Finham Park 2 News
Message from the Headteacher, Russell Plester

Dear Parents/Carers,
I hope you and your families are well.
As we come to the end of another term (where does the time go?) it is always a
pleasure to write to you to share the news from Finham Park 2 and to keep you updated.
You do not need me to remind you about the challenges we have all faced over
the past few years and continue to do so. I am always hugely impressed by how
resilient children can be: the vast majority of students at FP2 continue to attend
school every day, ready to learn with the right equipment and attitude, in perfect
uniform, behave well and do their best in lessons. However, some students are still
affected by events such as Covid and increasing costs to families, which can in turn
affect their learning in school. This is even more reason for school and parents/
carers to work closer together to ensure our joint goal of success and happiness
for every child is achieved. Please keep in touch with your child’s mentor and let us
know about how we can further support your child, if and when they need it.
Schools across the country have continued to have high numbers of staff absent this
term, with a serious lack of supply teachers available to schools, and Finham Park 2
has been no different. We have done our very best to ensure every student has the
best learning experience in every lesson, but we also accept that sometimes this
has not been the case. As we head into the summer, we hope that this situation will
improve. We will aim to ensure that students are catching up with any missed learning and are provided with the fantastic opportunities that FP2 is known for.
I have been delighted with the number of school trips and PE fixtures that have taken place this half term, providing those ‘World Class’ opportunities that have such a
positive impact on our students. This is especially important after we have had so
much time where these opportunities have not been possible. For example, 120 students visited Covent Garden Opera House to see ‘La Traviata’; our Further Maths
group visited Bletchley Park to crack some codes!; Year 10 have been on work experience; and sports leaders have been working with local primary schools.
Finally I would like to update parents/carers about staff changes after Easter. Welcome back to Miss McDonald and huge thanks to Mr Morrin for leading maths in
her absence. We bid farewell to Mr Pandher (science), Mrs Ahmed (maths) and Mrs
Hunter (PE & College Leader) and I would like to thank them for their hard work and
support during their time at Finham Park 2. Mr Morrin will be taking over as College
Leader for Southgate and know he will ably support the students in his care.
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Finham Park 2 is now in its 7th year of opening and I am proud that we have such a thriving,
hugely oversubscribed, exciting school where students are making great progress. Our continued success has been a brilliant team effort: with dedicated staff and governors; supportive
parents; engaged students; as well as help from our Multi-Academy Trust colleagues. I would
like to thank you again for supporting us on our journey to make Finham Park 2 a ‘World Class’
school, where the students have ‘the times of their lives’ and staff have the highest aspirations
and expectations of our students.
With best wishes,
Russell Plester

Department Focus: Music
RSL LEVEL 2 LIVE PEFORMANCES
Students from Year 11 excelled themselves with a set of outstanding performances for their unit
202 assessments, putting together a setlist of performances around the theme of borders, barriers and boundaries. Congratulations to all those who took part and a massive thanks to their
family and friends who came to support.
KS3 String Group
Our KS3 string group is going from strength to strength this week creating a beautiful rendition
of a piece of music from Pavane. Well done to all those involved. If you would like your child to
get involved in strings lessons and the strings group we currently have a couple of spaces
available. An instrument is provided and it is free of charge. If you are interested, please drop
me an email to j.hunter@finhampark2.co.uk
Alumni
We now have a number of students who have progressed into full time music education at
Access to Music in Coventry and the British Institute of Music in Birmingham. A few of our former
students will be coming back to share their experiences and expertise with our students in the
summer term.
Future Performances
Following the recent success of the Panto and the RSL Level 2 performances we have a number of events planned next term and also in the summer term. Definitely something to look forward to, look out for our twitter feed, the FROG feed and correspondence home for more details. I look forward to seeing you then. If you are getting a break next week I hope you thoroughly enjoy your holiday.

