Finham Park 2 News
Message from the Headteacher, Russell Plester
As we come to the end of our first term of the academic year it is good to reflect on everything that has gone on– and plenty has! Despite higher than normal staff and student absences (but luckily lower than many other schools), we
have tried our very best to ensure things are ‘back to normal’ at FP2, We are
aware that the pandemic has had a range of effects on families and our students, so the work we are doing with regards to learning catch up and supporting students with their mental health will continue.
I have been impressed with how students and staff have coped with the return
to our previous routines in school, and have adapted to any new ones– our
‘Covid Keeps’ e.g. split break times. Some of our current Year 8 students have
never had the full run of the school including not having science in a science
lab or being part of a vertical college system until this year! I know they are enjoying their new freedoms! Staff have also gone above and beyond to provide
fantastic opportunities for many of our students this term, from the brilliant trips,
to our Star Studded Celebration of Success. More about these later in this newsletter. I am extremely grateful for the support from parents/carers in helping us
return to a more ‘normal’ school experience this term.
I have also been thoroughly impressed by our new Year 7 students who have
settled into life at FP2 brilliantly. They are no longer ‘ex-Year 6 students’ but are
mature, sensible and hardworking FP2 students and are supported brilliantly by
our staff. We are already looking forward to welcoming the new cohort next
year and are delighted to have had such a high number of applications for
September 2022… Over 500 again! - which is the result of the hard work of the
Finham Park 2 staff and the way our students conduct themselves. I cannot
praise the new Year 7s without saying thank you to our new Year 12 6th formers.
It is great having such smart and aspirational students around school to be such
fabulous role models.
As parents/carers of Year 11 students will know, at the end of the Autumn Term,
students will receive their mock exam result grades—we wish them all the best
with these. After mock GCSE results day we know that Year 11 want to continue
doing their very best with revision both at home and in school to ensure they
achieve the very best they are capable of. Also, it is worth reminding parents/
carers, as well as students, that 6th form applications are now open. The deadline is 31st January and they can be made via the website: https://
sixthform.finhampark2.co.uk/applications/. Speaking of GCSEs, Year 8 will be
choosing their GCSE options (more details about that will be sent home in the
new year); and of course, Year 11 will be gearing up for their second round of
GCSE mock examinations and their final exams in the summer.
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Finally, I would like to thank parents/carers, staff and governors for their continued support—we truly appreciate it. I would particularly like to thank everyone who has supported
the school over the past 7 years to help set up Finham Park 2 and make it the success it is
today– an oversubscribed school; fully staffed with committed and positive subject specialists and support staff; a good Ofsted; and fantastic students. We continue with the aim to
make Finham Park 2 a ‘World Class’ school, where the students have ‘the time of their lives’
and staff have the highest aspirations and expectations of our students.
On behalf of all the staff and governors at Finham Park 2, I would like to wish you all a very
Merry Christmas and a Happy and Peaceful New Year.
With best wishes,
Russell Plester
Headteacher

Department Focus: Maths
Year 7
Year 7 have made a promising and purposeful start to their secondary school maths education. Each student completed an early audit of skills and have since been supported by
strategies to address gaps in learning from lockdown.
Students have completed Numeracy Ninja tests in class and worked on focus skills to help
them to graduate to higher badges. Numeracy Ninja tests core skills such as times table,
mental strategies and key skills.
In addition to this provision students have each been given access to Sumdog. Sumdog is
used to reinforce key math skills. Sumdog encourages and motivates students through
gamified activities. Students are able to compete with peers in multiplayer games, including national and regional competitions, helping children feel more connected.
Sumdog is committed to closing the attainment gap through targeted, personalised practice that children enjoy. A recent study demonstrated that using Sumdog for just 30 minutes
a week almost doubled children’s fluency progress.
On the 24th September to 30th September, all year 7 pupils were entered into the Regional
Coventry Maths Contest. Pupils played games and were allocated points for mathematical
effort and accuracy. During this contest FP2 took all the top spots on an individual basis
and as classes.

