Finham Park 2 News
Message from the Headteacher, Russell Plester
Dear Parents/Carers,
I hope you and your families are well.
Welcome to our final edition of Finham Park 2 News for this academic year, and
what another fantastic year it has been! It has not been as straightforward as I had
hoped but, as always, staff and students have done their very best to make it as
positive as possible. I finally believe we are getting back to where we were prepandemic with the opportunities we offer students with increased attendance of
staff and students and an exciting year ahead. Walking around school on a daily
basis it is clear to see that Finham Park 2 students are hugely talented and some of
the work produced by them is of an incredibly high calibre. I am exceptionally
proud of our students’ talents, hard work, maturity and politeness.
There has been an increasing number of fantastic activities and opportunities for
students at FP2 over the last half term: from being an extra on the new BBC school
drama Phoenix Rise; to trips to China Town, Drayton Manor and Oxford University;
Duke of Edinburgh expeditions; as well as ‘The FP2 Festival of Arts’ which culminated
in an Art and Photography exhibition in Edward’s Keep and the Summer Showcase
in the courtyard. I was fortunate enough to view the exhibition, see the bands at
lunchtimes and visit the showcase as well as sampling some of the food made for
the event - I am so incredibly proud of each and every one of the students who
took part and was blown away by the talent on show. I am so grateful to the staff
who have made these events happen and the families who have supported them.
The weather was kind to us for our annual Sports Day at Warwick university track.
Students were brilliantly behaved, quietly (and not so quietly) competitive with record points being scored leading to Westgate being crowned winners for the first
time ever! ‘Westgate is The Bestgate’ cheers could be heard for miles around! Mr
Jay (College Leader for Westgate) was seen punching the air in delight and may
have even shed a happy tear. The other College Leaders will surely not hear the
end of this…
I have always said, from the inception of Finham Park 2, that our school is about
providing exceptional opportunities for our students, nurturing their unique talents
with the aim of them having the time of their lives whilst at school.
At the end of a school year it is always sad to say goodbye to staff. We are fortunate as a school to have relatively low turnover of staff with many of original team
still with us.
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This year we say bon voyage to: Mrs Allton (Assistant Headteacher) who will be working
in the Trust, so we will continue to work closely with her; Mr Hunter (Head of Music) who
is off to set up another new music department in Rugby, a bit closer to home!; Ms Mack
(Second in Science) is going to be teaching younger students , Mx McCarthy (TA) is off
to university; Mr Morrin (College Leader) and Mrs Evans (Careers) are both moving to
another school in the Trust so again we hope to see them regularly. We wish them all
the very best!
And finally, as I have mentioned previously, due to our increasing numbers in 2023 and
2024 (an additional 30 students in each year group) we are being provided with additional facilities that will benefit all students including: Additional P.E, Design Technology
and food teaching spaces and facilities; and a reconfiguration of our student entrance
(Student Services). We will be sending a consultation out about this in September so
please keep your eyes peeled!
May I wish you all a happy and restful summer break and I look forward to working with
you, and especially your children, in September.
With very best wishes,
Russell Plester
Headteacher

Department Focus: Humanities
A Deep Dive into Humanities
This term the Humanities faculty underwent our first inter-departmental review. This is a new initiative that we are trialling as a school, and will help us move forward and improve as a department.
We were reviewed at the start of the month by members of the English faculty and the School
Leadership Team, and they were looking at the leadership of the faculty, the quality of lessons
and the standard of student work.
The findings of the review were extremely positive, highlighting the quality of teaching staff as
a major strength of the department. It has been a great experience to showcase some of the
great things that we are doing in Humanities at the moment, but has also allowed us to reflect
upon things that we can do better.

Visit to Coventry Cathedral
It was with great pride that I was able to take a group of year 10 students to represent the
school at the United Nations Colonial Legacy and Reconciliation conference on July 12 th.

The conference centred on the legacy of Britain’s empire and it’s legacy, including the impact slavery had on people.
I felt the usual pride in Finham Park 2, a school that has gone from
strength to strength since it’s inception, and the usual pride in our students and their impeccable behaviour. But I also felt proud of our city,
a city that has been a destination for refugees and immigrants for decades, and a cultural melting pot. What an opportunity for our students
to reflect upon the legacy of slavery in the context of being from Coventry.

A sad farewell to come unique students
This year marks the end of a special journey
for some of our students. We are incredibly
proud that so many of our students are taking
humanities subjects though sixth form and are
going on to study related subjects at university. For our current year 13 cohort, most of
these students have been with us since 2015
and it’s really sad to see them go! We look
forward to seeing them on results day and
we wish them every success in the future.