Department Focus: D&T/Engineering
This academic year we have been thrilled to return to the G05 workshop. Students
have really enjoyed using a wide range of equipment and making fabulous products.
Year 7-Architecture project, Textiles Moroccan lanterns and currently learning
woodworking skills to make a trinket box.
Year 8-Passive speaker project including links to biomimicry and concrete.
Chocolate packaging project including making moulds using vacuum forming.
Year 9 Product Design- Students have been very busy learning about materials
and completing a mini practical after each topic to reinforce their learning
such as acrylic pen holder and metal key fob. They are currently practicing skills
they will need when they complete their NEA in year 11 through a Design movement clock project.
Year 9 Engineering- Students have been learning a range of theory and practical
skills that they can use as evidence for their R106 coursework. This includes a Tesla
project including pewter casting, USB light and modelling with Styrofoam to make
a car.
Year 10 Product Design- Students having been learning in-depth theory from the
specification, completing an IKEA Flat-pack Furniture iterative design project and
practicing practical skills.

Year 10 Engineering- Students have been working incredibly hard to complete their R106 coursework including learning about industrial manufacturing
methods and bike light product analysis. This unit is worth 25% of their qualification and is being submitted this summer.
Year 11 Product Design
GCSE NEA project work themes based on outdoor eating, educational play or
home exercise.
Year 11 Engineering
Students have been completing their final unit R107 and developing their CAD skills
and technical drawings.
Year 12 A Level D&T
Testing products for inclusive design
Designing Trophies for new designers using mixed materials
Sustainable slot together chair
An independent company case study
Practical skills routing, chiselling, and wood turning.
Enrichment
STEM Workshop
Silverstone Trip
Scalextric club
Pewter casting
Text iles
cl ub
dresses for children in Zambia.

Department Focus: English
Well done to Year 10 this term, as almost all students have completed the Spoken Language
element of their GCSE English Language course. We watched speeches on a huge variety of
topics, from the impact of social media on the teenage brain to a passionate defense of the
combustion engine. These students have made us feel very proud, and very impressed at their
engagement with some really challenging topics. We haven’t included any images here as
students were nervous enough without us taking photographs! We’ll be spending the next few
weeks continuing to teach them the content of both courses in
readiness for their mock exams at the end of this year.
Year 8 have been studying ‘The Bone Sparrow’, a novel set in a detention centre focusing on the life of a young boy who was born in
the camp as his family sought asylum from persecution. Unfortunately, recent events in the news have made this story incredibly
relevant, and we have been discussing the idea of refugees and
fleeing your country whilst looking at stories about what is happening in Ukraine. Several students who have shown fantastic ATL so far
this year were recently rewarded with a trip to Coventry Belgrade
to see a theatre production of ‘The Bone Sparrow’.
Year 11 have recently completed their second set of mocks and
most of them have performed brilliantly. We were so impressed by
how switched on students are and how much they know about the world around them. The
standard of writing was exceptional, and it is always a joy for us to read well-written pieces
where students clearly feel passionate about their subject. Year 11 have been working hard on
revising all of the elements of their GCSE Literature and Language courses over the next few
weeks. There are several OOSHL sessions available that students are welcome to attend. If they
have not been invited but would like to come, please ask them to speak to their English teacher, or Mrs Kidman or Ms Hopkins. Please see some examples of Miss Kerr’s class’s fantastic selfassessment below.
After Easter Year 9 will also be beginning their study of GCSE English Literature by looking at ‘An
Inspector Calls’. This brilliant play was written in 1945 but is still highly resonant today, with its
message of social responsibility and compassion. To help prepare them for a higher level of
study, this term they have been studying ‘A Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night Time’ and
we have been really impressed by their empathy and knowledge during study of the novel.
This is the first time we have taught this as a class text, and we have had lots of positive feedback from Year 9 about how much they have enjoyed it.