Name

Class

Points

1

Sienna G

7X1

603

2

Theo K

7X1

521

3

Paige S

7X1

348

4

Kirsty B

7X1

293

5

Ellie-Mai A

7Y2

6

Lexie-May A

7

Class

Points

1

7X1

148

187

2

7X3

89

7X1

181

3

7Y1

63

Bartosz I

7X2

165

4

7Y2

44

8

Ruban B

7X1

162

9

Edvarts N

7X1

160

10

Henry L

7X3

147

On the 8th October – 14th October Year 7 also took part in a MAT contest.
Pupils in 7X1 showed a real desire to improve upon their previous scores. Lexie-May A went
from 6th place to 1st, gaining 500 more points over the course of the contest compared to
her previous effort. Ruban also flew up the leader board with a similar 500-point+ improvement.
Again, our pupils took all the top spots across the MAT.

Name

Class

Points

1

Lexie-May A

7X1

727

2

Ruban B

7X1

696

3

Bianca C

7X1

473

4

Matthew S

7X1

461

5

Ali S

7X1

447

6

Harvey W

7X2

330

7

Bartosz I

7X2

243

8

Abdulhamid A

7Y1

177

9

Jorja K

7X1

114

10

Leo M

7X1

112

Class

Points

1

7X1

266

2

7Y1

54

3

7X2

48

Year 8
Year 8, and in fact each year group, have shown great commitment to our Hegarty Maths
relaunch this year. Students are completing an incredible amount of questions and many
are progressing at a fantastic rate for these efforts.
Shannon S is leading the way with questions answered correctly on Hegarty Maths, having
completed the most questions in year 8 each and every week since September.
Well done to all.
2020 Autumn 2 correct Qs

2021 Autumn 2 correct Qs

Year 7

Shannon S – 1074

Matthew S – 1748

Year 8

Tristan B – 1154

Shannon S – 9841

Year 9

Adela M – 916

Ethan R – 1815

Year 10

Ben B – 1684

Tanisha S – 3040

Year 11

Ariyan D - 899

Noah H – 1798

Year 9
Year 9 begun their GCSE course this September and have demonstrated a real commitment to the course and their studies.

This year all students have been encouraged to record the extent to which they believe
they have been successful in meeting the lessons objective. Students do this via a traffic
light system recorded with their Personal Learning Checklist. This document ‘feeds forward’
and references the Hegarty Maths video and question set number in order to empower students to work upon topics in a timely manner on the occasions there they leave lessons
feeling like they need to consolidate their learning.
In addition to the GCSE programme, two small groups of students have embarked upon
the Edexcel Maths Award level 1 course for Number and Measure. This course is providing
opportunity to refine understanding and consolidate those pre-requisite skills that are the
bedrock of successful GCSE outcomes. These students will sit an external, public examination on the 10th January 2022 and we wish them all the best in these assessments.
Year 10
Year 10 showed great maturity and impressive levels of personal responsibility as they took
part in and had their opinions canvassed on our new ‘whole class feedback forms’. Following a successful soft launch with year 10, and tweaking of the process based upon the reflections of staff and students, all year KS4 groups now benefit from improved assessment
and guidance.
Each lesson staff record individual student attainment and amass valuable data on performance across the unit of study. Prior to testing students are advised through the whole
class feedback document which topic areas they will individually be tested on and the successes and misconceptions of their class as a whole. Students are given this information
ahead of testing to empower them to become responsible, self-directed learners, knowing
specifically which topics they should revise.

With the disruptions of the last two years it is more important than ever that gaps in learning
are addressed in a timely manner so that students only require review in year 11 and are
not learning from scratch. We are grateful to and impressed by the vast majority of students who are choosing to demonstrate academic maturity, leading their own improvements and taking responsibility for their outcomes.
Year 11
Students continue to prepare for their Summer GCSEs and are impressing all staff with the
resolve and determine they have displayed thus far.

Earlier in the term all students attend a session on how to revise mathematics. The session
guided students through the ‘Big Mac’ approach to revision, guiding themselves into review
through easily accessible, confidence inspiring tasks (perhaps using their smart phones to
support a move away from the distractions of social media). From this point, once their focus is fully upon study, they should complete a set task and reward themselves for their efforts afterwards.
Having completed their mocks, and once we move into the New Year, students will need
to continue to increase workload and expectations of themselves. Further out from the
next series of assessments students should focus on their own areas of development as identified through their individualised question level analysis. This directs them to specific videos/question sets on Hegarty Maths. Nearer to the next set of assessments students will again
be guided to broader review through past paper sites such as mathsgenie.co.uk,
Two OOSHL opportunities will continue to run in Spring Term 1. Both the Key to Grade 5 and
the Grade 7-8-9 programmes run as 2 repeated sessions weekly so as to afford students the
flexibility to accommodate other extra-curricular commitments.