Walkthrus
Over the last year the Humanities faculty have been using Tom Sherrington’s WalkThrus to develop aspects of our teaching practice:
Probing questions have been effectively introduced into the history department, and they
now form part of our questioning strategies. They require students to think deeply about what
they have learnt and analyse connections within time periods.
Show me boards are now used consistently throughout the faculty, and have a huge impact
on student learning. We have also considered how best to use them in terms of pace. We use
these boards as part of responsive teaching to assess any gaps in understanding.
Authentic connections has been our focus in RE and we are working on making these more
explicit. For example:
• When teaching RE and Geography links have been made about climate change and its
impact on humans – whether this is moral or natural evil.
• We have also made links between History and RE, for instance in RE we study the history of
Christianity in Britain and this links to the study of Anglo-Saxon England and the prevalence
of religion in their lives.
In future, we will endeavour to make more connections with subjects
like English, which look at themes related to evil and innocence that
can be related to the story of Adam and Eve very well.

Department Focus: Computing, Business & Social Studies
Computer Science
Year 9 Computer Science have had lessons this year based on research by Dr Sue Sentance.
The model is called PRIMM and we are using it with the aim of building confidence at understanding and using code. There are 5 steps that we follow for each topic - usually over 2-3 lessons.
• Predict - We have code printed out on paper and we predict, line by line or overall, what
will happen when we run the code. This helps us to think hard before even looking at a
screen and anything we’re not sure of will become clear in the next step
•

Run - the code is provided to just click and run, no typing up required. We can see if our
predictions were correct - and if not, try to work out why

•

Investigate - this step is all about exploring how the code works and what happens if we
change things. There will be questions to answer, tasks to try out to understand the code
better

•

Modify - taking the code as a starting point, we make changes or add new sections to it.
The original code is still there and we can reuse as we change it

•

Make - a challenge that is different from the scenario of the original code but that uses a similar structure. We will need different inputs, outputs and variable names but similar code structures to the original code.

PRIMM has become a routine in lessons and it’s allowing us to focus on the syntax of the Python that we are
learning and students don’t need to second-guess
what structure the lesson will come in. This also allows
the teacher to spend more time discussing code and
giving feedback to students.
On the right is the code produced in the last lesson of
term by one student - a fantastic progression from the
start of the year.
Interactive Media
Year 11 Interactive Media were our first year to take on the full three-day (15 hour) exam in
January and May. We were very proud of the level of concentration over such a long time
and the products they were able to create.
Year 10 had their mock exam this summer over only two days, based on a past exam paper.
Some of their excellent work is shown below.

Key Stage 3 Computing
Year 8 students ended the year creating mobile apps using Code.org. Two students in particular, Declan & Issy, created an incredible version of Pong for us we didn’t even know it was possible!
The most astonishing part to see was the amount of code involved in making it
work - and all the different screens for showing that you have finished, all the
variables for storing data like number of lives and score.
If you would like to see their game in action, click here for a video they recorded
to show you
An fantastic piece of work for year 8 students, we can’t wait to see what you
can achieve next year in GCSE Computer Science!
Business Studies
Dragon’s Den is an annual tradition now at FP2 - our students create business ideas and plans
to present, just like Dragon’s Den. This year our year 9s created some great ideas and prototypes with support from the DT team. They presented them to a selection of Dragons including
our own Mrs Klym, Mrs Kerr and Mr Rogers and an external visitor, John Blundell. An entrepreneur and businessman, a councillor and former Lord Mayor of Coventry, we were proud of
how well our students did in presenting to him - and he was impressed too.

Here are some examples of the work created by the teams for their presentations:

Sociology & Psychology
The focus for the last half term for the sixth form students has been skills that will prepare them
for life beyond sixth form i.e. university and work.
Year 12 Sociology
Students have been researching and comparing cross-cultural experiences of childhood.

Year 12 Psychology
As part of the Attachment topic in Psychology, students had to look after a small egg/potato
baby for a week – as if it were a real little baby.
They were tasked to enrich and stimulate the experiences the baby had and create a diary
with pictures.

Library and Community News with Mrs Kerr
This newsletter entry is going to be a bit different!
A pure celebration of all things FP2 that I have been privileged enough to work on in this half
term… and there is a lot.
Commonwealth Games Project
These pictures are from activities that have taken place in our partner school in Zambia – the
Naboye Secondary School. We have worked with the pupils online (as best as technology has
allowed!) and undertaken some communal artwork.

We also celebrated our Commonwealth project by organising and running a Commonwealth
Day at Warwick University where we hosted five primary schools undertaking a number of
sports and arts activities. A particular well done to our Sports Leaders who managed the event
and did a brilliant job.

