved completing my training at Finham Park 2 and am delightedto be continuing my
time developing as a teacher in such a positive envrionment. My hobbies include
travelling, water sports and walking the dogs around the farm.

Hello! My name is Chantelle and I joined Finham Park 2 Maths department at Easter.
Although this is a strange time to start a new job, I’ve had a lovely warm welcome and
have enjoyed getting to know students and staff.
From a young age I dreamed of being a teacher but was unsure of where. When I
finished university, I became a secondary school Teaching Assistant, which I loved and
helped me make the decision to become a maths teacher. The reason I picked maths
was because it was the subject I enjoyed most at school and thought I would enjoy
teaching the most. I love teaching and supporting students in their learning and
understanding of maths. I am so looking forward to getting into the classroom to teach
and meet you all.
I will be working part time so I can look after my boys Finley (5) and Arlo (4). In our spare
time we enjoy going on adventures to explore new places and gain new experiences.
One of our favourite things to do as a family is to visit new National Trust Properties. Since
Arlo was born, we have been to 65+ different properties all around the country.
Hello, my name is Simon Mason and I’ve recently joined Finham Park 2 as Data Manager. I’ve been working
with young people in schools in London for most of the last fourteen years but am originally from St Helens
near Liverpool. I’m sad to say that both my parents are from Yorkshire, but nobody’s perfect! As you can
imagine from a job that relies heavily on numbers and graphs, I can be an absolute geek at times; I tend to
create spreadsheets for pretty much any project I get involved in, inside or outside of work. When I want to
unwind, though, I much prefer being outside with a good book. I very much look forward to eventually
meeting you all as this has been one of the strangest introductions I’ve ever had.
Hello! I am Tessa Kerr and I will be joining Finham Park 2, having just completed an
exciting year at Finham Park School. l am very much looking forward to joining the
English department! I gained my degree in English and Drama from Loughborough
University and my PGCE through University of Warwick. Originally, I grew up in Cyprus,
so that’s where I am during the holidays: visiting my parents and multitude of cats,
swimming and getting sunburnt. Otherwise, I enjoy reading whodunits, re-watching my
favourite TV shows and visiting museums and zoos. I look forward to meeting everyone
soon.
Hi everyone,
I am so excited to join the Finham Park 2 family in September! I am originally from
Newcastle; after my A Levels I ventured south to complete my degree in Industrial Design
and Technology at Loughborough University, and I haven’t left The Midlands since! I have
been living in Coventry for the past 10 years, the same amount of time as I have been
teaching D&T. I absolutely love my subject, especially seeing the creative and
professional work that students produce when they work to a design brief. In my spare
time, my husband and I love to take our two boys on outdoor adventures; either exploring
the local countryside or travelling further afield. I am looking forward to meeting you all
soon.

Fantastic Home Learning!
D&T
Before Easter Year 7 & 8 students were challenged with a D&T Graphics task to design the graphics for a fast
food outlet. They could choose the type of outlet (burger bar, ice cream parlour etc..) and the had to come
up with a logo, company branding on uniforms, packaging and menus as well as create a bird’s eye view
plan of the restaurant.

Year 9 & 10 have continued with work related to their Materials theory
core knowledge.
Before Easter they were revisiting work on Textiles and also extending
their knowledge through both written and practical tasks.
They have also been watching a BBC4 documentary series called
‘How to Make’ and answering questions about it and designing
products related to the shows.
We shared some of the student’s great design work on Twitter and the
show’s host replied
Summer Term Home Learning for Product Design
Year 7 – Drawing Skills
Students are working on weekly drawing tasks covering isometric, one and two point perspective and
orthographic drawing
Year 8 – Passive Speakers
Students are making passive speakers at home and documenting their modelling skills before testing and
evaluating the success of their designs.
Year 9 Flat Pack Products
Using online software (Focus DT) students are building up their knowledge of flat pack products and the
temporary fixtures and fittings that make flat pack furniture and other products possible. There are
considering the advantages and limitations of flat pack before designing and modelling a product of their
own.
Year 10 – Water Bottle Design and Development
Year 10 students are practicing their iterative design skills through sketching and refining ideas ready for the
start of their GCSE NEA (coursework) which starts next half term. They are looking at aesthetics as well as
functional properties of the designs and using their materials theory knowledge to consider suitable final
product details.

Spanish
Mr Bolatti has been incredibly impressed with some of the home learning he has been receiving! Take a look
at some of the great learning which has been shown here by Hannah and Michael! They have worked
incredibly hard and their work is outstanding!

Art & Photography
Oskar in Year 7 (after a conversation with Mrs Pendergrast) has been doing some
fantastic photography work looking at unseen details and viewpoints that he
comes across every day at home or on walks. Well done Oskar! This is something
fun that all FP2 students and their families can do. Please send your best ones in
and when we are back, we can have a display of the work. Join and send your
photographs to this Google Classroom with this code: xvlwodm
We have a number of students about to start Arts Award. More info coming to those
students involved soon and we look forward to sharing their work in the future.
Year 11s have been invited to take part in our own Portrait Artist of the
Year competition by painting Mr Plester. We will be looking to expand
this to the rest of the school and launching a mini competition for any
of our students to make portraits of our Finham Park 2 staff. More
information will be coming out soon so watch this space! We have
some prizes ready to hand out and the entries will make a fab display
when we are back in school. You will be able to choose your own style
and materials, it could be a simple pencil and paper portrait, but it will
also be open to paint, collage, 3d, digital art or textiles! It will be
completely up to you and be something fun over the next few months
to take part in. You could start practicing now with portraits of those
that you live with. We would love to see those as well!

Science
Take a look at these amazing pieces of work completed by Year 9 and 10 students!

English
Look at this fantastic work completed by Ben! Mrs Kidman was very impressed…

French
Mrs Lee has received some amazing pieces of French work during the lockdown! Take a look at some
brilliant pieces below.

Have you seen our video messages from staff this half term?
Organised by Mrs Diaz, Finham Park 2 staff sent a special message to students…
Have a look at the full video here: https://twitter.com/FP2_Hub/status/1255149891942154247/video/1

We also recorded a video for our Year 11 students and shared it on what would have been the day of their
Celebration Assembly before starting the final GCSE exams. #WeHeartC20
The video is here for everyone to enjoy: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zDV6jgtQfwc

Free School Meals- are you entitled?
If parents wish to apply for school meals or want to check if you are eligible please go to the following website
www.coventry.gov.uk/applyforfreeschoolmeals. Alternatively, parents can visit the Contact Centre in the city
centre (next to River Island) where you can make an application. If you need any support or guidance with
this, please contact the school office.

If you have any questions or suggestions, please get in touch via email or :

www.finhampark2.co.uk

Finham Park 2

@FinhamPark2

