
 

 

Date: Friday 11th September 2026 
 

Dates for your diary 

17th September: Open Evening.  School closes 12.40. 21st-23rd – New Parent tours 

24th September: Parent Meet the Mentor Evening 8th October: Year 11 Information Evening in EK 

12th-15th October: Year 10 Army Residential 15th October: Year 13 UCAS deadline for early entry 

23rd October: INSET day (school closed) 26th – 30th October – Half term holiday  
 

 

Any PDF document can be translated into another language for free by Google Translator. Copy and paste the following link into a web browser to go to 

there: https://translate.google.com/. To translate a PDF document, download it to your personal device. Set the Detect language as English and choose the 

Translation language you require, there are 109 languages to choose from. If the language you need is not visible click on the downward arrow button to view 

more. Finally, upload the PDF document to the translator. You should be able to save/print a copy of the translation from your web-browser. 
 

Dear Parent and Carer, 

 

A very special visit to Finham 

Park 2 

We were incredibly proud this 

week to welcome Sir Martyn 

Oliver, His Majesty’s Chief 

Inspector of Education, to 

Finham Park 2, alongside James 

McNeillie, Ofsted’s Regional 

Director for the West Midlands, 

and Mary Creagh CBE MP. The 

visit formed part of a wider 

Finham Park Multi Academy Trust 

event, bringing together primary 

and secondary headteachers 

from across Coventry to hear 

directly from Sir Martyn and 

discuss the new Ofsted 

inspection framework and the 

future of education and 

inspection. It was a real honour 

for Finham Park 2 to host such an important event and to welcome such influential figures in education and 

public life to our school. Sir Martyn was extremely complimentary about the school, and it was wonderful to 

have the opportunity to showcase our students, staff, facilities and wider school community. Events like this 

do not happen without a great deal of work behind the scenes. A huge thank you to everyone involved in 

preparing the school, welcoming our visitors and making the afternoon such a success. It was another really 

positive moment for Finham Park 2 and something of which our whole community can be proud. 

 

Paying for School Meals – ParentPay 

For families who pay for school meals, a reminder that Finham Park 2 uses ParentPay to allow parents and 

carers to add money to their child’s account. This is particularly important for our new Year 7 students, 

students who have joined us in other year groups and our new Year 12 students. New families will have 

received a ParentPay activation/PIN code. Once you have set up ParentPay, you will need this information 

to link your child to your account and add credit for them to purchase food at school. Please make sure 

that accounts have sufficient credit. We will always respond appropriately where a child has a genuine 

difficulty, but the school can only provide limited temporary credit and cannot routinely fund meals where 

an account has not been topped up. If you have not received your details, have misplaced them or are 

having difficulty setting up your account, please contact us at contact@finhampark2.co.uk and we can 

provide further support or another copy of the information you need. 

 

 

https://translate.google.com/
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IMPORTANT: Free School Meals – Changes for September 2026 

There have been important national changes to Free School Meal eligibility from September 2026, and 

Coventry City Council is currently checking eligibility for pupils across the city. The previous system of 

transitional protection ended on 31 August 2026. At the same time, eligibility has been expanded so that 

children in households receiving Universal Credit can now qualify for Free School Meals. Coventry City 

Council has confirmed that it will be checking eligibility for both pupils who previously received Free School 

Meals and families applying for the first time.  

If you believe your child is entitled to Free School Meals but they are not currently showing as eligible at 

school, please make an application to Coventry City Council as soon as possible. 

Applications are made online and you will need your National Insurance number, details of the relevant 

benefit and the details of all children for whom you are applying. Coventry City Council will assess the 

application and notify both the family and the school once eligibility has been confirmed. Importantly, 

entitlement begins when the claim has been verified and approved, rather than from the date the 

application was submitted.  

 

Apply for Free School Meals – Coventry City Council 

 

 
 

During these first few days of term, the school has supported some students while families resolve their 

eligibility. Unfortunately, we cannot continue indefinitely to fund meals where we have not received 

confirmation of Free School Meal entitlement from the Local Authority. Therefore, from next week, if your 

child is not showing as eligible for Free School Meals, please ensure that you have completed the 

application above or that sufficient funds are available on their ParentPay account. If you think there has 

been an error, please contact us so that we can help. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.coventry.gov.uk/applyforfreeschoolmeals?utm_source=chatgpt.com
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Opening Our Doors – Open Evening 2026 

 

 
 

Next Thursday is one of the biggest evenings in our school calendar as we open our doors to prospective 

students and their families for our Open Evening. Choosing a secondary school is a huge milestone for a 

young person. It can be exciting, but we also know that moving from primary to secondary school can feel 

daunting. Open Evening gives our prospective Year 6 families – and Year 5 families beginning to think 

ahead – the opportunity to experience Finham Park 2 for themselves, meet our staff and students, explore 

the school and see what makes our community special. 