Department Focus: Food Preparation & Nutrition
Twitter: @ECDFP2
Instagram: the_kitchenfp2
What is happening in the kitchen by Chef Hartshorn
It has been fantastic to get back in the kitchen, fire up the stoves, clang the pans and get those knives
chopping for some serious and finally uninterrupted cooking across all 7 years of the school.
Personally I was fortunate enough to collect my award in London with some amazing food, and in the
pursuit of being able to offer our young chefs new experiences I attended an outdoor cooking course
where I learned to smoke a entire Lamb, mussels, nail sides of salmon to planks over open flame and
even experience wago cooked on a conro… exciting times ahead in the kitchen.
We have seen the creation of a new OOSHL offering in conjunction with Mrs Kidman and Mrs Kerr. We are
creating our own kitchen garden and come the summer term will launch a pop up restaurant using the
produce… bookings go live SOON. If you would like to donate any gardening materials we would be very
grateful recipients.
I would also like to take this opportunity to thank you for your support of the department in paying the
contribution that allows us to supply all the ingredients. I entirely appreciate these are challenging times
for us all and if you have not yet had the opportunity to make this contribution but would still like to, it will
remain on parent pay well into the new year.

Year 7 & 8
It has been a fast paced start to the year with lots of knife skills. We have seen these dishes fly out of the
kitchen:
•

Harrisa cous cous & roasted halloumi

•

Curry in a hurry

•

Foccaccia

•

Risotto

•

Ragu and pasta

•

Mac N Cheese

•

Fougasse

•

Spicy rice

Lots more exciting dishes to come on our return from the Christmas break. Well done to every single chef
who has given their all in the best room in the school.

KS4:
The GCSE young chefs continue to blow me away with their commitment, creativity and willingness to
learn.
From butchery, to using some unusual ingredients such as squid and even mastering the classics; souffle,
shortcrust pastry, choux pastry.
We were also the recipients of over £300 pound of stunning line caught sock eye salmon that we did
some great dishes with, sorry none of these made it home. A special mention must go to the quality of the
puff pastry made from scratch and turned into patisserie ready mille-feuille filled with a seasonal Crème
Chantilly of orange, cinnamon and nutmeg.

Library News with Mrs Kerr!
Commonwealth Connections Project - The Launch!
We had an absolutely superb launch day for this project at Finham Park 2 at the start of December! The event was attended by all participating schools; Finham Park 2, Coundon Court,
Riverbank, Earlsdon Primary, Moseley Primary and Corpus Christi, along with other officials; The
Lord and Lady Mayor and Mayoress of Coventry, Councillor Kamran Caan, Commonwealth
athletes Steve Frew and Liz Johnson, Lucy Kevern from Birmingham Education Partnership,
Highly Sprung Dance Company, and members of the Zambia Overseas Fellowship.

The stage was set for a superb day!
After a welcome from the Mayor and Councillor Caan, the sports and arts elements of the project were introduced and the students were split into groups to get to know each other and
work on their respective areas of the project. This was then followed by a brilliant talk from our
Zambian representatives who had us all up and dancing and eating Zambian food. In the afternoon we all worked together to produce flags to display in our schools, and the Zambian
schools.
We cannot wait to meet up in the new year and carry on with our work on this project.

Jeff Kinney - Live Interview
We were very lucky to be selected to take part in a live
question and answer session with ‘Diary of a Wimpy Kid’ author Jeff Kinney.
Year 7s prepared their own diary entries in the style of the
Wimpy Kid books before joining Jeff via a Zoom link. The
students had the opportunity to ask Jeff questions about his
own school life and friends before showing off their work.
He was very impressed and said that he would look out for
some of our budding authors in the future!

Shaping online reading services for the future
As one of the top performing Accelerated Reader and myON schools in the country, we were
ask to take part in a session with Renaissance to shape online reading and quizzing going forward. Students were asked to contribute ideas which were then discussed with Renaissance in
early December. The results to come out of the meeting are very promising, and I am proud to
say that some of our brilliant students ideas are to be implemented in the future!