Trip to China Town
I was so lucky to accompany Mr Harrison on his MEP trip to China Town in Birmingham! The
treasure hunt activity that he had written and planned for the students was superb, and every
student used their Mandarin skills to talk with native speakers working in the restaurants and
shops.

Cici the Guide Dog - Update!
I am delighted to say that Cici, our last resident Guide Dog
puppy, has progressed onto her advanced training in Birmingham. I went over to see her and was amazed at how
brilliant she was in her harness starting to guide her trainer.
Here she is with her sister Beris on a free run.

School Trip to The Gunpowder Plot Experience
Miss O’Donnell and myself led a superb trip to London for Year 8 students to the Gunpowder
Plot Experience. The 2 hour interactive show used live actors and virtual reality to transport us
back to the time of Guy Fawkes and his co-conspirators. We were hiding in priest holes and zip
lining an escape from the Tower of London. It was amazing!

Transition Day
It is always exciting to meet our incumbent Year 7 students in July and we laid on a special
treat for them in and outside of the library. Students had to find codes hidden in library books,
locate packages using What3Words and deliver these to the mysterious ‘Mr X’.

Forest Schools
We have been so excited in this hot
weather to be outside during our enrichment times. One lesson was massively
exciting when we located a large number of caterpillars in the meadow area
adjacent to Edward’s Keep and a family
of swallows nesting in the rafters by the
garages. The photos don’t do them justice, but it was awesome!

Arts Week

It was amazing to be able to support Miss O’Donnell with our
first ever ‘Arts Week’. The activities provided for every KS3 student were so varied and real one-off experiences. The showcase was a moment of pride – I cried at least twice at both
performances! And the food was yet again phenomenal,
even if the staff and students weren’t quite prepared for Mr
Hartshorn’s ‘Pea Crème Brulee’! Great work team.

BBC Drama - Phoenix Rise
Filming on the new CBBC drama ‘Phoenix Rise’ is now well underway
on set on Broad Lane. A total number of 31 of our students have been
on set over a number of weeks filming as supporting artists. They have
had the full ‘Hollywood’ treatment – costume, catering, scripts and
stuntmen. We have also been given a number of placements for our
6th form students for work experience. This has been and continues to
be a once in a lifetime opportunity for our students to be part of.

Scholars Programme - The Graduation
All students who completed the Scholars Programme officially ‘graduated’ last week from Jesus College in Oxford. They had a private tour of the college and some of the locations for the
filming of Harry Potter before the ceremony itself. Special mentions to Jess and Tavish, who not
only achieved 1st class passes, but spoke about their experiences at the ceremony.

Work with Radio CWR
We have been Star School AGAIN!! But in
addition to this we have had careers sessions with Rich Williams from BBC CWR who
was kind enough to come in and inspire
our students with his tales of life in the media. Most excitingly, Rich has offered to
help us to set up our very own FP2 radio
station! Watch this space!

Peace and Reconciliation Conference - Coventry Cathedral
What a beautiful setting for this UN led event. The keynote speakers were amazing and incredibly inspirational. We look forward to the follow up event in September at Warwick University.

Meet some of our new staff members!
Hello, my name is Bertie Ayres and I am going to be a Music teacher starting fully at Finham Park 2 in September! I studied Professional Musicianship
as a Vocals student at BIMM Birmingham, and completed my PGCE at Birmingham City University this year.
I’ve worked as a vocal teacher in Birmingham City Centre for several years,
and have led ensembles and choirs both with young people and adults.
During my training I worked at a school in Smethwick and helped develop
their extra curricular provision, as well as getting involved with the school
productions, concerts and trips.
Musically my tastes vary hugely on any given day (from My Chemical Romance to Pulp to The Eagles and beyond!) - but I’m always excited for students, staff, and parents/carers to share with me their musical favourites!
I’ve really enjoyed working with students and settling into the department
here at Finham Park 2 these past few weeks, and am so excited to be a
part of and continue the amazing arts community here, as well as meet
you all, come September!
Hello, my name is Andrea Dale, it feels like I’m returning home after a
very long break coming to work at Finham Park 2, because I started my
career a long time ago in 2008 at Finham Park 1, and since 2013 I have
worked across varied roles in the East and West Midlands but was so
excited when I saw the opportunity to come to the family feel of FP2. I
have a Biology and Forensic Science degree from Coventry University
and completed my teacher training at Warwick University. I am joining the Science department; Biology is my favourite science to teach
although I do love the maths elements in Physics and Chemistry. I
can’t wait to get involved with teaching all year groups and look forward to going on as many trips as I am allowed. As a mentor I’ve always been known for being competitive so that’s another area I am
looking forward to, helping develop a family spirit who all look out for each other within the
mentor group. I love all forms of ‘hidden’ exercise including taking my French Bulldog on long
walks, mountain biking, paddle boarding, bouldering and wild swimming basically anything
outside away from a gym. Looking forward to meeting you all soon.
Hello, my name is Mark Werner and I am joining you at FP2 as the new Assistant Headteacher starting in September.
I moved from London to study Physics at Birmingham University, became a
qualified teacher of maths in 2004 and have enjoyed my teaching career
ever since.
Most of my time outside of teaching is spent with my young family. The
phrase ‘no two children are the same’ is so true! The youngest child aged
5 has already started beating us at card games such as ‘Exploding Kittens’
and ‘Monopoly Deal’ (both highly recommended) and my eldest has
started to become quite the young musician which is heart-warming to
see.
Apart from work and family I enjoy being active, playing football, golf and doing the occasional HIIT workouts (high intensity interval training).
I am very much looking forward to joining you all in September. Have a great summer one and
all!

