
 

 

Date: Friday 18th September 2026 
 

Dates for your diary 

21st-23rd September – New Parent tours 9.15-10.15 

24th September: Parent Meet the Mentor Evening 8th October: Year 11 Information Evening in EK 

15th October: Year 13 UCAS deadline for early entry  

23rd October: INSET day (school closed) 26th – 30th October – Half term holiday  
 

 

Any PDF document can be translated into another language for free by Google Translator. Copy and paste the following link into a web browser to go to 

there: https://translate.google.com/. To translate a PDF document, download it to your personal device. Set the Detect language as English and choose the 

Translation language you require, there are 109 languages to choose from. If the language you need is not visible click on the downward arrow button to view 

more. Finally, upload the PDF document to the translator. You should be able to save/print a copy of the translation from your web-browser. 
 

Dear Parent and Carer, 

 

Open Events September 2026 

A huge thank you and congratulations to all the students and staff who played such an active 

part in our Open Evening on Thursday 17 September. It was wonderful to see so many of our 

young people in school, proudly representing Finham Park 2 and everything we stand for. We 

always say that our students are our very best advert. We have a beautiful building, fantastic 

teachers and a growing reputation as an oversubscribed school. However, for prospective 

parents and carers, meeting the young people their child will learn alongside is perhaps the most 

reassuring and inspiring way to understand what life at Finham Park 2 is really like. Thank you to 

every student and member of staff who gave up their time and helped to make the evening such 

a success. 

Our open events continue next week with open-morning sessions from 9.15am until 10.15am. 

Parents and carers are welcome to attend, either with or without their Year 6 child. Visitors will be 

guided around the school by one of our sixth-form students, providing an opportunity to see 

Finham Park 2 at work during a normal school day. We think this is incredibly powerful—and we 

are confident that, once you have walked around our school, you will want your child to become 

part of it. 

Places are available in bookable slots. If you would like to attend, please contact the school 

office and provide your details to our reception team. 
 

 
 

 

https://translate.google.com/
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Meet the Mentor Evening 

Our Meet the Mentor Evening for Year 7, Year 11 and Year 12 will take place on Thursday 24th 

September, from 4.00–6.00pm in person. The evening provides parents and carers with an early 

opportunity to meet their child’s mentor, hear how they have settled into the new academic year 

and find out more about the support available to them. A letter with full details has been sent to 

parents and carers, and families are asked to book their appointment in advance using our online 

Parents’ Evening booking system. The booking system closes at 3.00pm on Thursday 24th 

September. 

 

For our Year 7 families, this is an especially valuable opportunity to hear how students have settled 

into their first few weeks at Finham Park 2 and learn more about mentor time and how it helps 

students make a positive start to each day. 

 

For Year 11, conversations will focus on how students have started this important year, initial 

feedback from subject staff, Year 11 routines and support with Post-16 next steps. For Year 12, 

families can discuss students’ transition to Sixth Form and the important role mentors play in 

supporting their progress and future choices, including university and apprenticeships. The 

evening reflects the importance we place on the partnership between students, families and 

mentors and provides an important opportunity to share information and support each student as 

they progress through the year. We look forward to meeting with you. 
 

Year 11 GCSE Information Evening 

Now that we are in Year 11, it is time for students to really “lock in” to the importance of this year. 

From my experience of many years working with Year 11s – and as a parent of teenage children 

myself – the earlier students get into good habits, the easier the journey will be and the more likely 

they are to achieve successful outcomes. 

 

To help with this, we will be holding our Year 11 Information Evening on Thursday 8th October. 

School leaders and key heads of subject will outline the journey ahead, the strategies and 

expectations we have to support students, and provide key guidance in English, Maths and 

science. We will also share some top tips for parents to support their child through this challenging 

but hugely important time. 

 

Further details of the Information Evening will follow, and information will be emailed home directly 

to Year 11 families. 