Shoe Box Appeal
Each year the Student Librarians choose a Christmas charity to support, and this year they
chose to fill and send shoeboxes as part of Operation Christmas Child. We had a lot of donations and spent 2 days filling the boxes with toys, toiletries, hats, gloves and stationery. We
were very fortunate that an FP2 grandparent donated the £300 to pay for the 60 boxes that
we filled to be sent overseas. What a superb effort!

Children in Need
This year at Finham Park 2 we broke a record for Children in Need! The students collected
over £700 for charity! There was a cake sale, which was extremely popular, and we sold out
very quickly with over £200 coming from donations for cakes!
We also raised money by selling Pudsey merchandise which included pin badges, wristbands and Pudsey ears. The rest of the money was collected by having a non-uniform day
on the 19th November where all students from Years 7 to 13 and staff wore their own
clothes for a £1 donation. We would like to thank everyone who took part and helped raise
money for a fabulous cause.

A Message from our Head Boy & Head Girl
Issy, Head Girl
Hi everyone, my name is Issy and I’m the Head Girl at Finham Park 2. In Sixth Form I study A Level
Physics, Maths and Biology and although it has been hard at times, I’ve been pleasantly surprised. Physics and Maths have started to overlap which is very useful, and as I continue to practice both more it has started to get much easier. Although the ideas may be hard to understand
at the start, we get so much time to do practice questions in lessons that any big gaps in our understanding are filled. Biology is very interesting, however there is a lot to remember. I find going
over the topic after the lessons really helps me to understand everything and get it in my
head. As much as nobody likes tests, they give me motivation to make sure I really understand
every topic we learn. I have enjoyed having more independence, and doing work in independent study periods means I’m not mobbed with work at home. In the sixth form centre, everyone is
willing to help each other with work so we have all become a lot closer which is really nice. One
piece of advice I would give to someone starting sixth form next year, is to always stay on top of
your work; keep your folders organised and well-presented, go over old learning, and utilise every free period. In the new year, I am really looking forward to becoming more involved with the
younger years in the main school, listening to their ideas and developing any areas they find
need improvement. I am always open to suggestions, ideas or questions so if anyone has any
queries, please ask as I am always happy to help.

Will, Head Boy
My name is Will and I’m the current head boy at Finham Park 2. I study History, English Literature
and Psychology at A-Level. I have so far enjoyed all of my subjects, particularly English and History as I feel as the content is much more interesting and relevant to modern life than GCSE. Taking
Psychology has been very refreshing as it is a new subject that wasn’t previously available at
GCSE. For me, Sixth Form has been very interesting and enjoyable in general; the content is both
intriguing and challenging. One of the things I have enjoyed the most about the transition to ALevel is the fact that as sixth formers, we get our own space in the study centre. The study centre
is a great environment for learning, and it is much quieter than the main building, which is useful
for studying and revising. Although I feel as though I have settled in well into Year 12, there have
certainly been some challenges; I initially found it tough adapting to having double (or even triple) lessons. There is definitely a noticeable step-up in the difficulty of the lessons, but I think this is
a good thing as it pushes us to achieve the best grades possible. If I had to give new students a
piece of advice it would be to start revising as soon as possible and to keep your work organised
in folders. If you don’t sort your folders out early, it will only become a bigger task. I am excited
for next year as I’m sure the new Year 12’s will be a great addition to the Sixth Form. If anyone
has any suggestions or queries about the school, I am always happy to listen .

Free School Meals Update
From January, for those families currently on Free School Meals, we have added more flexibility
to when the allowance can be spent. Students can now spend the £2.75 allowance at either
break or lunch, giving them a greater range of choice across the day. Students will be in charge
of budgeting this allowance across the day. There are two updated meal deal menus which will
be available for all students.