Visit from a Hydrogeologist
1st

On Friday
July year 9 geographers were given a special
‘Expert Masterclass’ from our visitor Jenny Harrison from Envireauwater – a specialist team of water scientists and engineers that help consult on innovative solutions to problems with
water in the UK.
Students were given opportunities to learn about why water is
so important to us and how we can manage our supply of water in the UK – This links with GCSE paper 2 section C Resource
Management.
Jenny set up a practical demonstration of different materials and
how water travels differently through them, this helps us with planning future planning of where to build houses to prevent flood risk
and how to transfer water from areas of surplus to areas of deficit to
meet the needs of all of us in the UK.
Hannah Burden details her highlights here – “Jenny showed us a
demonstration of how quickly water travels through different substances. It was very interesting and we learned a lot about infiltration
(The movement of water into the ground from the surface) and percolation (The movement of water past the soil into permeable rocks). Overall I really enjoyed
learning about hydrogeology and thought it was a great opportunity.”
A huge thank you goes to Jenny for her time and enthusiasm with our students. We look forward to further masterclasses in the future.

West Midlands Safari Park!
On Monday 4th July 90 students in year 8 were given the opportunity to learn about animal adaptations and observe different species from around the world by visiting West Midlands Safari
Park. Linking with both the geography and science department topics on ecosystems and the
natural environment – students went on a tour of the safari park which enabled them to observe larger animals such as lions, rhinos and giraffes.
In addition to this year 8 were able to learn about Meerkats – who live in groups and utilize several different burrows - moving from one to another. Each burrow is an extensive tunnel-androom system that remains cool even under the broiling African sun.
In the afternoon, students were able to enjoy and explore their own environment. Learning
about the effects of GPE (Gravitational Potential Energy) by enjoying the theme park rides.
‘We really enjoyed the day, being able to see animals that most people would never get to
see unless they visited somewhere like this’ Jacob W
‘I loved the bats the most, it was cool seeing how they lived in
caves’ Osman H
‘Despite having gone to WMSP before, this time I really loved learning about the nocturnal animals’ Arthur H

MEP Activities
On the 7th July, our Mandarin Year 8 students were
given a fantastic opportunity to go to Birmingham
China Town for the day. Students were tasked to explore the town, finding key items and interview locals
in Mandarin. Every student had a Chinese milk tea
and bought many different kinds of Chinese snacks.
For lunch, they were treated to an all-you-can-eat
authentic Chinese buffet where they enjoyed eating
delicious food using chopsticks.

On July 27th, Finham Park 2, Finham Park School and Lyng Hall
School took 75 Year 7 Mandarin students to Birmingham China
Town. Students explored the town, interviewed locals in Mandarin and were all given a free cake from the local milk tea
shop. Our Year 7 students also enjoyed the delicious all-youcan-eat buffet!

For four days our Mandarin Year 10 students were enrolled in a tourism project where they had to research
marketing and produce a video advert about the great
city of Coventry. Our students work was submitted into
the Warwickshire finals and won first prize! We are very
proud of our Year 10s!

Finally, our Year 9 Mandarin students had a fantastic two
week workshop with our partner schools from China. Every
morning the students received live lessons with teachers in
China, live tours of scenic spots and provided with highquality Mandaring learning.

All of these events have greatly encouraged our Mandarin learning students and have brought
them many great opportunities to explore using Mandarin in different ways.