 

Year 11 and Year 13 mock exams – starting 9th November 

Our Year 11 and Year 13 mock examinations will begin on Monday 9th November with a few 

practical exams taking place the week before. These are a vital part of preparing for the summer 

exams, giving students the chance to experience exam conditions and test themselves on the 

content they have been learning. 

 

It is really important that students make a careful note of which papers they are sitting and what 

content is being assessed. Just as importantly, they should now be developing strong revision 

habits at home. Practice makes all the difference – students who build good routines during the 

mocks tend to carry these through to their final exams, which has a huge impact on outcomes. 

Please support us by encouraging your child to plan their revision, keep to a timetable, and 

balance work with rest and leisure. 

 

Mock timetables will be released next week, but revision should start now as we only have 5 weeks 

before they start and the outcomes of this will be an important part of teacher predictions that will 

go with college and apprenticeship applications in the Spring term. It really matters! If you have 

any questions about the Year 11 exams, please contact Ms Turner, Deputy Headteacher and 

Raising Standards Leader, or your child’s mentor in the first instance. For Year 13 queries, please 

contact your child’s mentor or Mr Werner, Head of Sixth Form. 
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One simple job that could save you money! 

At the beginning of every school year, we inevitably see an 

increase in lost property as students get used to new 

routines. Blazers get left in classrooms. Ties disappear. Pencil 

cases are misplaced. PE kit gets mixed up in changing 

rooms. We even end up with socks that nobody claims! So, 

please could every family do one very simple thing this 

weekend: Name absolutely everything. A permanent 

marker costs very little and writing your child's name 

somewhere on the label of every item takes only a few 

minutes. Please include blazers, trousers and skirts, ties, PE 

kit, trainers, coats, pencil cases and anything else they 

regularly bring into school. If something is then mislaid, we 

have a much better chance of getting it straight back to its 

owner. School uniform and PE kit are expensive. This tiny bit 

of organisation can save families a considerable amount of 

money and hassle – and potentially save students quite a lot of upset too! Thank you for your help. 
 

 

 

Food menu next week: It’s week 3! 
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Canley Food Hub 
Canley Food Hub offers local residents approximately £30 worth of food for just £7 each week. Members 

can choose their own items while helping to reduce food waste. Please see the poster for full details about 

joining and attending. 
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Stay in touch with your child at school with MCAS 
 

 
Key Stage 3 homework explained 

 

 

 

 

This year, homework for students in Years 7, 8 and 9 follows a clear two-week cycle. The Autumn Term 

Homework Planner accompanying this article can also be found within each student’s Knowledge 

Organiser Pack.  Every Key Stage 3 student has received an extensive Knowledge Organiser containing the 

essential knowledge they need to learn in each subject during the autumn term. Securing this knowledge is 

fundamental to making good progress: the more confidently students can remember key facts, vocabulary 

and concepts, the more effectively they can understand new material and apply their learning in lessons. 
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During Week 1 of our timetable—the week we have just completed—students undertake Knowledge 

Organiser homework. The Homework Planner identifies which subjects they should study each evening and 

the particular study technique they should use. Students have been given a separate exercise book in 

which to complete this work. They must bring this book into school so that their mentor can check and sign 

off the homework completed. 

 

Each Knowledge Organiser week focuses on a particular study skill. For example, during the week beginning 

Monday 12th October, students will use Look, Cover, Say, Write, Check. This involves looking carefully at a 

manageable section of key knowledge, covering it, saying it aloud, writing it from memory and then 

checking its accuracy. Students are not expected to learn an entire section in one sitting; the technique 

should be used with smaller, manageable amounts of information.  The planner spreads subjects across the 

week. On Monday 12th October, for example, students will complete Look, Cover, Say, Write, Check 

activities for English, languages and food. On Tuesday 13 October, they will use the same technique for 

maths and art, with the remaining subjects distributed across the rest of the week. 

During the week beginning Monday 2nd November, students will study the same subjects on the same 

evenings but will use flashcards instead. Over time, students will therefore both embed important subject 

knowledge and develop a range of effective study and revision techniques. These habits will support their 

learning now and give them a valuable toolkit when they reach Key Stage 4 and begin preparing for their 

examinations. 

