
 

 

Date: Friday 2nd October 2026 
 

Dates for your diary 

5th October – Yr 7 Coombe Abbey Geography Fieldtrip 8th October: Reading World Record Event in the Library  

8th October: Year 11 Information Evening in EK 6-7pm 12th-15th October: Year 10 Army Residential 

13th October: Year 9 Linguist Event 15th October: Year 13 UCAS deadline for early entry 

19th October: Yr 7 Coombe Abbey Geography Fieldtrip 20th October: 6th Form Debating competition 

23rd October: INSET day (school closed) 26th – 30th October – Half term holiday  
 

 

Any PDF document can be translated into another language for free by Google Translator. Copy and paste the following link into a web browser to go to 

there: https://translate.google.com/. To translate a PDF document, download it to your personal device. Set the Detect language as English and choose the 

Translation language you require, there are 109 languages to choose from. If the language you need is not visible click on the downward arrow button to view 

more. Finally, upload the PDF document to the translator. You should be able to save/print a copy of the translation from your web-browser. 
 

Dear Parent and Carer, 

 

Year 11 GCSE Information Evening 

 

Now that we are in Year 11, it is time for students 

to really “lock in” to the importance of this year. 

From my experience of many years working with 

Year 11s – and as a parent of teenage children 

myself – the earlier students get into good 

habits, the easier the journey will be and the 

more likely they are to achieve successful 

outcomes. 

 

To help with this, we will be holding our Year 11 

Information Evening on Thursday 8th October. 

School leaders and key heads of subject will 

outline the journey ahead, the strategies and 

expectations we have to support students, and 

provide key guidance in English, Maths and 

science. We will also share some top tips for 

parents to support their child through this 

challenging but hugely important time. 

 

Thank you again to all parents who attended 

the recent Meet the Mentor sessions – we hope 

you found them useful. Further details of the 

Information Evening will follow, and information 

will be emailed home directly to Year 11 

families. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://translate.google.com/
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Year 11 and Year 13 mock exams – starting 3rd November 

Our Year 11 and Year 13 mock examinations will begin on Monday 3rd November. These are a 

vital part of preparing for the summer exams, giving students the chance to experience exam 

conditions and test themselves on the content they have been learning. 

 

It is really important that students make a careful note of which papers they are sitting and what 

content is being assessed. Just as importantly, they should now be developing strong revision 

habits at home. Practice makes all the difference – students who build good routines during the 

mocks tend to carry these through to their final exams, which has a huge impact on outcomes. 

Please support us by encouraging your child to plan their revision, keep to a timetable, and 

balance work with rest and leisure. 

 

Mock timetables will be released next week, but revision should start now as we only have 4 weeks 

before they start and the outcomes of this will be an important part of teacher predictions that will 

go with college and apprenticeship applications in the Spring term. It really matters! If you have 

any questions about the Year 11 exams, please contact Ms Turner, Deputy Headteacher and 

Raising Standards Leader, or your child’s mentor in the first instance. For Year 13 queries, please 

contact your child’s mentor or Mr Werner, Head of Sixth Form. 

 

Year 11 mocks 
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Year 13 mocks 

 

 
 

A proud family and school moment 

 

We were delighted to hear that former student Reece 

recently celebrated his passing out parade, attended 

by his family. This was a very proud occasion for 

Reece’s family and for Finham Park 2. Reece’s family 

expressed their gratitude to the staff who supported 

and encouraged him during his time at school. Reece 

personally invited Mr. Jay to share this important day, 

recognising the significant part he had played in 

helping him reach this point. It is a wonderful reminder 

of what our young people can achieve and of the 

enduring impact that supportive relationships between 

staff and students can have. We congratulate Reece 

on his achievement and wish him every success for the 

future. If other alumni have positive news to share 

about their journey after Finham Park 2, we would love 

to hear from you. 
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Food menu next week: It’s week 2 next week. 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

As always, if you need support with any aspect of your child’s learning and wellbeing, do not hesitate to 

contact the school and thank you for your continued support.  Have a lovely weekend 
 

 
 

Will Keddie 

Headteacher BA (Hons), PGCE, NPQH. 
 



5 
 

2026-2027 Term dates 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Finham Park 2 INSET Days 
Tuesday 1st September 2026 
Friday 23rd October 2026 
Monday 4th January 2027 – MAT Conference 

Monday 19th July 2027 
Tuesday 20th July 2027 
Wednesday 21st July 2027 
Students last day – Friday 16th July 2027 
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 Book Recommendations for this week 

Year 7 + Ben’s Gargoyle by Keith Gray 

 

 

 

 

Year 9+ Letting Go by Cat Clarke 

 

 

 

 

Staff, Parents & Sixth Form – On Earth we’re Briefly Gorgeous by Ocean Vuong 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

When Ben sees a monstrous gargoyle creeping across the midnight rooftops, he’s 

desperate to tell someone. But Ben feels alone in his new home and is finding it hard 

fitting in at his new school. 

 

Ben’s dad doesn’t believe him. He’s always angry. He says Ben needs to act his age, 

stand up to the school bullies and “be a man”. But can Ben find the courage to stand up 

to the biggest bully of all? And every night the gargoyle creeps closer.  

 

When Agnes made a promise to her girlfriend Ellie, she thought they would be together 

forever. One year later, Agnes is keeping that promise and it's put her in a situation she 

never could have predicted; climbing a desolate mountain, in miserable weather, with 

Ellie and her new boyfriend Steve.  

But when the weather takes a threatening turn and the sky-high tension between the trio 

hits its peak, Agnes will have to push herself further than she ever thought was possible.  

On Earth We're Briefly Gorgeous is a letter from a son to a mother who cannot read. 

Written when the speaker, Little Dog, is in his late twenties, the letter unearths a family's 

history that began before he was born — a history whose epicenter is rooted in Vietnam 

— and serves as a doorway into parts of his life his mother has never known, all of it 

leading to an unforgettable revelation.  

At once a witness to the fraught yet undeniable love between a single mother and her 

son, it is also a brutally honest exploration of race, class, and masculinity. Asking 

questions central to our American moment, immersed as we are in addiction, violence, 

and trauma, but undergirded by compassion and tenderness, On Earth We're Briefly 

Gorgeous is as much about the power of telling one's own story as it is about the 

obliterating silence of not being heard. 

With stunning urgency and grace, Ocean Vuong writes of people caught between 

disparate worlds, and asks how we heal and rescue one another without forsaking who 

we are. The question of how to survive, and how to make of it a kind of joy, powers the 

most important debut novel of many years. 
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