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Message from the Headteacher, Russell Plester
Welcome to our first newsletter of the 2020-21 academic year. I’d like to
welcome our new parents/carers and of course new Year 7s- they have
made a fantastic start to their time at FP2- what a year group! The school
newsletter is a half-termly way of sharing what’s been going on at Finham
Park 2. If you’re interested in previous newsletters these are available on our
website at https://finhampark2.co.uk/latest-news/
It feels like stating the obvious but this half term has been like no other. Usually
in the newsletter I talk about the fantastic opportunities the students have
taken advantage of during OOSHL or trips (in fact we should currently be in Shanghai!) as well as
everything else that happens in our exciting, busy and thriving school.
However, despite the changes we have had to make it has been a very positive half term. I can
say, hand on heart, that I have been incredibly impressed with how our students have adapted to
our ‘new normal’; how brilliant staff have been; and how very supportive our parents have been. I
have received more thank you e-mails from parents than I can remember. These have meant a lot
both to me and the rest of the staff team.
So, has anything exciting been happening during the first half term? Here are a few examples of
what’s been going on and you can decide!
-

-

We have opened our 6th Form to our first Year 12 cohort. Students from both FP2 and other local
schools have joined us to study a wide range of A-levels. They have also had the benefit of
having their very own 6th Form Study Centre which opened in September. For more information
about the 6th Form please visit https://sixthform.finhampark2.co.uk/
We appointed our new Head Boy and Girl: Shiv, who has been with us since Year 7 and Hawa
who joined us from another local school. We know they will be fantastic role models to other
students as well as trying to help make improvements to both the main school and the 6th Form.
For our Year 6 Open Event we shared a new interactive online map for prospective parents to
have a look round and meet some of the staff. We had over 700 ‘hits’ on our website on the day
we launched. If you haven’t seen it, the link is here: https://explore.finhampark2.co.uk/
West Midlands Police released their brilliant Knife or Life video made in partnership with Finham
Park 2 students under the excellent direction of Miss O’Donnell. If you missed it you can find it
here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jlxJsC6yk-g
And finally, it’s worth remembering that our very own Mr Hartshorn won a prestigious Silver Award
for Teacher of the Year and is in the running to win the National Gold Award. Best of luck to him.

We continue with the aim to make Finham Park 2 a ‘World Class’ school, where the students have
‘the time of their lives’ and staff have the highest aspirations and expectations of our students. Our
students and staff continue to make me extremely proud of being headteacher of Finham Park 2.
With best wishes, Russell Plester

Department Focus – Art & Photography with
Mrs Pendergrast
A lot has taken place in the 12 months since our last Art Department update! This time last year we were
taking our second trip (the first to Barcelona earlier in the year with D&T) for Art, Photography and History to
New York and Washington!

The trip was an amazing success and we look forward to running more of these in the future once international
travel is permitted again. Evidence of the impact of the trip was seen in the work that students produced on
their return and it impacted on many students’ ideas for their exam work which they unfortunately never got
to complete due to lockdown!
Talking about exams, we have the most amazing students here at Finham Park 2 and they received AMAZING
RESULTS, far above the national average, 100% pass rate with a spectacular amount of truly deserved 7, 8
and 9’s!

We are extremely proud of all students, especially the 4 students who manages to get a 9 in not just one art
subject but in both Art AND Photography, which is extremely hard to do! Something we certainly aim to
continue.
The department now has its first cohort of A-level students along with a new dark room and pottery wheels.
The 6th formers are settling in well including Bethany S who is continuing Art and Photography with us after
being one of the students to gain two of the double grade 9’s!

Last year I was particularly impressed with Year 7s natural form work, their drawings were superb and they
created some amazing ceramic coral sculptures that will be mounted together to make a collaborative work
somewhere in school. The effort was amazing and we cannot wait for this to be finished. Well done to all Year
7’s involved!

During lockdown a number of Year 7 students also took part in the Arts Award moderated by Coventry Music
Service. These students will shortly be receiving their certificates. The students produced some amazing work
– Kevin K produced an amazing photographic illustrated poem about lockdown and Hope H created art
and public dance! Isobel W made a lovely textile piece. All were examples of fantastic creativity in times of
adversity.
Please check out our Twitter page to see more examples! https://twitter.com/FP2_Art

Department Focus – MFL with Mr Wiggins
In what has been one of the strangest years in my teaching career, I think I speak for all the MFL department
in saying that we are all glad to be back in school teaching the subject that we love. Normally in these
newsletters I would be able to talk about successful, memorable trips to Spain, France and China, but alas
this isn’t possible this year. Although it is unlikely that we will be able to take groups of students abroad again
this year, I hope that we will be able to relaunch these trips that so enrich our curriculum in 2021-22.
I would like to welcome Miss Over to the MFL team as our French specialist as well as welcoming Miss Zhang,
our visiting Hanban teacher, back for a second year.