 

Reminder: this means an early closure – 12.40pm - to allow staff to prepare the school fully for the evening, 

school will close at 12.40pm, at the end of Lesson 4, on Thursday 17th September. Students who receive Free 

School Meals will be able to collect food during morning break, between 11.15am and 11.40am. 

 

STUDENT VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

OPEN EVENING 

Thursday 17th September | 5:00pm - 7:00pm 

Help us showcase our school to prospective students and their families! 

TOUR GUIDES 

• Welcome visitors 

• Show families around the school 

• Share your experiences and answer questions 

DEPARTMENT HELPERS 

• Support teachers in departments 

• Help with activities and demonstrations 

• Welcome visitors and provide information 

WHY VOLUNTEER? 

• Develop communication and leadership skills 

• Represent your school with pride 

• Gain valuable experience 

• Help make the evening a success 

Interested? Speak to your Mentor or collect a letter from any teacher. 

Students are unable to help without permission from parents or carers. Thankyou 
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One simple job that could save you money! 

At the beginning of every school year, we inevitably see an 

increase in lost property as students get used to new routines. 

Blazers get left in classrooms. Ties disappear. Pencil cases are 

misplaced. PE kit gets mixed up in changing rooms. We even end 

up with socks that nobody claims! So, please could every family 

do one very simple thing this weekend: Name absolutely 

everything. A permanent marker costs very little and writing your 

child's name somewhere on the label of every item takes only a 

few minutes. Please include blazers, trousers and skirts, ties, PE kit, 

trainers, coats, pencil cases and anything else they regularly 

bring into school. If something is then mislaid, we have a much 

better chance of getting it straight back to its owner. School 

uniform and PE kit are expensive. This tiny bit of organisation can 

save families a considerable amount of money and hassle – and 

potentially save students quite a lot of upset too! Thank you for 

your help. 

 

Food, drink and looking after our school 

We are really proud of the food offer at Finham Park 2. Every day, students can choose from a range of 

great-value, hot, healthy main meals, alongside street food, snacks and drinks catering for different diets, 

tastes and appetites. It is hugely popular with our young people and represents excellent value for families. 

However, I do need to share a growing concern. Myself, colleagues across the school, students and leaders 

from the Trust have all commented on the unacceptable amount of litter being left around the school, 

particularly in our social and outdoor spaces. There are ample bins in every classroom and throughout the 

site. There really is no excuse for dropping packaging, bottles and cartons on the floor. This matters. It isn't 

simply about litter being an eyesore; it is about standards. We expect high standards in our learning, our 

behaviour, our uniform and the way we treat one another. The same must apply to the environment in 

which we spend our days. High-performing organisations pay attention to the small things because, 

collectively, those small things create the culture. Despite challenging and sanctioning students when 

littering is seen, we are not seeing sufficient improvement. Enough is enough. Therefore, from next week, 

Radnor Fizz and cartons of juice will no longer be sold in school for the entirity of the week. Bottled water will 

continue to be available, and we strongly encourage students to bring a reusable water bottle, which can 

be refilled at the water fountains around school.  I appreciate that the vast majority of our students do the 

right thing, and some will understandably be disappointed by this decision. However, we need to send a 

clear message across our whole community: we look after our school and we look after the spaces we 

share.  As you can see below, we will continue to provide a fantastic range of good-quality, great-value 

food. Next week we move to Week 2 of our three-week menu cycle.  Thank you to parents and carers for 

reinforcing this simple message at home: use the bins, respect our environment and take pride in our school. 
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School Planners – Helping students stay organised and 

independent 

You will hopefully have noticed that students in Key Stages 

3 and 4 have a Finham Park 2 school planner this year. We 

would really encourage parents and carers to take a look 

through it and talk to your child about how they are using 

it.  The planner is much more than somewhere to write 

down homework. It contains a wealth of useful information 

about the school, our expectations and routines, alongside 

key knowledge identified by our subject leaders, useful 

facts and revision materials. Students can also use it to 

record homework, keep track of their timetable, note 

important dates and organise the different demands of 

school life.  There is a bigger purpose behind this too. As 

part of our commitment to being a mobile-free school, we 

want our young people to become less dependent on 

their phones as an organisational tool and increasingly 

take responsibility for managing things themselves.  Being 

able to plan your week, remember deadlines, prioritise 

work and stay on top of competing demands are 

important life skills. They matter at school, but they will 

matter just as much at college, university and in the 

workplace.  Our planners have therefore been deliberately 

designed as a practical resource that students can use 

every day. Please have a look at your child's planner, ask 

them to show you how they are using it and encourage 

them to make it part of their daily routine.  A small habit of 

good organisation now can make a very big difference later. 