 

Guidance videos explaining each technique are available through our YouTube channel, and QR codes 

linking to them can be found within the Knowledge Organiser Pack. During Week 2, beginning next week, 

students will receive subject homework set more flexibly by their teachers. This will be recorded in their 

school planners and will usually extend, practise or consolidate the work being completed in lessons. 

 

We hope this makes our Key Stage 3 homework system clearer. Parents and carers can provide valuable 

support by regularly checking both the Homework Planner and their child’s Knowledge Organiser exercise 

book. 

 

As always, if you need support with any aspect of your child’s learning and wellbeing, do not hesitate to 

contact the school and thank you for your continued support.  Have a lovely weekend 
 

 
 

Will Keddie 

Headteacher BA (Hons), PGCE, NPQH. 
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2026-2027 Term dates 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Finham Park 2 INSET Days 
Tuesday 1st September 2026 
Friday 23rd October 2026 
Monday 4th January 2027 – MAT Conference 

Monday 19th July 2027 
Tuesday 20th July 2027 
Wednesday 21st July 2027 
Students last day – Friday 16th July 2027 
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Attendance Update 

 
 

 
 

Punctuality and Arriving at School on Time  
 

Arriving at school on time every day is an important part of good attendance. Being punctual ensures 

that students are ready to learn, can take part fully in our mentor programme and do not miss 

important learning, pastoral or safeguarding messages. Punctual attendance also helps students 

develop positive routines, friendships, social skills and habits that prepare them for later life.   
 

Persistent lateness can have a significant impact on a student's education and attendance record.  

 When is a late mark recorded? Students who arrive after registration has started, but before the 

register closes are recorded as late.  
 

What happens if my child arrives after registration closes? Where a student arrives after the register has 

closed, their absence for that session will normally be recorded as an unauthorised absence, using 

attendance code U. This counts towards missed learning sessions and will lower their overall 

attendance percentage. 
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Year 11 Intervention Sessions 
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 Book Recommendations for this week 

Year 7 + How the News Works by Jane Marlow 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 9+ Life of Pi by Yann Martel 

 

 

 

 

 

Staff, Parents & Sixth Form – A short History of Tractors in Ukranian by Marina Lewycks 

 

 

 

 

This is a no-nonsense guide for 8-12 year olds that gives the fascinating inside story on this 

ever-relevant topic. With accessible information and practical tips written by real-life 

journalist Jane Marlow from Independent Television News (ITN), children will be well-

equipped with the knowledge they need to navigate the tricky news landscape. With 

fun, friendly and engaging illustrations by Terri Po, this book is the perfect resource to 

help children get the inside story. 

 

Olivia has always wanted to belong somewhere, but will she take her place as a Prior, 

protecting our world against the Master of the House? Or will she take her place beside 

him? 

Noah and his best friends are finally graduating from Woodthorn Academy with the 

world and all its promises laid out before them. To celebrate exam results day, they’re 

hosting a party weekend at Black Stone, an opulent country estate, for the whole school 

to attend. But for one night only, the ten friends will have a low-key celebration – after 

all, it’s how the upper echelons begin their futures. 

  

But things take a sinister turn when they find themselves in the crosshairs of a killer making 

one simple every hour, one person must be evicted from the house or someone inside 

the house will die. 

  

With nowhere to run and a killer on the prowl, choices must be made. But, as people 

inside the house start to go missing too, it soon becomes clear that nobody is safe. By the 

time morning comes, who will have survived the night? And is the killer much closer than 

they realised . . . 

 

Sisters Vera and Nadezhda must aside a lifetime of feuding to save their émigré 

engineer father from voluptuous gold-digger Valentina. With her proclivity for green 

satin underwear and boil-in-the-bag cuisine, she will stop at nothing in her pursuit of 

Western wealth. 

 

But the sisters' campaign to oust Valentina unearths family secrets, uncovers fifty years 

of Europe's darkest history and sends them back to roots they'd much rather forget . . . 

 