FRENCH AND SPANISH
I have been blown away with the attitude of all our students since
the return to school – you wouldn’t know they’d missed so much
face to face language instruction. Year 7 have made a fantastic
start to life at Finham Park 2 and it’s fantastic that every time we
see them outside the classroom we are greeted with either
“Bonjour, ça va bien car je suis content” or “Hola, estoy bien
porque estoy contento”. We have invested this year in Quizlet so
the teacher can monitor the learning of vocab pupils are doing for
homework as well as being able to play Quizlet live to practise
vocabulary in class. Year 10 and 11 have produced some great
pieces of writing about new technology and free time and sports
which bode well for their writing exam.
Finally, I would like to thank Mrs Kerr for giving up her lunch time
once a week to set up the Year 8 French Club. Feedback from the
students involved has been fantastic.

MANDARIN
In Mandarin, a big welcome to our new Year 7 MEP group, who
have already got accustomed to pronouncing pinyin in the four tones, mastered
Chinese numbers from 0 to 999, and used common Chinese greetings. They have
also learned how to write Chinese characters following the stroke orders and been
able to tell you a lot of Chinese radicals, components of Chinese characters. Year
8s are learning to use more connectives and Chinese modifiers to form more
complex sentences. Year 9s have just begun their journey towards GCSE
Mandarin, and Year 10 have started their intensive 4-skill training for their
upcoming GCSE. Chinese culture also pays an important role engaging students.
An intercultural perspective has been infused in the lessons with interesting
activities to foster cultural awareness in our students.

Library News with Mrs Kerr!
Wow! What a start to the term we have had in the library! And outside of the
library too!
The new Year 7 students have been privileged enough to have access to the
full school library, whereas Years 8-11 have had regular visits from the mobile
library during English lessons and mentor time. This ‘bespoke’ service seen a
12% increase in the number of books issued to these year groups!

STUDENT LIBRARIANS
There was an unprecedented number of applicants for the role of Student
Librarian! Those who were selected to be in the inaugural group have proven
to be helpful, reliable, diligent, and resourceful. Having fully taken part in
training and dedicated hours of their free time to the library, this amazing
group were awarded their badges last week. Well done one and all!

BOOK CLUB
What started as a group of 6 keen readers has quickly become 10 with a
waiting list. The group meet in the library once a week to discuss the latest
book. So far the group have read ‘We Are All Made of Molecules’ and
‘The Bone Sparrow’ and are currently reading ‘A Darkness of Dragons’ by
S. A. Patrick. We are celebrating half term with cakes in our last sessionit’s a tough job!

ACCELERATED READER
It has been difficult in these Covid-times to operate Accelerated
Reader, but with the ‘can do’ attitude of students and staff we are
achieving reading greatness! All students within school Years 7, 8 and
9 have taken a Star Reading test this term. The data from this test is
used to ensure that students are challenging themselves enough in
terms of reading material and that our libraries (static and mobile)
have the right stock to suit our students.
I am pleased to say that despite logistical restrictions we have still had
many students achieving AR greatness – I have awarded 14 Bronze
Awards for reading 50,000+ words, 7 Silver Awards for reading
200,000+ words, and 4 Gold Awards for reading 500,000+ words. A
tremendous achievement in 7 weeks!
The competition has also been hotting up in the mentor AR challenge. There are cookies at breaktime for the
mentor group who all pass an AR quiz first. I’ll keep you posted!
SIXTH FORM LIBRARY
It has been a pleasure to see 3 of our Student Librarians from Finham Park 2 progress to project manage the
creation of the new library within Sixth Form. They have done a superb job of creating presentations, surveying
staff and students and using astute purchasing skills to make the budget go further than we could have
hoped! I am looking forward to the grand opening on the 4th November which will coincide with a Macmillan
Coffee Morning.

French Club
Some of the Year 8 students have been attending French Club which meets once a week in Mr Plester’s
boardroom. We always start with ordering some French food, and then move on to speaking and reading
activities. We then close with games.
This is a waiting list to join next half term!

Forest School
This term we have added Forest School to our enrichment offering, and Mrs Kerr is pleased to say that it has
proven to be very popular!
We have undertaken a wide range of activities including fire lighting, cooking and open fires, den building,
a barefoot walk, making a bug hotel, a treasure hunt, and a blindfold trail. The pictures speak for themselves…