And finally……
A small group of Year 7 students have been working with
Warwick University on the Transformations writing programme this term. Each week they have been working
with undergraduate tutors and have produced some impressive creative writing pieces in response to dystopian
stimuli. Each piece will be published in an anthology later
this year, showcasing some of the best creative writing
from across the city. At the end of the programme, we
were lucky to be invited to Warwick campus for a celebration event where our three shortlisted students, Jake
Sparkes, Tabitha Bridgewater and Theo Kent, took part in a
creative writing masterclass with Dr Jonathan Skinner. We
are incredibly proud of all our students who took part and
would like to congratulate Jake on being a worthy winner
of the overall competition.

Updates from Mrs Kerr
World Book Day
What a week we had to celebrate all things literacy at the start of this half term. A packed
schedule of activities was held in the library including quizzes, crafting, reading and general
fun. Of course, the highlight of the week was World Book Day itself which saw the annual staff
dressing up and promoting book characters and a love of stories. We had all sorts of costumes
including those from ‘The Indian in the Cupboard’, ‘Gangster Granny’, and ‘Dear Zoo’. The
DEAR time (Drop Everything And Read) was very much enjoyed at the end of the day as I
managed to get a couple of chapters read of ‘The Twyford Code’, and Mr Hartshorn had his
class reading recipe books and deciding what they would cook next.

Gastronomic delights tour to Birmingham
The Year 10 Food students were so lucky to enjoy the most
excellent hospitality and food on our most recent visit to Birmingham. We started off with a visit to Michelin Star restaurant Purnells where we were shown the kitchen and wine cellar and told about working in the food industry. We then
moved on to The Oyster Club where we were shown how to
prepare oysters, and some students got to try them! We then
enjoyed a three course meal at UCB restaurant where the
food was out of this world.

Commonwealth Connections Project
Our Commonwealth Games Leaders had a brilliant day
working with athlete mentor Liz Johnson. Finham Park 2 hosted all of the cluster schools (Corpus Christi, Mosely Primary,
Earlsdon Primary, Riverbank and Coundon Court) and had a
brilliant day playing Commonwealth sports and learning new
games from Commonwealth countries. They also started organising what activities they would
lead at our Junior Commonwealth Games which will be held at the end of June.
We were also very fortunate to have members of the local Zambian community join us for a
culture session to support our Year 7 geography topic based on Africa. We learned about
Zambian food, schools, families and tribes. The session ended with a singing and dancing activity in which our children wore ‘chitenge’ (Zambian scarves), and danced with our Zambian
visitors. It was great fun!

Forest Schools – Outdoor Fun
This term in Forest Schools we have been focussing on navigation skills.
One of our favourite sessions was using the App What3Words. This App
pinpoints locations in every square metre of the world using a different
combination of a random set of 3 words. The first task to undertake
was working out our own location utilising the App. We soon learned
that as we were sitting at different tables, every group had a different
answer!
Groups then hid clues around the school noting their
What3Words location and then teams switched location sheets and
found each other’s clues. It was a real learning curve for all of us, but
enjoyable!

Graffiti Art Masterclass
Through our work with Tile Hill Community Partnership, we were treated to a free art workshop
for a day. Two street artists visited the school and worked with some of our Year 9 students on
both individual pieces of work, and one larger piece of art. The artists are going to return to
help the students to create a piece of art to be displayed along the central reservation of the
A45.

Grow It, Cook It, Eat It – our first serving!
The Grow it, Cook it, Eat it Club, along with the assistance of our Year 9 Food and Nutrition students prepared and served a five course meal for some esteemed guests last week as a taster
of things to come when we open our pop-up restaurant in the summer. The courses included
a potato croquette with a red onion confit, and a choux au craquelin with miso caramel and
spiced apple. The guests were blown away with the quality of the food and service, with one
comparing it favourably to a visit to a Michelin Star restaurant. After lunch our guests visited
the kitchen garden and saw all of the hard work put in so far. We can’t wait to do it again.