Czech Republic School Visit with Mr Hudson
Last month we had the pleasure of hosting The Monty School who were touring the UK on a
school trip. Their trip leader (a friend of mine from back home) wanted his students to meet UK
students and practice their English. So they decided to stop off on the way to Manchester and
spend the afternoon with our amazing Year 9 Mandarin students.
I designed the afternoon to be a mini sports day where all students were mixed into equal
teams and then completed a range of team building activities. The focus was for all students to
get to know people from other countries and for them to bond in competitive challenges.
The afternoon was a huge success and we will look to continue this over the next few years.
Well done to all the Mandarin students who helped all Czech pupils have a great time at FP2.

GCSE P.E Students
If your child is studying GCSE P.E and they are not taking part in sport at club level, please drop
me an email over the summer and I will help them join a local club. This is the perfect time to
join a team because they will be going through their preseason training sessions.
Have a great summer all.
Follow our social media accounts at:
Twitter - @2Finham
Instagram - fp2_p.e

Year 13 Prom!
The Year 13 prom was a wonderful celebration of our founding 6 th form students.
Students were greeted by a red carpet on arrival at the Windmill Village. The venue was beautifully dressed in black and gold to suit the student selected theme. The food selection was great
for all to enjoy and finished off with a selection of sweet treats.
Students were entertained by a wonderful magician that didn’t fail to impress and ended the
night dancing the night away surrounded by friends and Staff.
As testament to the strong relationships between students and staff at Finham Park 2 6th form
many staff gave up their Friday evenings to celebrate alongside our students.
The whole event was a success and we wish all of our wonderfully individual Year 13 students
the best in their next steps .

Parking & Road Safety
Thank you to parents and carers who have followed our request to not park on the
pavement on Torrington Avenue - it really does make the roads much safer for students when leaving school.
If you do need to collect your child from school, please can you do so with care and consideration for others. The safety of our students as well as parents, carers and small children
from the nursery is paramount.
Following on from this, please make sure your child has the correct gear for cycling including
a suitable and safe helmet alongside reflective clothing and lights for when the days get
shorter.

Sports Day 2022 with Mr Hudson
Wow, what a day we has last Friday! I am always very proud to look up the road at the athletics
tack and see our whole school walking to the venue together knowing what a fantastic day
they have ahead of them. As always, our students were great throughout the whole day. In the
morning, they pushed themselves in the athletics events, had fun with their friends at the side
events and all took part in the inter-college competitions in the afternoon.
I decided to add participation points this year to reward students for taking part but not necessarily winning the events. This really helped students be proud of their performances because
they knew their effort was helping their College compete for the Sports Day trophy. It turns out
that this was Westgate’s secret weapon. They had more students take part in the morning side
events and this gave them a big lead going into the afternoon events. Congratulations to Westgate students and staff for winning your first Sports Day Trophy.
A big thank you to all students and staff for making this Year’s Sports Day the best one yet. Here
are some pictures from the day and please watch the Sports Day video on Thursday morning. It
will be uploaded to FP2 Computing YouTube channel.

Equipment - Be Ready for Learning
Please can parents/carers help their children ensure they have all the necessary equipment
for learning. We expect a minimum of pen, pencil (it’s better to have a few of each), ruler,
eraser, pencil sharpener, calculator and reading book. If students don’t have the necessary
equipment it can disturb valuable learning time.

Free School Meals - Are you entitled?
If parents wish to apply for school meals or want to check if you are eligible please go to the
following website www.coventry.gov.uk/applyforfreeschoolmeals. Alternatively, parents can
visit the Contact Centre in the city centre where you can make an application. If you need
any support or guidance with this, please contact the school office.

Important Calendar Dates for Next Half Term
Monday 5th September
Tuesday 6th September

Training Days

Wednesday 7th September

First Day of Autumn Term 1 - all students
onsite for an 8:40am start

Friday 9th September

Ex Year 11 Prom

Monday 12th September

Year 7& 10 photos, OOSHL starts

Thursday 22nd September

Meet the Mentor (online) - All years

Thursday 29th September

Open Evening - Early finish 12:30pm

Thursday 6th October

Year 11 Information Evening

Thursday 20th October

Year 9 Information Evening

Friday 21st October

Last day of Autumn Term 1

Important dates for the complete year can be found on our school calendar.

Attendance
•
•
•
•
•
•

Our minimum expectation is 96% attendance
If your child is ill, please don’t send them
If they have a ‘minor ailment’ please send them in
We do not approve any holidays taken in school time
Please contact the school straight away to let us know if your child is absent
If there are ongoing medical problems, please keep us informed

If you have any questions or suggestions, please get in touch via email or :
www.finhampark2.co.uk

Finham Park 2

@FinhamPark2