 

 

 

Stay in touch with your child at school with MCAS 
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Knowledge Organisers – Building Knowledge and Great Study Habits 

Next week, all students in Years 7, 8 and 9 will receive their Autumn Term Knowledge Organiser. 

Knowledge Organisers are an important part of learning at Finham Park 2. For every subject, they bring 

together the essential knowledge that students need to know and remember during the term. They also link 

directly to homework and provide students with the study and revision techniques they need to learn that 

knowledge effectively. All of our Knowledge Organisers are also available through the Knowledge 

Organiser section of the school website, so parents and carers can see exactly what their child is learning 

and support them at home. We have also included videos demonstrating the different study techniques 

students can use. There are two important purposes behind this approach. Firstly, we want students to know 

more and remember more. Secure foundational knowledge gives young people greater confidence in 

lessons, helps them make connections and ultimately supports stronger performance in assessments. 

Secondly, we want students to learn how to study effectively. Revising is a skill, and like any skill it needs to 

be taught and practised. By developing good habits from Year 7 onwards – including retrieval practice, 

self-quizzing and other effective revision strategies – students build a toolkit that will become increasingly 

valuable as they progress through school. By the time they reach Key Stage 4 and those all-important GCSE 

examinations, we don't want effective revision to be something new. We want it to be something they have 

been practising successfully for years. Please do take a look through your child's Knowledge Organiser when 

it arrives next week and encourage them to make full use of this fantastic resource. 

 

 
 

  
 

Drop Everything and Read event next week 

On Tuesday 15th September, pupils and staff across every school in our Trust will take part in a special event 

called Drop Everything and Read.  At the same time across all our schools, lessons and activities will pause 

while everyone enjoys reading.  The aim is to celebrate reading and encourage children and young people 

to develop a lifelong love of reading. As part of the National Year of Reading theme "If you're into it, read 

into it", we want children to discover that reading is one of the best ways to learn more about the subjects, 

hobbies and interests they enjoy most. 

 

Our Trust-wide Drop Everything and Read event forms part of our support for the Department for Education's 

National Year of Reading, a nationwide campaign celebrating the importance of reading and 

encouraging children and young people to develop a lifelong love of books. 
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Research consistently shows that reading for pleasure can have a significant impact on educational 

achievement, vocabulary development, wellbeing and future opportunities. More importantly, it can open 

doors to imagination, curiosity and enjoyment. 

 

We would love your support. 

 

You might wish to: 

• Ask your child what they are interested in and help them find books, magazines, articles or library 

resources about those topics. 

• Share your own favourite book. 

• Set aside family reading time. 

• Visit your local library. 

• Encourage conversations about books and authors. 

 

Together, we can help ensure that every child sees reading as a pleasure rather than simply a school 

activity.  Such as exciting initiative. 

 

Sparx Maths and Sparx Reader Homework Returns Next Week 

From next week, Sparx Maths and Sparx Reader homework will recommence for our students. Year 7 

students will receive additional guidance about how both systems work and how to log in and complete 

their homework. Both are a really important part of our approach to learning. That little and often 

reinforcement of mathematical knowledge and skills makes a real difference over time, while regular 

reading at home develops vocabulary, comprehension, confidence and a wider understanding of the 

world. We know that these habits matter not just for success in English and Maths, but right across the 

curriculum. Students who read regularly and who continually practise and reinforce their mathematical 

knowledge are better equipped to succeed across their subjects. Please keep an eye out for Sparx 

homework from next week and encourage your child to complete it regularly and on time. If your child has 

forgotten their login details for either Sparx package, they should speak to their Maths or English teacher, 

who will be able to help. 

 

A Final Message to Parents and Carers 

My final message this week is not actually about something happening inside Finham Park 2, but I do feel it 

is worth sharing as a gentle reminder about keeping an eye on where our young people are and who they 

are spending time with when they are away from school and home.  From time to time, we receive 

information from the police, other agencies and members of our community about young people 

becoming involved in situations or behaviours that may place them at risk. We will, of course, always 

contact parents and carers if information relating specifically to their child is shared with us. 

I also recognise that for many families this message will simply reinforce what you are already doing. As 

children grow older, giving them increasing independence is an important part of growing up. Trust matters, 

as does giving young people the opportunity to socialise, make decisions and learn to navigate the world 

beyond home and school. 

However, that growing independence still needs an appropriate level of parental oversight. We are 

increasingly hearing concerns about some younger people mixing with older teenagers and young adults in 

the community, and sometimes being influenced towards choices that are not in their best interests. Young 

people's natural desire to belong and fit in can, unfortunately, make them vulnerable to those who may not 

have their best interests at heart. 

So my simple message is: please know where your child is, who they are with and what they are doing. 

Keep those conversations going about friendships, influences, relationships, personal safety and making 

good choices. Where appropriate, technology and location-sharing can also be useful tools alongside 

those conversations and the trust you have built with your child. 