Congratulations!
Congratulations to our amazing 6th formers who have received conditional offers from the following universities so far. We look forward to more offers coming in very soon!
•
•
•
•

Jemima A - University of Bristol and Exeter University
Aditi A - University of Bolton and Nottingham Trent University
Liam H - University of Bath, Loughborough University and Sheffield University
Shiv P - University of Nottingham

A Gymnastics Star from Finham Park 2!
Finham Park 2 is really proud of Laura. Her commitment to gymnastics is amazing, especially after the last 18 months. Well done Laura on this amazing
achievement – 3rd place at the British Gymnastics Championships!
“I started gymnastics at 5 years old just to have fun. I was constantly running
around and doing cartwheels. I was dedicated from a very young age training
24 hours a week. I always loved competing, being able to show all the hard
work I put in. I passed all 5 of my compulsories year after year and was supposed to go to the British championships in March. However that’s when Covid
hit. All competitions were cancelled and we went into lockdown. Having to train
at home and on zoom was difficult, but we made it work.
When gyms opened up again I was selected for the GB squad, which I was so
happy about. I trained for hours and hours almost every day with many ups and downs.
Then on November 27th 2021 I finally got to compete at the British Championships, it was amazing to
be back competing especially after I broke my thumb a couple months before and therefore not
knowing if I would be able to go.
It was always a dream of mine to be at this competition so coming 3rd overall in Britain was a dream
come true!”

Laura S, Year 9

International School Award
We are pleased to announce that our action plan for the prestigious British Council International
School has been approved by the British Council. This will give us the coveted International
School status at the end of the year and reflects the international activities that happen at Finham Park 2. As part of our action plan the MFL department will continue with our work with partner schools in Spain and China. Our MEP pupils have already been exchanging pen pal letters
with their counterparts in China as well as creating a video to show off Finham Park 2 to the Chinese pupils. In normal times this would include visits to the respective schools and we hope to be
able to offer these trips again in the next academic year. We are also delighted to be part of
the Commonwealth games schools project and we have been paired with a school in Zambia
with Mrs Kerr and the PE and Drama departments taking a lead in running activities with our partners Africa. In addition to links with schools on three continents international activities also include our European Day of Languages week which took place in September in which all pupils
across the school learnt about the importance of language learning and the international opportunities it can present in the future. We will evaluate our performance over the year in July
and hope to be awarded full International School status by the British Council.

Blood Brothers

This term we have been studying Willy Russell’s Blood Brothers in
year 9 Drama. The students have fully engaged with this unit
and have produced some excellent work, both practical and
written. On 4th November, our students had the opportunity to
go and watch a live performance of the musical at the Birmingham Hippodrome. They were superbly behaved and represented the school brilliantly. Students commented on how
much they enjoyed the experience and learnt a lot from seeing a live performance.

A Level Physics Trip
On the 24th November, 16 A level Physics students attended world class lectures at Warwick
University as part of the Education in Action Programme. These lectures were designed to enhance the A level Physics course and inspire students with topics including astrophysics, medical physics and advice on how to achieve the best possible grades at A level. Students thoroughly enjoyed experiencing university style lectures and exploring the campus during breaks.
After lectures students were able to ask the experts questions and have since been using these
new concepts and ideas from the lectures to complete a research project as part of the Physics A Level course.

Year 10 Work Experience - 28th March-1st April
Well done to all the Year 10 students that have submitted your paperwork already for Work Experience.
If you are yet to complete the forms then information can be found both on the School website and also on the Year 10 Google Classroom.
Completed Private Placement forms should be handed into Student Services by the 31st January and requests for school to support finding a placement through the Work Experience Application form should be with us by the 18th February.
Mrs Evans our careers advisor will be available to support students further after the Christmas
break.

OOSHLs (Out of School Hours Learning) Spring Term 2022
This term we have been able to offer over 60 different clubs and activities after school and
these have proven to be very popular. Students have tried out some new clubs such as Debating, Grow it, Cook it and Eat it as well as an Enterprise Club. They have also returned to some
past favorites such as robotics, football, netball and Harry Potter Club. A huge thank you goes
to all of our staff who give up their time at the end of a busy school day to run all of the OOHSLs
we offer.
Many activities will continue for the next term but students will need to complete the sign up
process again. It is important that students attend the club for the whole term and once signed
up should attend weekly. The link to the sign up form can be found on the student Frog page.
Please could this be completed by the 6th January as OOSHL activities will begin on the 10 th
January.