Goodbye Cici
It is with a heavy heart that we say goodbye
this week to our second school Guide Dog,
Cici. She has been with us for just over a year
and in that time has won the hearts of staff
and students alike. She will be going into
training in Birmingham before being matched
with the person that she is to Guide. It seems
only 5 minutes ago that she was that small
puppy who was introduced to Mr Plester!

Accelerated Reader and us!
This half term our hard work with the students utilising the AR programme was recognised when
we were published as a success story on the Accelerated Reader website. This was then followed up with a live webinar with Mrs Kerr, our librarian and an invitation to present at the recent BETT show in London. Praise indeed!

NEV 6th Form Visit
Hello, my name is Issy Wicks and I’m here to talk about my experience on the
Year 12 trip to the NEC, for the What Career? and What University? Live.
I wanted to go on this trip since I have been looking at different universities,
courses etc., however I was only focusing on a few of the most common universities. I believed I had to go to a top 10 Russel group universities if I wanted a
good uni experience, which I now know isn’t the case. I was interested in apprenticeships but there were some questions I needed answering that weren’t
on the website, and I didn’t know which area I would have gone into. I like a lot
of different subjects, which made looking for courses very difficult; and looking
for a university even more difficult.
At the NEC, there were lots of stalls including universities, apprenticeships, and
careers advice. I had a look around the universities, asking questions about the
courses, the campus, and accommodation. Having people with so much
knowledge about their universities was very useful as it meant you had another
opinion on things to consider compared to just the websites. The students were
very helpful in describing their courses, what was good about the university, and
describing uni life. They all offered out prospectuses which contained all the
courses the university runs, which meant I could rule out the ones that didn’t do
a course I was interested in, in order to focus on the ones which did.
I had a look at the apprenticeships, including Jaguar Land Rover and J.P Morgan. The more I asked about these apprenticeships, the more I found had extremely small acceptance rates and class sizes. Although the money and experience in the
workplace was definitely a plus, I realised that I didn’t want to work full time from the age of
18, with very few others my age. From looking at the university stalls I found that most of their
courses include an additional year in the workplace, so experience wasn’t an issue if I went to
university.
I gained a lot of knowledge from this trip that has really helped narrow down my options.
When asking about courses, many suggested doing what you love, whether you want a job in
it or not since most graduate jobs don’t require certain degrees. I was unsure about this since I
was thinking of a biology/maths degree yet going into something like economics as a career
(however I was unsure if I wanted a career in something I have very little knowledge of). Talking to University of Birmingham, I found the Liberal Arts and Natural Science course, in which I
can choose a selection of maths, biology, economics and a lot more courses at the university.
This meant I could do what I enjoy, and try out other areas that I may choose to get a career
in. This course is very high on my options now, yet I wouldn’t have considered University of Birmingham if I hadn’t gone on this trip, where I was told about the great campus and teaching.
Even if I do not choose this course, knowing there are option for joint honours really helped in
choosing courses, since it means I don’t have to
stick to one subject.
Overall, this trip was extremely helpful in narrowing
down my choices and having all my different options all in one place. I learned that I need a balance of course and campus for the best-case scenario, with lots of societies that I can participate
in. Thinking about booking open days has been a
lot easier since attending, as speaking personally
with students is a lot more memorable than reading off a website.

Mrs Kerr’s New Role!
After Easter Mrs Kerr will be undertaking an additional role for us at Finham Park 2 – that of Community
Liaison. This is to build on the great work already carried out by Mrs Kerr within our local and regional
community, bringing in inspirational role models from businesses and taking students on unique and
world class visits and experiences. If you as an individual or business would like to get involved with the
school with time, expertise, ideas, resources, or anything else, please contact Mrs Kerr on
j.kerr@finhampark2.co.uk.