This is not intended to cause alarm, nor does it relate to every young person. It is simply a reminder that the 

partnership between school and home extends beyond the school gates. Keeping our young people safe is 

something we all have a part to play in. 

 

As always, if you need support with any aspect of your child’s learning and wellbeing, do not hesitate to 

contect the school and thank you for your continued support.  Have a lovely weekend 
 

 
 

Will Keddie 

Headteacher BA (Hons), PGCE, NPQH. 



9 
 

 

Attendance Update 

 
 

 
 

National Attendance Laws – what you need to know 
 

At Finham Park 2, we know that excellent attendance is one of the biggest factors in academic 
success, wellbeing, and positive outcomes for young people.  
 

Every lesson counts, and missing school can make it harder for students to keep up with learning, 
build friendships, and achieve their full potential. 
 

The Government introduced a new National Framework for Penalty Notices from August 2024, 
which applies to all schools in England. Under these arrangements, local authorities may consider 
issuing a penalty notice where a student has 10 sessions (equivalent to 5 school days) of 
unauthorised absence within a rolling 10-school-week period. This includes unauthorised 
holidays taken during term time, lateness to school and instances where a reason for non-attendance 
has not been shared.  
 

Parents should also be aware that penalty notice fines have increased. A first penalty notice is £160 
per parent, per child, reduced to £80 if paid within 21 days. A second penalty notice within a three-
year period is charged at £160 with no reduction available. For further offences, legal action may be 
considered instead of issuing another penalty notice.  
We ask all our FP2 families to support strong attendance by: 

• Ensuring your child attends school every day unless they are genuinely unwell. 
• Arranging medical appointments outside of school hours whenever possible. 
• Avoiding holidays during term time. 
• Communicating with the school promptly if there are concerns affecting attendance 
• Ensuring they arrive on time to school every morning.  
 

By working together, we can ensure every student is Present and Proud, making the most of every 
opportunity to learn, achieve and thrive. 
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12 
 

 

 



13 
 

 

 

2026-2027 Term dates 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Finham Park 2 INSET Days 
Tuesday 1st September 2026 
Friday 23rd October 2026 
Monday 4th January 2027 – MAT Conference 

Monday 19th July 2027 
Tuesday 20th July 2027 
Wednesday 21st July 2027 
Students last day – Friday 16th July 2027 
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Book Recommendations for this week 

 

Year 7 + Odder by Katherine Applegate 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 9+ Bury Your Friends by Benjamin Dean 

 

 

 

 

 

Staff, Parents & Sixth Form – People Like Her by Ellory Lloyd 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nobody has her moves. 

She doesn't just swim to the bottom, 

she dive-bombs. 

She doesn't just somersault, 

she triple-doughnuts. 

She doesn't just ride the waves, 

she makes them. 

 

Odder spends her days off the coast of central California, practicing her underwater 

acrobatics and spinning the quirky stories for which she's known. She's a fearless 

daredevil, curious to a fault. But when Odder comes face-to-face with a hungry great 

white shark, her life takes a dramatic turn, one that will challenge everything she believes 

about herself—and about the humans who hope to save her. 
 
Olivia has always wanted to belong somewhere, but will she take her place as 
a Prior, protecting our world against the Master of the House? Or will she take 
her place beside him? 
Noah and his best friends are finally graduating from Woodthorn Academy with the 

world and all its promises laid out before them. To celebrate exam results day, they’re 

hosting a party weekend at Black Stone, an opulent country estate, for the whole school 

to attend. But for one night only, the ten friends will have a low-key celebration – after 

all, it’s how the upper echelons begin their futures. 

  

But things take a sinister turn when they find themselves in the crosshairs of a killer making 

one simple every hour, one person must be evicted from the house or someone inside 

the house will die. 

  

With nowhere to run and a killer on the prowl, choices must be made. But, as people inside the house 

start to go missing too, it soon becomes clear that nobody is safe. By the time morning comes, who will 

have survived the night? And is the killer much closer than they realised . . . 

To her adoring fans, Emmy Jackson, aka @the_mamabare, is the honest “Instamum” 

who always tells it like it is.  

 

To her skeptical husband, a washed-up novelist who knows just how creative Emmy can 

be with the truth, she is a breadwinning powerhouse chillingly brilliant at monetizing the 

intimate details of their family life. 

 

To one of Emmy’s dangerously obsessive followers, she’s the woman that has 

everything—but deserves none of it.   

 

As Emmy’s marriage begins to crack under the strain of her growing success and her 

moral compass veers wildly off course, the more vulnerable she becomes to a very real 

danger circling ever closer to her family. 
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Is your child interested in sport and looking to join a local Rugby team? If so, please contact Roni 

at Old Coventrians RFC or email Mr Hudson (m.hudson@finhampark2.co.uk) for further 

information. 
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