Year 8 Options
As you are aware our students start their transition to GCSE subjects in year 9. We offer a broad
range of GCSE subjects to all of our students and our options selection process will begin on the
6th January. Information about the GCSEs being offered will go live on the school website and
you will also be able to access an introductory video explaining the process for this year. Students will receive a paper copy of the Options booklet by the end of the first week back and
will have an assembly explaining the process to them. To support the process students will receive information in their lessons and mentor time as well as be able to access Mrs Evans our
careers advisor for guidance. Year 8 parents’ evening will be on the 27 th January where you will
be able to discuss subjects in more detail. Taster sessions for subjects will also be made available for students where the subject is not taught at key stage 3. Students will also have an individual meeting with a member of staff during the half term to ensure they feel happy and confident with the decisions they are making. We encourage parents and carers to be involved in
the options process and on the careers pages of the school website there are a number of links
to sites that encourage discussion about different pathways through education and also future
careers.

Year 11 Parents’ Evening - Thursday 13th January
The Year 11 Parents’ Evening will run online via SchoolCloud in the same way as previous online
parents’ evenings.
A letter with the link for booking will be sent out on the 5 th January when booking opens.

Student Culture
This term our staff have continued to encourage a whole school approach to behaviour in order to create the most effective conditions for teaching and learning; foster appropriate rather
than inappropriate behaviour and to protect the environment. We have continued to promote
the two simple school rules: Be polite & Do as you are asked when you are asked.
We would like to take this opportunity to thank all our parents who have continued to support
us in our endeavour to create a positive culture at FP2. The relationship between school and
home is important to enable us to continue to work together to encourage appropriate behaviour.
As we head into the new year, we will continue to encourage students to:
- take responsibility for and be accountable for their own actions
- to raise their awareness that actions and choices have consequences;
- to provide them with opportunities to take pride and demonstrate positive abilities and attitudes
- to promote mutual respect amongst members of the school community in order to foster
awareness that people can only live and work together effectively where this exists.
Overall, the Autumn team has seen many successes for our students. We have celebrated
through: Celebration assemblies; Praise breakfasts; Hot chocolate Fridays; ‘Feel good’ phone
calls and emails home; our Star studded celebration of success and of course with all our Praise
point certificates and awards. So far we have 661 students who have received their Mentor 15
certificate, 572 who have reached 30 praise points; 444 students who have already reached
Bronze and an incredible 59 students who have achieved their Silver awards. Well done to all
of these students.

Amazing Art and Photography Projects!

Parking & Road Safety
Thank you to parents and carers who have followed our request to not park on the
pavement on Torrington Avenue - it really does make the roads much safer for students when leaving school.
If you do need to collect your child from school, please can you do so with care
and consideration for others. The safety of our students as well as parents, carers
and small children from the nursery is paramount.
Following on from this, please make sure your child has the correct gear for cycling including
a suitable and safe helmet alongside reflective clothing and lights for when the days get
shorter.

Equipment - Be Ready for Learning
Please can parents/carers help their children ensure they have all the necessary equipment
for learning. We expect a minimum of pen, pencil (it’s better to have a few of each), ruler,
eraser, pencil sharpener, calculator and reading book. If students don’t have the necessary
equipment it can disturb valuable learning time.

Free School Meals - Are you entitled?
If parents wish to apply for school meals or want to check if you are eligible please go to the
following website www.coventry.gov.uk/applyforfreeschoolmeals. Alternatively, parents can
visit the Contact Centre in the city centre where you can make an application. If you need

Important Calendar Dates for Next Half Term
Tuesday 4th January

MAT Training Day (school closed)

Wednesday 5th January

First Day of Spring Term

Thursday 6th January

Year 8 Options Info Evening (online)

Thursday 13th January

Year 11 Parents’ Evening (online)

Thursday 27th January

Year 8 Parents’ Evening (online)

Friday 18th February

Last Day of Spring Term 1

Important dates for the complete year can be found on our school calendar.

Attendance
•
•
•
•
•
•

Our minimum expectation is 96% attendance
If your child is ill, please don’t send them
If they have a ‘minor ailment’ please send them in
We do not approve any holidays taken in school time
Please contact the school straight away to let us know if your child is absent
If there are ongoing medical problems, please keep us informed

If you have any questions or suggestions, please get in touch via email or :
www.finhampark2.co.uk

Finham Park 2

@FinhamPark2