In September 2020 Finham Park 2 opened a brand new 6th Form
for Year 12 students across the MAT and city. Students have
quickly adapted to life in the post-16 environment and are
enjoying the challenge of A-Level and BTEC lessons. They are
always incredibly smart in their appearance and are proud to be
the first cohort of students in the sixth form. Many students have
signed up to the EPQ within their enrichment time and links have been formed with Warwick University to
deliver further enrichment options such as Latin and Medicine! There is a fantastic pastoral team consisting of
four mentors, a progress leader and 6th Form administrator – all of whom work tirelessly to support Year 12 both
in and out of lessons. Students have a state of the art 6 th Form Study Centre which allows them space and
resources to study independently and widen their knowledge within each subject area. The study centre also
offers a silent room with ICT facilities, a quiet study area, café 6 and a purpose-built dark room for
photography! It’s fair to say they are enjoying that little bit more independence.
We also have a library facility dedicated and designed for Year 12 and 13 students. This area is a relaxed
space where our students have access to materials/books to support their studies. There are university and
apprenticeship prospectuses as well as books around how to revise, write CV’s and improve interview
techniques to support them in their future careers/aspirations. They also have a wide variety of books and
games to encourage them to take a break from their hard work, so they feel refreshed and ready to learn for
their lessons.
The library area has been a completely student led project. Our library council have sought input from each
student in sixth form and used this to design and create a space that all our students will want to use and get
value from. They have worked with a set budget to source furniture, books and resources and have supported
charities such as Age Concern, Emmaus and Sense along the way too.
We were delighted to appoint a new team of students for the roles of Head Boy and Girl and Deputy Head
Boy and Girl and they already started working together to prepare for our virtual Open Evening event on the
5th November.
We are delighted with the start all of Year 12 have made and look forward to working with them and other
students across the MAT throughout the year.
Andy Ditch
Deputy Headteacher & Head of Sixth Form

Teacher of the Year Award
We are delighted with the recent news that Mr Hartshorn, our Food Preparation & Nutrition teacher has won
a prestigious Silver Award for Secondary Teacher of the Year.
Having been selected from thousands of nominations, Mr Hartshorn is one of just 76 Silver Award winners
across the country. The winning teachers were nominated for their outstanding commitment to changing the
lives of the children they work with every day. In normal circumstances, Mr Hartshorn would have been invited
down to the House of Lords for dinner but unfortunately this isn’t possible this year.
Mr Hartshorn was nominated by colleagues who consider him to be the best Food Technology teacher in the
country. Not only is his classroom as close to a professional kitchen as is possible in a school, but outside of
term time Mr Hartshorn works for free in local restaurant kitchens to keep up to date with the latest techniques.
Mr Hartshorn is now in the running for one of just 14 Gold Awards later in the year, in a programme which will
be broadcast on the BBC. This is a great opportunity to celebrate the exceptional school staff who have
worked wonders during an incredibly challenging time for educators across the country.
Congratulations Chef Hartshorn – this is thoroughly deserved!

#LifeNotKnife
You may have seen a lot of Finham Park 2 in the
press and on social media over the past couple
of weeks and that’s down to the brilliant antiknife video made by West Midlands Police in
conjunction with the school. If you haven’t seen
the video it can be found here:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jlxJsC6yk-g
We were delighted to be asked to be involved
and I hope you’ll agree the end result is excellent.
We are all extremely proud of the students who
were involved, Miss O’Donnell, Head of Drama,
who supported the students and film crew
brilliantly, and also the message that this video
sends out to young people across Coventry.

Parking & Road Safety
Thank you to parents and carers who have followed our request to not park on the pavement
on Torrington Avenue this academic year- it really does make the roads much safer for students
when leaving school.
If you do need to collect your child from school, please can you do so with care and
consideration for others. The safety of our students as well as parents/carers and small children
from the nursery is paramount.
Following on from this, please make sure your child has the correct gear for cycling including a suitable and
safe helmet alongside reflective clothing and lights for when the days get shorter.

Equipment- being ready for learning
Please can parents help their children ensure they have all the necessary equipment for learning. We expect
a minimum of: pen, pencil, (it’s better to have a few of each), ruler, eraser, pencil sharpener, calculator and
reading book. If students don’t have the necessary equipment it can disturb valuable learning time.

Important dates for next half term
Start dates for the new academic year
22 October

End of Autumn Half Term 1 – students leave school at normal time

23 October

Teacher Training Day

2 November

First Day of Autumn Term 2

5 November

Sixth Form Open Evening – Online Event

13 November

Children in Need

20 November

Year 7 Flu Vaccinations

27 November

Teacher Training Day

3 December

Year 12 Parents’ Evening – Online Event

18 December

Christmas Jumper Day / Last Day of Half Term – early close at 1:25pm

Important dates for the complete year can be found on our school calendar.

Free School Meals- are you entitled?
If parents wish to apply for school meals or want to check if you are eligible please go to the following website
www.coventry.gov.uk/applyforfreeschoolmeals. Alternatively, parents can visit the Contact Centre in the city
centre (next to River Island) where you can make an application. If you need any support or guidance with
this, please contact the school office.

Attendance- advice to parents
•
•
•
•
•
•

Our minimum expectation is 96% attendance
If your child is ill, please don’t send them
If they have a ‘minor ailment’ please send them in
We do not approve any holidays taken in school time
Please contact the school straight away to let us know if your child is absent
If there are ongoing medical problems, please keep us informed
keep us informed

If you have any questions or suggestions, please get in touch via email or :

www.finhampark2.co.u k

Finham Park 2

@FinhamPark2