Food Bank Information
HOW TO GET HELP
If you need help from our foodbank there are a few simple steps to follow.
THE MOST IMPORTANT STEP IS TO GET A FOODBANK VOUCHER.
In order to provide the most appropriate help for the circumstances of your situation we work
with local agencies. If they feel you are struggling to put food on the table, they will issue you
with a foodbank voucher. The local agency can also provide long term support if needed to
help address some of the issues behind the reasons for your crisis. Agencies we work with include:
Citizens Advice, housing support officers, children’s centres, health visitors, social services and
some local charities.
1. GET IN TOUCH WITH US.
If you call or email our foodbank we can talk through your situation and put you in touch with a
relevant local agency.
2. ARRANGE A VISIT TO THE REFERRAL AGENCY.
They will discuss your situation and supply you with a foodbank voucher where appropriate.
3. BRING YOUR FOODBANK VOUCHER TO YOUR NEAREST FOODBANK CENTRE.
You can find a list of our local centres and opening times here. When you arrive, we’ll welcome
you with a warm drink and our trained volunteers will chat with you about your situation. We’ll
also discuss any dietary needs you may have and exchange your foodbank voucher for
a parcel of three days of emergency food. We’ll also help to support you in any other ways that
we can. Most of our foodbank centres offer a cafe style environment and our aim is to provide
non-judgemental support at the point of crisis.

Trip to Silverstone!
On Monday 14th March, the Design Technology department took a group of 40
students to visit the Silverstone Interactive Museum. It was a fantastic day where
the students had the entire facility all to themselves.
The Museum staff took the students on a tour of the museum, learning
about the history of the Silverstone circuit, design and engineering evolution in technologies and the application of DT to the Formula 1 industry. At the end of the tour, students were then taken to the cinema
which gave them the experience of the track at high speeds.

After lunch, students were given a tour of the circuit, there was lots of
thought-provoking questions being asked by our students, these ranged
from; the role of the Marshalls and the maintenance of the track. Students
were also informed about the evolution of the corners and even some wellknown crashes that have taken place.
During the last activity of the day, students took part in a STEM workshop –
analysing key parts and features of an F1 car. Students were shown the evolution of materials and manufacturing techniques as well as the costings
involved in creating an F1 car from start to finish. The students represented
the school impeccably and the Director of the museum was extremely
complimentary about our students too.
We will be planning to return next year.
Mrs Trout
To see more updates from our department and students work Follow us
Twitter - @DandT_FP2
Instagram - @Finhampark2dt

Parking & Road Safety
Thank you to parents and carers who have followed our request to not park on the
pavement on Torrington Avenue - it really does make the roads much safer for students when leaving school.
If you do need to collect your child from school, please can you do so with care
and consideration for others. The safety of our students as well as parents, carers
and small children from the nursery is paramount.
Following on from this, please make sure your child has the correct gear for cycling including
a suitable and safe helmet alongside reflective clothing and lights for when the days get
shorter.

Equipment - Be Ready for Learning
Please can parents/carers help their children ensure they have all the necessary equipment
for learning. We expect a minimum of pen, pencil (it’s better to have a few of each), ruler,
eraser, pencil sharpener, calculator and reading book. If students don’t have the necessary
equipment it can disturb valuable learning time.

Free School Meals - Are you entitled?
If parents wish to apply for school meals or want to check if you are eligible please go to the
following website www.coventry.gov.uk/applyforfreeschoolmeals. Alternatively, parents can
visit the Contact Centre in the city centre where you can make an application. If you need
any support or guidance with this, please contact the school office.

Important Calendar Dates for Next Half Term
Monday 2nd May

Bank Holiday - School Closed

Friday 27th May

Last day of Summer Term 1

Important dates for the complete year can be found on our school calendar.

Attendance
•
•
•
•
•
•

Our minimum expectation is 96% attendance
If your child is ill, please don’t send them
If they have a ‘minor ailment’ please send them in
We do not approve any holidays taken in school time
Please contact the school straight away to let us know if your child is absent
If there are ongoing medical problems, please keep us informed

If you have any questions or suggestions, please get in touch via email or :
www.finhampark2.co.uk

Finham Park 2

@FinhamPark2

